Ontario’s deaf education may be best — Bartu

By LISA TALLYN

A review of hearing impaired
schools might just prove Ontario
schools are the best on the continent.
says Paul Bartu, acting superinten-
dent for E C Drury School for the
Hearing Impaired

Mr. Bartu was responding to
criticism directed by Queen's Park
NDP member .Richard Johnston in
the Legislature Thursday

"I think that he has made a set of
broad and sweeping statements.
some of which are overstated, ' said
Mr Bartu

Mr. Johnstan, the NDP's educa
tion cnitic, called for a review of the
hearing impaired education system
by November

He slammed the current svstem
on a number of points and called for
an assessment of teaching stan-
dards, a determination of why there
are so few deal teachers working
within the system, increase in public
accountability of deaf schools, an in-
crease in the roles of the deaf com
munity for setting their own educa
tonal policies. and a possible n-
troduction. of American Sign
Langauge as the language of In
struction

¥ir Bartu sayvs he welcomes the
opportunity for a review ‘‘We are
always open to finding better wavs
to do things

Hut., he ddds, a review might
determine the hearing mpaired
education system in Untaro 1s one of
the best in North America

Mr Bartu said he cannot see any
oenefit te introducing American
SIEn Language across the board

I'he 255 students at E C Drury are
laught and communicate with Sign
ed Enghsh They have been using
that System since 1984 85 Signed
English 1s a form of communication
where words and sentences are sign
&d Just as they would be wnitten or
spoken

Amenican Sign
language of 1ts own

Language 15 a

"It deesn’t correspond with what
we use in the three provincial
schools. It has a syntax that is uni
que, and its vnrainlary and word
order 1s dif{ferent.

He said most E C. Drury students
become proficient in the language on
their own, by Lalking with other deaf
adults The American Sign
Language 1s most often used when

deaf children also have deaf |

parents

"It 1s impossible to standardize a
language, and it's
develop English
students

He says there is no one interna
tional language used by the hearing
impaired, and adygs the language us
ed at the only deaf university in
North America, Gallaudet im
Washington, D C | is likely a version
of “"Pigeon Signed English

The superintendent is supportive
of adopting the introduction of
American Sign Language into the
provincial system as a heritage
language. however :

Mr. Johnston questioned the
teaching standards used in the
system pointing to the fact the bulk
of deafl secondary school gradiates
only havea Grade 4 reading ability

Mr. Bartu savs achieving that
level 1s realistic, and that it's not
unusual for deaf students
everywhere to have a lower level of
academic achievement

'In some cases we are teaching
profoundly deaf children, who have
been deal since birth or an early
age It 1s difficult to ever get these
chiidren on par with hearing
chiidren because of the language
barrier

in response to Mr Johnston's
question of why there are so few deaf
teachers in the system., Mr Bartu
says that i1s caused by historical
facts

in 1920, there were 17 deaf
tedchers working in the province Of
170 teachers working at Ontano

skills in our
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“Joint Board hearing

on the proposal by the Regional

Municipality of Halton for a landfill site in the

important to
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schools for the deaf now, only eight
are deaf ;

Mr. Bartu said between 1920 and
1973 signing deaf students could not
obtain teaching credentials. That
changed in 1973, and the superinten-
dent says it is taking a few years for

some of Um#udmts to work their °

way toward teqching positions

There are currently eight hearing
impaired teachers at E C. Drury

In relation to Mr. Johnston's call
for increased accountabilty of the
system to the public, Mr Bartu says
that's a good idea in theory, but in
practice has been difficult to main-
tain :

“We draw our student population
from such a widespread area, in

cluding Niagara, Waterloo, to Sim-

coe and Barne, that it's difficult to
maintain parent contact. If the
review can find better ways to
establish that, we would welcome
them .’ .
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May 12th is the

date by which the
Municipal Enumeration
Notice mailed to

your household must
be completed and

returned.

Five easy steps
to complete your notice

Step 1.

ARl

Step 2.

about occupants isincorrect, simply

cross it out and write i the correction
Add information about few occupants,
including children. If you don't have
enough space on the notice, attach a
separate piece of paper with all the details.
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Step

Complete section 5
® about French-

language education rights . . . it's new

Just look at the

front of the nouce
check the information shown .

that's all you have 1o do. The explana-

for this enumeration. In areas of the
province where school boards operate

be able 1o vote for French-
language school trustees.

Regional Municipality of Halton. tions on the back are to give you

The Jont Board s currently conducting a publc hearnng further details if you need them.

concerming the above apphcation

The Board wishes to ensure that all merhbers of the public who
nave an interest in the project have an Opportunity to express - —_— — e —
thew views and concerns e | X (L

e _J -
Fherefore, the Board has arranged for day-tme and evening /

Step

atthe bottom of the notice.

——

i

SesSSIoNs n order to hear the presentations of those ndwviduals
who are unablé 1o attend at other hmes

Please take Notice that the day-time and evening sessions will
De heid on Thursday, May 26, 1988 and Friday, May 27, 1988.

THURSDAY, MAY 26, 1988

Day-time sesswon from 1 00pm -500p m
Evening sessionfrom 700 pm - 10 00p m

Locaton. The Auditonum
Oakvile Centre for the Performing Arts
130 Navy Street (Navy Lakeshore)
Qakvile - Ontano

FRIDAY, MAY 27, 1988
Morning Session from 9 00 a m
Locahon Studio Theatre
Qakville Centre for the Pertorming Arts
1 30 Navy Street (Navy Lakeshore
O&H ﬂ“t? &1:3" i ]
1 would De appreciated it those persons ntending to make a
presentation belore the Boara would advise the Heanngs

Registrar and prowvide a copy of any documentaton that they
may wish 10 have aistnbuted

Dated at TORONTO thus 29TH day of MARCH 1988

Return the notice
® by May 12th in the
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12 00 noon

NEED HELP? If the information on the
back of the notice doesn't answer your
questions, call wll free 1-8390-263- 1988
or contact the R Assessment
Office shown oa your notice.

Y.Lane
Hearings Registrar
Office of Consolidated
P.O. Box 2382 ? S
230 Y Street. Suite 1201
Toronto. NP 1E4
(416) 3234808




