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- Abused wemen

f

“is » « @ NOW life

continue use
of Milton home

Halton Women's Place, a shelter
in Milton, housed 169 women aged 15
to 63 last year. With them came 19
children.. Although the number of
women seeking shelter in 1985 drop-
ped slightly, 4.5% from the previous
year, thegaumber of children went
up 47% from 132 in 1983. The children
ranged in ages from a few weeks to
adult daughters in their 20s accom-
panying their mothers. The shelter’s
crisis line answered 700 calls, 372
relating to either physical or emo-
tional abuse. Of those coming to the
shelter, 87% arrived under emergen-
cy conditions. --

Half of the intakes were a result of
both physical and emotional abuse,
a‘nd about 20% suffered only emo-
tional abuse. ‘‘The abuser is usually
a man, either a husband or lover, but
in 6% of the residents, the abuser
was another person such as a
mother, stepfather, mother-in-law
or landlord. During 1985, shelter was
also given to some victims of rape.
When space is available, women
who are unable to find affordable
housing are given a temporary roof
over their heads.

The average occupancy level last
year was 69%, almost 6% higher
than 1984. Almost half of the resi-
dents were not working when they
came to Halton Women's Place, and
43% were between the ages of 21 and
30. Others had worked part time or
at low-paying jobs earning $10,000
annually or less, and 10% had never
held a job. Another 31% were sup-
ported through UIC, and family
benefits, welfare, support payments
and maternity benefits (2% only).
Only 32% of the women reported
having any money in the bank, and
27% had less than $500. Family in-
comes ranged up to $30,000 annually.

Among the reésidents, 58% were
married to their abuser, 23% had
common-law spouses, and the re-
mainder were_hurt by their friends
and ex-husbands. These relations
varied in length from one manth to
45 years — the average length was
just under nine years. Statistics also
show 61% of the women and 67% of
the men had no previous relation-
ships. Qver one-third of the women
had left an earlier abusive situation,
and 36% of the men had ruined a
previous marriage through violence.

9% RETURNED HOME

Of those who returned to their
abusive situations — just 9% of all
the residents — 33% believe ‘“‘he pro-
mised to change,”’ 13% went back
“for the sake of the children,’”” and a
“sad 7% said they had no alter-
native,'' states the annual report for
Halton Women's Place. ‘““Some of
the-other rasons given for returning
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are chilling: ‘My lawyer advised it,’
or ‘He threatened to kill me if |
didn’t tome back.’ "

With respect to the incidence of
abuse, 22% were abused prior to
marriage, 54% during pregnancy,
80% were abused in front of the
children, .and 64% in front of wit-
nesses. The- report states: ‘‘Sixty-
eight per cent of these women had
called .the. police at one time or
another, 21% of them more than four
times. About 46% of the abusive men
had been charged with assault at one
time or another — one-third of the
chargeés laid by the woman, and half
of them by the police. Where
charges were laid, 27% were still
pending (at the end of 1985), but 51%
were convicted, a 19% increase com-
pared to 1984's number of 32%.

“Over half of the victims (52%)
have received medical treatment at
one time or another for their in-
juries, inflicted most commonly by
pushing and shoving (80%), hitting
(74%), being thrown around (74%),
slapped (69%) or punched (66%).
Other indignities are as varied as
the. mind of man — one-third are
forced into sexual activity, others
are burned with cigarettes, bitten,
or scalded with boiling water. Over
one-third of these victims are at:
tacked ‘whenever he feels hke'it.'
About 56% of the residents came
from the Halton area, with 209 com-
ing from Peel — overflow from
Mississauga's Interim Place.

Upon entering Halton Women's
Place, 71% of the women said they
wished (o reorganize their lives
without their spouses, 17% were un-
sure; and ‘2% had the goal of mak-
ing theéir marriages work.”” The
departure statistics show 24% mov-
ed in with family or friends, 16%
found their own accommodation,
14% moved to another hostel or
group home, 9% returned home tg
their spouse, and 3% made other ar-
rangements.

Dateline

Dateline is a free listing of coming events only.
available to local community groups to assist in
promoting their future events. Only charitable or
non-profit community groups may use this ser.
vice We can only guarantee one issue of publicity
closest to the date of the occurrence although
more insertions are possible if other demand is

low
Notices for Dateline should be written and hand

ed in at the ofice of The Champion, 19! Main St. E
or mailed to us at Pox 248, Milton LT 4N, The
final deadline is Friday at 5 p. m. for Wednesday's
edition and Tueaday at § p.m. for Friday's edition.
No items for Dateline will be accepted by
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Wednesday June 4

THE BLOCK PARENT nnual |
meeting will be held for Sam att
School for the election of the ex-
ecutive ofthe steering committee.
Meeting starts at 7:30 p.m. Anyone
interested is encouraged to attend.
For more information, call Debby
Rennie at 878-5438.

THE KELSO TRIO (Judy Hunter,
Elaine Rusk and David Dunn) and
the HOLLIER STRING QUARTET
with vocalists Kathleen West and
Judy Hunter will t a concert at
Milton Public Li at 7:3 p.m.
The concert is a fund-raiser for the

hase of a piano to be placed by

ilton Music Teachers Association at
the library. Tickets are $4 for adults,
and $3 for students and seniors. For
tickets, call Elaine Rusk at 878-4276
or Judy Hunter at 878-6691.

Saturday June 7

A bazaar will be held at the senior
citizens’ Bruce Street Apartments, 40
Ontario St. from 10 am. to 2 p.m.
White elephant table, craft table, bak-
ing table, tea table.

The fourth annual NASSAGAWEYA
FAIR will be held at Brookville Public
School from 10:30 am. to 3 p.m. A
day of fun, food and fitness is planned
Torall ages. There will be displays of
aerobics, crafts, and dancing; sports

ents.; community informa-
mma; prizes and draws. The
theme for the fair is Fitness '86.
NASSAGAWEYA PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH celebrates its 150th anniver-
sary with a Homecomin’ Chicken Fry
at 4:30 pm. Cost is §7 for half a
chicken; $4 for a quarter chicken. In-
cludes salad, etc. Advance sale of
tickets would be appreciated. Call
878-6424 for tickets.

Sunday June 8
REV. JAMES SUTHERLAND will

- Time is money: And the time is NOW 0 make a
business decision you can afford. Tandy 1000 — a
128K one-drive micro with DeskMate ™ integrated

software

the “1000” is the 'bottom line. For value, ultimate
“and a bonus — an unbeéatable sale

pricel 25-1000

Tandy 1000HD with 10-meg

hard disk. 25-1001*.

unity pprec
tion tea.for all its supporters at the
Sunday School room of Knox
Church from 1:30-4
p.m. one welcome.

LA E LEAGUE of Milton meets
today for women interested in infor-
mation about breastfeeding. For fur-
ther information, call 8784803 or

vited to attend a Fitness Luncheon.
Call Sue at 8780739 for those who
would like to attend.

The GEORGETOWN & DISTRICT
CHRISTIAN SCHOOL is off
open invitation to a '
tion and
1:30-3 p.m. and 7-8:30 p.m. Children
welcomed. For more information,
call the school at 877-4221.

Saturday June 14

PALERMO UNITED CHURCH
presents a chicken barbecue at 5, 6
and 7 p.m. at the church (corner
highways 5 and 25). Sit-down or take-
out. Adults full dinner $7, children’s
(under 12) full dinner $4.50. For
tickets, call 827-1469, 827-1963 or
876-4001.

Wednesday June 18

The YMCA will ate SUMMER
FITNESS CLASSES Wednesday morn-
ings from 9:30-10:30 a.m. First class
June 18. Babysitting available. Call
YMCA at 878-8711 to register.

w.dnosd'ly June 25

Members and friends of the MILTON
and DISTRICT HORTICULTURAL

SOCIETY who are | ummw

on a bus trip toda
are asked to Lois Parker at

854-2588 or Florence Hall at 878-9564

you start computing today. Clearly, .

Clearance. Was 329900............now 199900

to remove most paints or stains from wood, metal

Simply brush on Cuprinol Paint and Stain Remover
l and masonry.

Wait.
Allow the product to work.

garden hose and brush. It's that easy. And it’s safe

Now, just wash off the old paint or-stain with your
3 to use around plants and lawns.

For outdoor use only.

CUPRINOL does it right.

The name Cuprinol stands for higher quality
Wood Stains, Coatings, Preservers and Paint and Stain Remover

Copeland Lumber
700 Main Street E.

Available at your nearest participating
St. Clair Paint and Paper People dealer

Available at your nearest participating Home Hardware dealer
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