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Forest Fire Prevention Is You.

Quick response by firefighters : NUMBER CF FIRES B vEAR

AND GENERAL CAUSE

has saved hundreds of forests o ONTARIO

A high hazard rating is an indica-

All forest fires are affected by the impossible to
combination :-j fu:1 or u-:: ,pec,yu in Any forest fu't can include all three  tion that most forest fuels will readily

the area, the condition of the wood, typu of burning during the lifespan  ignite and burn easily, spreading
the weather and the topography of the blaze. rapidly with some crowning in the
It's im nt for firefighters to be In order to make forest users aware tree tops. Control and su jon ef-
aware of these conditions. It's also ©f the potential for foresip orts would be difficult w fires
important that they know the type of rence, 'the Ministy jing ahead of the main lre as a
fire they are dealing with. Resources provi( -. of winds carrymg bumxlni|
re are three types of forest fires hazard rating. Restrictions to the public

— surface, sub-surface and crown The rating provides tl!n place,
fires — each one requiring a different general indicz ire hazard ratings mean
approach. — how dry : , th ‘ ts are dryand explosive.
Sub-surface fires burn or smoulder spread pot pparks gnite forest fuels easily
beneath the forest floor. They are the ticipa lems sk - spread would be rapid
most difficult to detect. and the fire br_mk - - i crowning through the
hardest to suppress. This type of fire tors, includ hns, it would be virtually im-
can smoulder for extended periods of are aiso cc . A . jomtrol. In cases such as
time, burning peat, roots and decay- Under a low g, igni , ghting effort may rely
ing vegetation before breaking of forest fuels , from nature in the form

through to the surface, often far from spread potentis im- O ains.
theo:tﬁ;rceof the fire. mediate area. Ge ars " IR extreme hazard

ire is t . not be any control p ire and travel
The surfaee fire is the most com Rid certainly be put i
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mon lﬁpe of forest fire» It burns A moderate hazarc ‘ Mini tN
brush, trees, leaves, grass grasses, dry branches and IOgEINg inister of Natur

and forest debris. When it burns on slash, which is the debris left on the These restrictions

the forest floor, it can damage the ground after forest harvesting opera- of the public by

bark of the trees and can lead ta tor- tions, will easily ignite. Fire spread to from a very -

ching. When a tree torches, it almost adjacent fuels would be slow and con- They also minimize the chang
Iodes in a ball of flame. trol of the fire would be relatively additional fires by k
he crown fire is the most easy. Normal precautions are advis- USers out of the area until the hazard

dangerous and destructive of all the ed. drops.
fire types fought by Ontario’s forest
firefighters. A crown:fire burns first
in the tog of the trees — the forest
canop lames from a crown fire,
fanned by high winds, can race
across the tree tops faster than a
human can run. As the fire quickly
spreads over a large area, it ignites
the canopy of the forest while the
forest floor remains relatively un-
touched, only to burn later.

The crown fire is the most spec-
tacular type of forest fire. It is the
most difficult to manage and is often

What causes
forest fires?

e Lightning is the only natural
cause of wildfire and is respunsnble
annually for about 30 per cent of all
forest fires in Ontario.

-« The remaining 70 per cent of
forest fires that occur in Ontario each
year are caused by people — the ma-
jority a direct result of human
carelessness.

* Because 70 per cent of all forest
fires are human-caused, 70 per cent
of all forest fires are preventable.

* The careless smoker is responsi-
ble for more wildfires than any other
forest user. Nearly one-quarter of all
fires caused by people are ignited
through the careless use of smoking
materials.

e Carelessly attended campfires
rank second as a fire cause and ignite
about one out of five fires caused by
people. While the number of campers
and outdoor enthusiasts using the
forests has increased, the number of
blazes caused by this group has drop-
ped slightly

* Residents burning grass, brush
or rubbish trigger about 13 per cent of
wild fires. An additional 13 per cent of
fires in’ recent years have been
railway related, caused by exhaust
carbon work crews or pieces of hot
metal from brake shoes.

* A number of forest fires are also
traced to children playing with mat-
ches, a dangerous practice that can
result in needless tragedy

. Tmsm% a cigarette butt from a
moving vehicle instead of using the
ashtray can result in a fire starting
up. In remote areas, the fire might
not be stopped until it i1s too large to
easily control,

* Failing to completely douse the
campfire before ding off can
result in the fire starting up again
and, unattended, turn into a raging
wildfire

* Cleaning up around the cottage ; . : .
often entails: burning off litter and _
rubbish. If not closely watched, burn- :
ing embers from a trash fire can easi- . &
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ly be carried into adjacent trees, Ig-
niting them.

difference Before you leave your campsite, drownyour ~ Other ways you can prevent forest fires:
A quick response 0. forest ire by campfire with water. Wait a few minutes, e Don't smgke while you're working or walk-
means the difference between con’ |  Stir the embers with a stick, and drown it ing in the bush. Sit down trsmoke and thén

taining a minor blaze and an all out

confrontation with a major forest | @gain. Don’t leave it steaerc? or still warm. douse your butt in water, or grind it out

fire.

B oy el oy Drown it with water until it's dead out | against a rock. Watch for sparks.

tario were suppressed successtullyon | and cold. o Use the ash tray in your vehicle. Don'f

the first attack by Ministry of Natural

R T R b That'’s the law in Ontario—and it's . throw butts or matchgs out the window.

to have been successtully atiacked | commoOnN sense, t0O. " e |f you're burning brush or debris,

oy, T Don’t risk starting % forest fire. Build ‘usea proper, enclosed incinerator. And stay
goes to memebers of the public who | YOUF campfire safely, on sand or gravel, - with your fire until it's out.

‘acted quickly in

nc. th majrity o fres reprt e away from bush and sheltered from the
wind. And don’t leave unattended —even

for a few minutes. When you leave— Practice forest fire
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