- Close contests dominate in championships
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Saturday Milton's house league hockey teams fyced off in division
championship. In a series of generally close, hard-plqyed hockey games
the champions emerged as the Milton Minor Hockey Association brought
the curtain down 6n another season. The follgwing is gn account of the ac- |
tion.

Pre-Novice

*. Pre-Novice competition, which took place on half sheets of ice, was a chance
for Milton's youngest players to show the skills they have cultivated over the
year. The prﬂram emphasizes basic instruction rather than winning records,
“. Members of the four teams, Best Buy Pet Products, Tony's Barber Shop,
knighl's Dry Cleaners and Straight Line Fence put on a spirited display for
the crowd. Best Buy Pet Products edged Tony's Barber Shop 54 while
Straight Line and l(night‘s battled to a scoreless tie.

« Michael Brown and Jamie Comba scored a pair apiece for the winners while
Ryan Parke chip%ed in with the other Best Buy goal. Steven Roy scored twice
for Tony's while Ryan Leal'and Bill Williams scored Tony's other goals.

Minor Novice .

It took two periods of overtime. And a late rally to force that overtime.
Milton Skate Exchange was a team looking down the long barrel of defeat with
one minute to go in their game against Downs Trenching.

Skate Exchange, a team that was unbeaten at the Christmas break and not
used to losing, came within a whisker of doing just that to Downs Trenching in
the minor novice championship. But Downs Trenching had been the thorn in
Skate Exchange's side through the season and in the playoffs

The ditchdiggers had beaten Skate Exchange twice in the regular season.
The two squads tied onCe¢ and Skate Exchange had earned one win. But in
playoff action Downs Ttrenching had Skate Exchange’s number again,
defeating them 52

Bradley Jenkins and Eric Medeiros were the big guns for Skate Exchange,

ting a hat trick apiece. Skate Exchange jumped to a 2-0 lead after one, but

ditchdiggers rallied strongly and the score was knotted at three after two
periods. The teams swapped pairs in the last act to force overtime. Medeiros
decided the issued at 8:20 remaining of the second overtime.
. Skate Exchange opened the third-period scoring to break the tie at 3:44 re-
maining but Downs Trenching seored with 1:12 left and then again 12 seconds
later. thew Brownell tied it on a power play and Ryan McDonald put
Downs in the Jead when he popped a wrrist shot after the puck squirted loose
from a.scramble with one minute remaining.

Skate Exchange tied it with a six-man attack as only 10 seconds showed on
the clock. Jenkins scored unassisted. :

It was no small feat for Skate Exchange to come back. W&had only lost four
or five'games all year,” coach Sam Rigo explained. “We have a lot of good
players. They were used to winning all year. Whenever we had started to lose
we got behind the eight-ball. But they all came out to play today. These kids
wanted to be number one.”

Skate Exchange took a first firm step in that direction with opening period
goals from M and Jenkins, Chad Broussard broke it up at 9:40 of the se-
cond with a low shot but Jenkins stole the momentum again with his second

eight seconds later

ith a mipute left in the second Downs made it 3-2 as Brownell got the first
of Lrir when he converted Broussard’s passout. Scott Hammill made it a
tie with a sharp wrist shet,

Skate Exchange took the lead at 3:44 remaining in regulation time as
Medeiros closed alone on Downs goa Hulan. Hulan challenged, but,
Medeiros managed to get the puck in while tumbling over the sliding
goalie.

Brownell andCameron Davies combined for a one-two scoring punch to put
Downs in the driver’s seat with a minute reaining, but Jenkins came back with
the tying goal jWd later Medeiros with the winner.

M ._Lbe game, but at least he expect

lsin Booth, gaslie Jay Evans and Brian Macks (I-r) were all smiles after Blue
gubmuwmnmmmvm.dmnmmy--mmmm.

Major Novice

Around the middle of the hockey season, Milton Blue Cab did what appeared
to be an about face. They turned their backs on their defeats (many)
and switched into the winning gear, claiming victory in 12 of their last 13 con-
tests. But it wasn't quite the radical break it appeared.

Blue Cab had lost a lot of their early games by only one goal, coach Rick

ings explained. It was of entation and growth that led
ing formula for Blue Cab in the second half of the season, & formula
major novige division championship Saturday.
y's 2-1 in owertime to claim the title that must have
moon at Christmas.
season we had only two wins but in the second half we
"' Goodings said. “‘Our goalie, (Jaceb Evans) really kick-
guys were trying goal and we settied on him “wround

" The overtime was tense, but
that extra'mile. ‘‘Our team won most of their games

a rur.h :

week the goals coming .

well only one against since Evans over."
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d expected the game to be close. 1 figured 3-1, maybe 3-2 either
't see the puck in our end. In overtime they were

"
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Minor Atom

Time and time again Lhr‘:ﬁhout the house-league hockey playoffs the point
was illustrated, anythi d happen. The minor atom final was just as un-
predictable, worse luck for Midas Muffler.

Docs and Dents downed Midas Muffler 6-1 Saturday, a result that probably
lurwiled them as much as it did the ition.

“We had tough times in the pla ;' admitted Medics coach Dennis
Charko. We lost to As We Grow (43) jed Midas (44) and McCuaig In-
surance (220)." Medics edged the Lions 3-2 for their only playoff victory.

Over r season, Medics had beaten Midas twice, however, and
them twjce. “But it could have gone either way," Charkosaid. ‘“They had the
scoring champion of the league (division, John Fraser) on their w&m. |
thought it would be a tight game and that the defence would win it. But our
guys were up for the game. Theri'oglayed well "

Medics mounted a 4-0 first- lead. Robert Gaeton popped two goals for
Medics to pace their attack. Chris Charko got the first of his pair in the open-

ing period. .
ned the scoring (his first of twg) for MedicBWit 5:42 remain-

s Holley ope t
ing of the first and two minutes later Gaeton was nrmmf up for two goals on

the same shift. He got one, but just before he mu'ed:lzl n Midas almost did,
as got the puck loose behind Medic goalie Aaron Himmill. But Hamill did
a k Fosbury flop on the rubber to recover. Medics immediately drove
down to the other end of the ice and Gaeton got his second with a sharp
backhander, Charko got his second with 32 seconds remaining in the opening
riod. |

peMike Foster broke up Medics’ momentum with the first’goal of the second
period. Derek Collis assisted. But Medics came back with two goals as Charko
and Holley went back for secdnds. Charko broke in on the goalie alone and
Holley shoved in Charko's rebound. Midas goalie Ray Bastaraclié, despite the
score, often worked well under pressure and came up with clutch saves. Ham-
mill did the same thing late in the game, viggn Midas pressed vainly for a
goal. . | oo .
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Auto minor peewee players drate their big win over IWA in the
finals. IWA had beaten them 10-0 the week before.

Major Atom

~Thegahad come from behind against KSA before, and they had to do it again
Séturday.

8t. Clair Paint and Paper was down 20 in the second period of the major
atom champiothmme but slammed in three goals to take a 3-2 lead at the
end of the second. teams swapped goals in the final frame, with St. Clair
scorihg the tie-breaker to clinc titie at 4:16 remaining.

Winning coach Rod Kingdon may have been chewing his fingernails during
to be doing that.

“We were expecting to have to come from behind,”’ Kingdon said.

Coming  from behind is old hat for St. Clair. They.rallied to beat Gus
Mowbray Flames twice (3-2, 3-1)in the playoffs. Over t r season they
split with KSA, but rebounded from a 4-1 deficit to lose 4-3 in oné contest. They
beat KSA 3-2 in their other match. _

St. Clair dropped two playoff #ames, 8-3 to Corbett’s and 3-1 to the Tim Hor-
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rt of the season,

“In the Tirst or four games we were blowing everyone away.“‘ﬁe said.
‘“We had two very strong players, Adam Gould and Greg Baldwin.”’ But other
teams started to shadow the two St. Clair stars heavily.

“Our other kids had to cover for them,” Kingdon said. ‘‘And then we drop-

Adam back to defence and the other kids had to impgove. And they did, *
y started playing like a team. In the last five or six w we've had three
steady lines.’

The team's* ing balance was indicated by the fact that four different
shooters scored goals for the winners. Jody Brown, Sean Neilson, paldwin and
Gould (with the winner) cashed for St. Clair.

It didn’t look like anyone was going to score forSt. Clair early on. Tony Piaz-
zo connected for KSA's first at 8:11 remai of the first and Mark Fielden
scored their second at 9:07 of the middle period.

“When we were down 2-0 | didn't give up hope,”’ Kingdon said. ‘“‘Once we got
that one goal everything just seemed to come together,”

Brown was the St. Clair catalyst, scoring through a'screen on a low shot at
5:10 remaining of the second. At 2:59 Nielson tied it with a well-placed low shot
after St. CI#ir moved the puck around well in the KSA zone.

With 36 seconds remaining in the second stanza, Baldwin put St. Clair in the

ver’s seat by banging one in off a post. .

tied it at 6:00 of the final frame.as Craig Janzen poked a loose puck

behind St. Clair netminder Danny Fiorita. But Gould decided the issue with a
fine solo rush to score with 4:16 remaining.

“These kids were good to work with,” said St. Clair assistant coach Ken

Gould. ‘““They helped us and we helped them "

Minor Peewee

A scoreless first period. A scoreless second period. Time slips uwaé:‘ive
minutes left. Four. Three. Finally it happens, and that one goal is dif-
ference and the losers. And only the week before there
had been a difference.

And it was the other way around.

But when it counted Saturday afternoon, Supreme Auto Collision came
withthlﬁlltheynndedto it all. Sean Boyle flipped a wrist .
unassisted, to make the difference between his club and IWA : ‘
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canfuso. “We were already in (the final).”

Over the regular season each team had taken two wins from the other, Boc-
canfuso said. In playoffs Supreme Auto had finished second, beating Bell
Brothers 3-1;,and tying Halton Pools at one along with their loss to .
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down. They got it into their minds, what they wanted to
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been scored against them in the last four .

over latter

ing some good players, coach Dave Dermo said. Number two scorer Philli
Greg was away, as was Scott Baker. Defenceman Jeff Green was inj
several weeks ago.

Major Peewee

They had tied the championship opposition twice and lost to them twice over
g regular season. They had beaten them only once. But they had beaten
m 13-2. .

was capable of producing when they wanted to. Villa felt he had a
t could generate ive offence when they so desired. Saturday
Queen didn't fire a fusilade of goals, but they scored three more than Dan's
Auto Body to win by shutout.

. According to coach Dean Villa, that one-sided win was the effort Speed

Speed Queen shut out Dan’s Auto Body 3-0 in the-major peewee final but

Steve Dunn (leftyand Ed Dillon, the most improved and most sportsmaniike team
players, didn't seem to mind too much.

“I'm not surprised we beat them with the téam we had,”’ Villa said. ‘‘When
thh:Speed Queen) put their minds to. could beat them."

ile not anticipating a shutout for Chris Cheevers, Villa acknowledged

that it was a plesant by-product of S n's game plan. ‘‘Our game plan
was to forecheck. It (the shoutout) had a lot to do with our forechecking.’

. l::k well, Villa’s players keyed on Dan’s two ace players, Ed Dillon and Chris

In playoff actien prior to the championship, Dan’s beat Speed Queen 3-2.

Queen first-place league f rs Thruway Mufflers 60 and

Guardian at four. .

But Villa said his team was ?a‘ming strength through the latter part of the

regular season and s. “As we went along we gained confidence.

the playo

And we were really pu.rliﬁci for this (Dan’'s) game."

Shane Miller, one of guns on Speeg Queen, scored two goals and
-assisted on the third as Speed
stanza. Adam.Murray, who Villa called “probably the best two-way player on
the team’’ Sogred Speed Queen’s other goal. - it

Dan'’s tried to rally late in the game but S Queen gnm're Chris vaers.

g
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who Villa said “played great,'’ stonewalled them.

Anything can happen in overtime. But a power play can make the outcome a
bit more predictable. It did when [snor Contructien squared off for ‘extra inn-
l.n?s against Mr. Submagrine.

snor, a peewee-aged'roster team, capitalized on a four-on-three situation
early in the first'overtime period to shade Mr. Submarine 2-1. Jay Mallany

the ‘goal and Danny Hierman assisted. .

r. Submarine had almost taken the title with 1:07 remaining in regulation
time when they put the puck in net from short range, but a penalty was
called on the play and the goal diSallowed.

The teams battled through a tight contegé, with the roster players moving
the puck around adeptly and the older bantam players determined to beat
their younger nis. ,

Darryl Gould for Mr. Submarinegin the first period, assisted by Todd
Symmers and Dwaynmirea* Isnor didi’t tie the score until the third period,
when Keith $C from Mario Dal Bello and Dale Bennett.

Isnor had their first round-robin playoff game to Mr. Sub 10 but
beat Remax 8-0 and dowried Stella Parton Real Estate 5-2.

" we'd played Mr. Sub all year we'd had dynamite games, " said Isnor

ch Williams after the game. ““It's been wins and losses for both
t _Rightfully it (the fina]) should have been a tie. It was an‘&;-dy‘s game,
[ think the two best teams were in the final."

Isnor likes to stall the opposition rather than blow them away. ‘‘The strong

rt of our gamwe is forechecking,” Williams said. ‘‘Taking the puck away

them in their end. We don't score that many goals. But it was anybody’s
game in overtime.” :

Bus Lines’ 6-2

.

n got all the goals they needed in the second |




