When you’re told that yQu re an usher
here are some pointers to remember

Being an usher in a friend’'s wed- ing thal they're somehow falling cessories. Ushers who live in the area be in charge of reminding the other there.
ding is an experience that's an honor . down on the job. cnnulllytinpbyl{:arselactedlm‘ attendants to,get measuréd and to * Your best man will be responsi-
usually a lot of fun, too. If you're getting married soon, you malwear ir fittings. Out- pick up the mtd-town ushers’ tux- : '
But, lccurdlng to Bride's can smooth the way for your ushers of-town uhu'l can be measured at a edos before the wedding. ring. Recommend that he keep the o
magazihe, some ushers do have one by making clear plans now formalwear shop in their respective * Arrange ccommodations for ring in its box not loose in his
complaist: The bride and groom * Make arrangements for wedding cities and then send you the out-of-towners. Perhaps a resident ﬁulwherut may get temporarily g
never tell them exactly what they'd formalweqr as soon as possible — to measurements. usher could offer rin home to lost) — or on his finger (which might
like them to do. So they flounder, feel- avoid wrong sizes and forgotten ac- Ask one relhtﬂe;uident usher to groomsmen who are coming from far swell!)
away? Your ushers might also * Tell your attendants exactly \#lt

What’s behind the traditions? SE=msins wimmen brs

I‘MI dinner, as well as pre- uests: any s al seati r
ppens in every wedding: The herself, the crowd would have  The frist piece of wedding cake is rties, and the ceremony Eangﬂnmu?huwpel;ey can ne;;“m:ﬂ
hnde and groom exchange rings. methmg to fight over — and she cut and eaten by the bride and greom ltacl! Il take place. Set the atten- yup stragglers for the wedding
They share cake. The bride throws would escape intact! as a carryover from the time when dants' parties and other late-night ographer
her The M ““ﬂml")' serv- ﬂ‘! lh.ringd fMﬂr w1 often was celebrations for the w&tm Mm e UUshers act as extensions of the
But db you know how these customs ed the serious purpose of protecting the marriage. Teutons, Tor example, the ceremony — to prevent morning- host of the wedding. They should keep
began?” THE BRIDE: A celebration urquemgrm from the curses were wed after drinking after hangovers and bloodshot eyes at an eye on the guests — especially
(Harry N. Abrams, Inc.), a book by of evil-wishers. They dressed in mead together for 30 days. (The w the altar. those who ‘are elderly. They might
Barbara Tober. Editor-in<Chief of clothes mctly hktﬂmdtbthride bridal comes from bride-ale ) And uwthemghl before your wed drive or direct ﬂlﬂ'ﬂlﬂ to the rec
Bride's magazine, reveals their and groom, so the identity of the hap- | ding for an early-evening rehearsal tion, get them drinks and food, help
sometimes surprising origins. Py couple was kept secret on the way  The aisle runner protected the dinner — to ensure that out-of town guests who have overimbibed, or
The bride throws her bouquet soan to the church and until they were bride from evil spirits who, it was sttendants, who may arrive only one serve as troubleshooters to quietly
unmarried friend can “‘catch’” some safely married. thought, lived below the ground .day before the ceremony, will be resolyve a problem.
“luch in romance, goes the modern ex- i :
planation. But the custom actually
started as a form of self -defence
In times past, belief in the mystical
value of a bride’'s adornments promp-
ted friends and strangers alike to try
ab a piecq of her dutfit. Even-
tul ff some clever bride found that
her flowers away from
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