Canada may be a great place to visit, but a
matter of self respect is keeping Rotary Ex-
change Student Gerti Botha from staying here.

Young south African men consider serving
for two years in the army—a fact of life either
after high school or university, but now that
their country is at war, it has become a grim
fact.

Gert is finished high school and came to
Canada to delay his inevitable army enrol-
ment, but now has decided to return home ear-
ly to join his friends in the forces.

Following three months of basic training be-
ginning in early January, the 19-year-old could
end up at Tempie, an area of dense forest and

extreme heat.

One of his school friends has already died
there while another is still involved in the
fighting and corresponds with Gert..

‘“Two of my friends got themselves stationed
in Port Elizabeth (Gert 's home town) and they

go home every night,’”’ he says.

It's more than
patriotic feeling

Gert will consider officer's courses or
special training as the men have some options,
although they don’t have the final say.

He says his decision to return home is more
than just patriotic.

“It goes deeper than that, it is something I
believe in. To hide from it means losing my self
respect,’”’ Gert- contends.

He is relying on the South African govern-
ment to end the fighting as they are responsible
for starting it. Gert. has been following the
unrest in South Africa while in Canada and ad-
mits newspaper accounts are reasonably ac-
curate and fair but he does detect a certain
slant.

“It is very difficult to understand our
complexities and it is easy to take the
simplistic view,’’ suggests the young man.

Since arriving in Milton Jan. 19, 1981 Gert  at-
tended Milton District High School more for the
purpose of making friends than achieving
grades,

“Back home I was an honor student,”’ he
says.

When he told his friends why he was re-
turning to South Africa early, he was surprised
by their shock.

“It is nice to see a society where people don't
have to worry about going to war,’’ he says.
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Gert Botha

He adds he appreciates everyone’'s concern
for him, but admits its not that bad, ‘‘like El Sa-
Ilvador or something.”’

Unlike the majority of young Canadian men,
those in South Africa have been regimented
since the day they started high school. At that
level, 70 minutes each week are dedicated to
parade ground drills and rifle shooting prac-
tice. Strict discipline filters through the entire
school system and bad behaviour is not toler-

ated.

Couldn’t believe
school freedom

This is one of the reasons Gert decided to at-
tend school while in Canada, just to see what it
was like. At first he couldn’'t believe the
freedom and the lack of the toe-the-line attitude
students in his country are accustomed to.

““Here you don’t need our Kind of discipline
and it teaches kids self-discipline. The Cana-

Excange student leaves Milton
to serve his native South Africa

dian system says if you want to excel you have
everything to do that and our system says you
will behave. It's hard to say which is better,”

admits Gert .
Gert didn’'t want this story to take on a de-

pressing tone and dwell on the war he will
return to. He's enjoyed his stay here, the four
families who shared his time and their homes
and the numerous friends he's made.

He has probably seen more of this country
than many who live here, traveling this sum-
mer with a group of exchange students to
Quebec and Alberta. During his travels, which
took him as far south as Texas, he found Toron-

to to be his favourite city.

Found Canadians
good people

He considers Canadians really good people,
especially when compared with the Americans
he met during his visit to the United States.

Although he took in numerous sights it's the
people and the friends he found here which he
will always remember.

Despite the discipline atmosphere South
Africans are schooled in, kids will be kids, ac-
cording to Gerti.

“They are the same all over. Kids like to par-
ty,”’ he says.

One Canadian celebration he was looking for-
ward to sharing is Christmas. His early return
means missing his opportunity to witness a
white Christmas but it will be spent on the
beach with his mother, and younger brother

and sister instead.
‘“We have a candlelight service on the beach

Christmas eve, dressed in shorts and sandals,”

he says.

For someone who is accustomed to winter
lows of 12 degrees (C), Canada’s climate is
something he will be glad to put behind him.

“Back home, the nice weather is accepted
and we take it for granted,’’ he says.

Although he will be leaving Canada Satur-
day, Gert will not be reunited with his family
until Dec. 7, 1981. In New York he will meet a
fellow South African exchange student who
spent his year in Texas.

The pair will continue their away-from-home
adventures in England and Holland before
heading back to their tropical homeland.

“I'm excited about the trip and am looking
forward to a month in the sun at home,”’ he

says.

A misinterpretation of
terminology has Betty
Fisher angry and upset.

Fisher, who re-
presents Georgetown on
the Halton Board of

Education, explained
that she was em-
barrassed to have to
face the Ministry of
Education with the local
board'’s executive
committee’'s interpret-

ation of a special report
on continuing education.

Thursday night at the
board's meeting in
Burlington, trustees got
a chance to pursue the
executive's  interpret-
ation of The Association
of Large School Board’s
in Ontario’s (ALSBO)
response to the
Ministry’'s most recent
paper ‘“‘Continuing Edu-
cation: The Third Sy-
stem.”’

Fisher is chairman of
the curriculum com-
mittee of ALSBO and is
on the executive of
ALSBO.

Fisher contends her
committee feels adults
should be given more
choice of continuing
education subjects but
not necessarily offered
free of charge. The exe-
cutive had interpreted it
that ALSBO was putting
more stress on the adult
and not education’s
primary concern—the
children. This of course
is not true, Fisher says.

Fisher was extremely
upset by the executive's
interpretation of a
portion of the education
act.

The trustee said
ALSBO believes that it is
essential that the prov-
ince continue to fund

| both credit and non-
credit continuing
education courses

equally. The executive
committee interprete”’

the statement to say the
board should provide
free continued education
in non-credit courses.
Fisher took exception to

The Canadian Champion, Wed., Nov. 25, 1981

D7

that.

“How on earth did
they interpret that when
the section did not ment-
ion any funding at all by
the board.”

Fisher asked the exe-
cutive committee

‘nether they still stayed
with the fact that all
credit courses should be
paid for by the tax-

“OVER 30 YEARS
EXPERIENCE”

STOCKS &
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payers, when in fact the
education act states that
a person has seven years
to complete secondary
education and that the
definition of secondary
student in the act has no
age limit. Therefore, she
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Betty Fisher gets angry

said, if a person quits
school after grade 10 and
wishes to come back into
the system at age 35 then
that person has five
more years to complete
the secondary school
free of charge.

UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUCTION
Thursday, December 10th, 1981
CONCORD, (TORONTO) ONTARIO
ON BEHALF OF: Crothers Limited
SALE SITE: 1 Crothers Drive, Concord

(Toronto) Ontario

SALE SITE PHONE: (416) 669-9575
ONTARIO DEALERS LICENCE REG. NO.

13960

CRAWLER TRACTORS incl: 1980 Cat DBK, 77 Cat DBK. 1975 Car DBK. Cat
D8H: Cat DBE; 1981 Cat D7G; 2- 1974 Cat D7F's, Cat D7E, 2-1973 Ca1 D6C's
Cat D6C; Coat DAE; 1979 Cat D6D; 1980 Cat D38; 1979 Cat DIB; 1979 Cat D3

1875 Cat D3, 2-1976 John Deere 350C. 1974 John Deere 3508 19772 John
Deore 3508 WHEEL LOADERS incl: 1973 Cat 988 1978 Cat 9880 1976 Cat
9660 1975 Cat 966C; 1975 Cat 966C . 1975 Cat 950 1980 Cat 910 Michigan
176A; Hough 120-3-Hough 100A; Fiat-Allis 545 Allis-Chalmers TL16
CRAWLER LOADERS incl: Cat977L; 1977 Cat 9551 1974 Cat 951C 1975 Cat
3418, 1979 Cat 9318; 1977 Cat 931; 1976 Massey Ferguson 800C: John
Deere 4508 EXCAVATORS incl- 1980 Cat 245, 1981 Cat 235; 1980 Cat 235
1977 Cat 235; 1976 Cat 235, 1980 Cat 225. 1976 Cat 225 1980 Cat 215 1974
Linkbeit LS5000; 1978 JCB BO68. 2 - Hitachi UH12: 1972 John Deera 690A

ROCK TRUCKS incl: 1979 DJB D275

1578 DJB D275 MOTOR GRADERS

incl: Cat 14D; Cat 120; 1972 Cat 14E; Cat 12 LOADEFR'BACKMHOES ncl
2-1978 JCB 3C's; 1977 John Deere 310A SKIDDERS incl. 1974 Cat 518 2
Clark Ranger 664; Timberjack 330 DUMP TRUCKS inc! 3-1976 Mack DM&00
T/A; & 1976 Autocar T/A dumps. FORKLIFTS incl. Towmotor Model 502
5.000 Ib; Cat model T508 - 5,000 Ib, Hyster Ransome 3500 Ib elec COM-
PACTION incl: 1979 Wacker 900 S P ; Rosco tow-type; Bomag 385 towtype
Bros SPV735 MOBILE CRANE: Lima 34 - 25 Ton COMPRESSORS: 1978 1-R
DXL 750 CFM. AIR TRACK 1979 1-RECM 350 CRUSHER: Cedarapids 22 x 36
jaw. MISC. incl: Truck Tractors, Trailers: Pickups

Write or phone for FREE Brochure

RITCHIE BROS.

Auctioneers

TORONTO OFFICE:
Unit 67784 Martingrove Road,
Woodbridge, Ontario. LAL 2C6
Phone: (416) 745-6950

PETER R.

INSURANCE
855 SYER DRIVE
MILTON, ONTARIO L9T 4C8
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All secondary schools
in Halton will have office
managers, the Halton
Board of Education
decided Thursday night.

Trustees voted for a

‘revision in the present
‘administration structure
to reflect an expansion

of the office manager
responsibilities in the
business managers’ job
description.

“Through this
revision, the business
manager will now be
responsible for the
admnistration of the

procedures and prac-
tices relating to the OPA
Collective

Because of the change
in job description, a
manager for each school
The
only
allows for schools of
1,000 or more Lo have a

1S necessary.
present  policy

manager.

Business
are responsible for a
wide variety of items.
such as

and practices, liaison
with head caretaker and
municipal recreation
department, supervision

Office manager at schools

managers

the admini-
stration of procedures

QUour Neighbourhood
Yneurance Specialict”

of cafeteria operations, maintenance budgets,
administration of supply book store, granting of
and capital budgets, books, supply teachers,
funds, etc.

e Home ® Automobile ® Tenant
¢ Commercial and Industrial

878-6774

non-board

NORVAL JUNCTION

(formerly the Riviera)

FRIDAY NIGHT

BIG *1,000 JACKPOT
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(Special discounts available on
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ROUNDS  at7:00p.m. ROUNDS 25% OFF

See our NEWLY ARRIVED selection §
§F { of table lamps!
. A TIFFANY LAMPS—we have

PHONE 877-2385 FOR INFORMATION
SPONSORED BY
KINSMEN CLUB OF GEORGETOWN
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| FREE BUS FROM largest selection in Milton! |
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Mother’s break? Some kids just can’t
give their moms a break like Katie Mur-
ph{ who figured her mother Julie needed
a hand making Christmas crafts. The
crafts and other goodies will be sold at
The Centre by the women involved in the
mother’s break and pre-school program
each Friday morning at The Centre.

iddies *Corne

about Big Mac that keeps

WIN McDONALD'S
GIFT CERTIFICATES

AND WATCHES.

GET YOUR CRAYONS AND FELT MAKK §.
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VIDEO CLUB

| Large Selection %
of Daily or Weekl

Up-to-date Films Rental Rates
of Your Choice!

Milton Colour & Sound
HALTON VIDEO LTD.

18 THOMPSON RD. UNIT 1, MILTON
876-1175

Nobody can do it

like McDonald's can

you coming back.

Follow me to some
coloring fun.

CERTIFICATES. ENTRIES WILL BE JUDGED
ON ORIGINALITY.

SEND YOURENTRY TO:

THE CANADIAN CHAMPION, b e et
191 MAIN STREET EAST, MILTON ko

ONTARIO.
ENTER AS OFTEN AS YOU LIKE

CRReRe

PERSPECTIV

Name: i ;
i g \ It’s a grand slam
Address: 'h way to keep you in
Age: oy e it 1=4'4 - VOULR Qi TV
Champion in your home today.

For home delivery call
The Champion office today at
878-2341.

ALL FOR ONE LOW PRICE 25

LAST WEEK'S WINNERS

8E A CHAMPION
CARRIER NOW

Jesse Hamilton
Gordon Kenny

Lisa Bilton

Thank you for your full
participation in our colour
contest. Keep them coming.

All winners listed please pick up your coupons from
\ The Canadian Champion office.




