ton’s official plan,
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By Steve Arnold

Halton councillors
have  agreed to start
downdmsthf tortuous rofad
lea 0 aprrova.l of a
temporary sludge stor-
age lagoon in Burling-
ton.

Councillors  agreed
last week to start the

approval process, even
though the temporary
facility may never be
used or needed.

In a report to mem-
bers of the planning and
public works and admin-
istration and finance
committees, public
works director Bob
Moore said the facility,
when constructed, would

Region rejects

1 :
i e e - - - i :

= S T e e N

be used only on an emer-
gency basis.

He explained that the
recently concluded year
to year agreement with
Oakville farmer Haroid
Lawrence assures the
region of a temporary
storage facility for its
sewage sludge.

If that lagoon should
become unavailable, in
the future however,
another facility would be
needed, at least until the
permanent enc'osed
tanks can be located and
constructed.

Dennis Perlin, Hal-
ton’s chief administra-
tive officer, told council-
lors that the terms of the

provincial Environm-
ental Protection Act
make the Burlington
dump the only place
temporary lagoons could
be located without a long
and expensive environ-
mental impact hearing.
Despite Mr. Perlin's
repeated urgings to
make the emergency ar-
rangements, some Bur-
lington councillors
opposed the recom-
mendation because of
public pressure.
Councillor Walter
Mulkewich (Burlington)
attempted an amend-
ment requiring regional
staff to study several
alternative locations for

amendment
to official plan

An amendment to Mil-
ap-
proved by the Jocal
council, has been re-
jected by Halton
regional council.

Councillors voted last
week to reject the
amendment which
would have added 72
acres to the Milton-401
Industrial Park.

Brian Armstrong,
lawyer for the Oshawa
Properties Ltd. which
owns the site, urged
councillors to approve
the proposal, which had
been rejected by the
planning and public
works committee.

Mr. Armstrong said

Drug
war

The Halton Board of
Education is the most
advanced board in
Ontario in accepting re-
sponsibility and taking a
stand in dealing with

and aleohol, ac-
cording to a
entative of the Addiction
Research  Foundation
(ARF)

Dick O'Brien, com-
munity consultant for
the Halton Region, told
board members
Thursday evening that
““this board is the most
co-operative in taking a
definite stand,”” in the
war against drug addict-
ions.

He and his co-workers
have also been very im-
pressed with the co-
operation from board
staff, he told trustees,
especially people like
Em Lavender, director
of education, R.G
Stoness, superintendent
of instruction, Bob
Williams, Jack Richard-
son and June Thompson.

The ARF, in con-
junction with the board,
has set up a training pro-
gram for 18 teachers to
train others in how to
deal with the drug prob-
lem, particularly in
health courses so the
teachers have the con-
fidence and competence
to deal effectively with
the students.

A resource package
will be made available in
every library in all
schools in
O’Brien said, to make
the information readily
available to the
students.

Students around the
region were asked to
comment after reading
the package. One grade
nine student said *“I
found that this course
helped me understand
the drug problem today.
It has discuuruged me
from trying drugs.”

A grade seven student
said she was afraid to
discuss drugs with fam-
ily members, but now
she can learn it all at

school.
A grade

four

to stop smoking, she
wrote.,

Board Chairman Bill
Lawson said programs
have been aimed at the
secondary level, but
there is a definite need to
have it in the younger
grades.

O’Brien showed a Walt
Disney Cartoon with a
cigarette addict Goofy,
who is trying to quit. At
the conclusion of the
cartoon, Lawson re
marked, ‘“‘As a smoker, I

have no comment.”

Halton, |

Acton |

the principle objections
to the amendment raised
by regional staff con-
cerned difficulties in
providing water and
sewer services and the
need to preserve farm
land.

“There is a miscon-
ception,’”’ he said, ““that
this official plan amend-
ment is in the nature of a
johnny-come-lately
scheme, an effort to tag
along for a free ride.”

Mr. Armstrong tried
to explain to councillors
that his client had been
involved in the planning
of the area since the
beginning of the scheme
but had signed a later
agreement with the town
because of special pro-
tracted negotiations
over the development.

“Our development
agreement parallels
exactly those of the
other landowners in the
Official Plan Amend-
ment Seven area. What
we are dealing with is an
adjustment to the plan,”
he said.

The industrial park,
which will attraet up to
15,000 jobs to the town,
will be located at the
junction of Hwy. 401 and
25. In total it involves
1,400 acres of land.

Mr. Armstrong said

the 72 acres owned by his
client would increase the

size of the total park by
only five per cent.

““The staff report con-

veys the impression that
this would be a change in
direction or policy for
the region,”” he said,
adding that because of
the provincial Minister
of Housing has not made
a decision designating
the land for a particular
kind of development,
this amendment does not
represent a change in
direction for the region.

“In my submission,”
he said, ‘‘these lands are
not to be viewed as
prime agricultural land.
They have no regional
significance at all.”

“My clients have no
intention of maintaining
this land in agricultural

production,” he added.

Mr. Armstrong added
that the type of industry
being considered for the
land, bounded by the
Frankel Steel plant,
Hwy. 25 and the hydro
corridor, would be able
to function on rural ser-
vices.

“By talking about ser-
vicing concerns the staff
is raising what is most
properly characterized
as a red herring,’
said.

hl‘h

the temporary emer-
gency lagoons.
“Obviously we have to
do something to deal
with sludge in a positive
way,” he said, adding
that public meetmgs in
the area of the Burling-
ton dump have raised
great concern over the
possibility of locating
sludge lagoons there.
“’l"he situation has
changed since the time
when we first considered
this,”” he said. ““We no
longer face the situation
that the staff said had

our backs to the wall.”
Before the Lawrence

agreement was reached
. regional officials

had faced the possibility
of having no location for
temporary storage of the
sludge during the per-
iods when it could not be
spread on farm fields.

‘“This proposal will
certainly spend a great
deal of the taxpayers’
money because it will be
opposed,”” Mr. Mulke-
wich added.

“This amendment,”
he said, “‘is an attempt
to get us back on a
proper planning ap-
proach. Obviously we
have to look at a number
of sites.”

Councillor Joan Little

(Burlington) also op-
posed the recomnmenda-
tion, saying “‘an open
laguun in a residential
area makes no sense at
all.”

She said it would be
better for the region to
start working imme-
diately on the process
needed to get approval
for the permanent en-
closed tanks.

Burlington Mayor
Roly Bird also lined up
with his councillors in
opposing the recom-
mendation and sup-
porting Mr. Mulkewich’s
amendment.

“I'm not prepared to
put my community in
jeopardy by not having a
proper public hearing.

I'm not afraid to go

through a proper pro-
cess,”’ he said.

Mr. Perlin said the
region could expect to

spend up to $40,000 on the |

initial stages of the ap-
proval process for a per-
manent facility.

The actual hearings
couldn’t be expected to
start before January and
they would be followed
by a review and appeal
process.

‘“Regional council has
had experience before
with trying to get long

Water

of senior staff.

carry out the study.

Region

Two Derry Rd. families are going to have to
endure a while longer without an adequate
water supply to their homes.

Regional council last week refused a request
from Joe Shea and Enio Sclisizzi who claim
their wells have dried up because of construc-
tion work at the nearby Timberlea subdivision.

Members of the planning and public works
committee had recommended against allowing
the homes to connect to the regional water

main because they are outside the urban area
of Milton.

A final decision was defer red.

A separate report will be prepared by staff
examining the effects of development on ex-
isting housing and the region’s liability

GO exemption

Halton councillors have agreed to pay a con-
sulting firm up to $14,175 to study the pay levels
Council members approved a recommenda-
tion from the administration and finance com-
mittee recently which appointed H. V. Chap-
man Consulting and Compensation Ltd. to

denied

term facilities in place.
It's a long process that S
involved here and
there's no guarantee
that somebody won't ob-
ject,”’ he said.

“This long term solu-
tion will take a very,
very long time to get in-
volved,”’ he added.

Councillor Bill John-
son (Milton) said the
objections being raised
by the Burlington mem-
bers were  simply
another example of the
north-south conflict iIn
Halton.

“The south seems to
want all the population
but they don’t want the
garbage that goes along
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Seek sludge storage approval

with it, they want to
shove that off onto the
people in the rural
areas,’’ he said.

“If anything was to
happen to Mr. Lawrence
we would have nothing
for some time and we
need a temporary stor-
age facility near where
this stuff is generated,”
Mr. Johnson added.

Halton Hills Mayor
Peter Pomeroy took the
same vein in his com-
ments.

“It’'s strange,”’ he
said, ‘““how when you
talk about putting urban
sludge in urban areas
the urban councillors get
all excit
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