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BY DON MCCABE, VICE-PRESIDENT.
___ONTARIO FEDERATION OF AGRICULTURE

Rarely do farmers take the time to celebrate the accom-
B lishments of their industry. A significant milestone — the
— 40th anniversary of Earth Day — was marked on April 22, and
O farmers have every right to tell their fellow citizens about
s everything they have been doing to protect the earth and
T improve its environment.

With the joint leadership of the Ontario Farm Animal
< Council and AGCare, farmers have been encouraged to write
about their environmental accomplishments with letters to

editors of local newspapers.

There’s a lot to talk about in such letters — everything from
their conservation tillage etforts to planting trees, production
of renewable energy with wind turbines and biodigesters to
solar installations to heat barns and power a variety ot oper-
ations around the farm.

For decades farmers and their families have been employ-
ing Environmental Farm Plans (EFP) to ensure their farming
operations are friendly to the environment. Through the EFP
and its workshops and books, farm families are able to iden-
tity areas of their farms that can benetit from improved envi-
ronmental practices.

When these improvements are made, farmers have been
eligible for thousands of dollars to turther encourage them to
save and protect the environment. Officials estimate farmers
added $32 million of their own funds for projects in 2009.

Ontario farmers were out in front ol farmers elsewhere in
Canada with their EFP projects. Farmers across Canada wit-
nessed what Ontario farmers were doing to enhance the envi-
ronment on their farms, and recently started projects in their
province.

Advances in technology have been a major intluence in
improving the environmental care of our farms. These
advances make it possible for today’s farmer to use satellite
imagery to pinpoint the applications of plam nutrients and
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herbicides to protect the crops we plant. Using Global
Positioning Systems on their farms, we know exactly where
weeds are a problem, and where additional nutrients are
needed to achieve the (}ptimum yields.
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OFA : Farmers Proud Of Environment Efforts

This technology allows today’s farmers to optimize the

applications of nutrients and crop protection materials,
ensuring over-applications don’t occur and products are not
wasted.

Integrated Pest Management systems have been employed
to identify the best and most appropriate ways and means of
dealing with pests to minimize pesticide use. These systems
have enabled Ontario farmers to cut pesticide usage in hall
over the past 20 years.

But in using the technologies at hand today, our farmers
have also dramatically increased the production from their
farms. Factor productivity improvements in agriculture his-
torically outstrip all other areas of our economy:

While feeding Canadians and people around the world
our farmers are also providing valuable ecological goods and
services. Farmers using no till or low till practices help
sequester carbon in the soil, reducing the green house gas
effect on our environment.

New feeding regimes for livestock will reduce methane
released into the atmosphere. Green energy production on
the farm use green house gasses to generate some of Ontario’s
electricity needs for the future. So as governments move
ahead on greenhouse gas policies, they need to know
Canadian agriculture may be 10 per cent of the problem, but
we can be 20 per cent of the solution.

Ontario farms do much more that grow our healthy and
nutritious food. They serve as valuable water recharge areas.
provide habitat for thousands of species of wildlile and,
through modern farming practices, help preserve our valu-
able soil resources. How does that compare to an urban city
block?

Ontario farmers have much to be proud of as we celebrate
Earth Day. And Ontario’s consumers have much to be proud
of when they ask their retailer for Ontario-grown food.
Consumers can be proud of supporting Ontario tarmers who
continue to improve our environment.
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= 2690 Sq. Ft, 9’ Ceilings On
.8 Main Lvl, Separate & For-
# mal Lr & Dr. U/G Kitchen
| ceeeetn . With Granite Counters &

: TSRS Ceramic B/S. Hdwd Stair-
case, 4 Bdrms, Den & Laundry On 2nd Level. W/O To Balcony. Fridge,
Stove, B/l Dishwasher, Over The Range Microwave, Washer, Dryer, Win-
dow Coverings, 2 Egdo, Humidifier, Cac, Exclude: Lr & Dr Chandzliers
(T.B.R.)., MLS# W1853586 $559,000
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LARGE
PROPERTY

Have You Been Looking For
A Large Two Family Home?
| Do You Need An In-Law
Suite Or An Income Prop-
erty?? Don’t Miss Out On
This Fabulous Opportunity.
This Home Features A Great Layout Of Over 2600 Square Feet Plus A
Finished Two Bedroom Basement Apartment With No Neighbours Be-
hind...& Its On A Wide Lot!!! $379,900

GORGEOUS
MAITTAMY
HOME

Emerson Model backing |
onto green belt, home fea- |
tures high celings, large
principle rooms, upgraded
kitchen w/ stainless steel appliances, wood stair case, luxury master
ensuite,ceramics, walk-out basement,gas bbqg hook up, unspoiled base-
ment with 3pc rough-in ready to go.! $449,900

cOMING mATTAMY POWELL MODEL
SOON: 429,900
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