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Board cuts
some fees
In Halton

By Tina Depko
METROLAND WEST
MEDIA GROUP
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Student fees for items such as
textbooks and course materials like
wood and fabric will be a thing of
the past at public schools in Halton
starting this fall.

The Halton District School Board
(HDSB) approved a new student fee
policy recently that eliminates
charges for registration, textbooks
and course-related materials at both
the elementary and high school lev-
els.

While fees will still be charged |
for what the board calls ‘supplemen- |
tary items and activities’ such as

yearbooks, field trips and athletics, EQUIPPED W|TH Al.l. THE :
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“This is a significant change in
practice,” Joudrie said. “It is very
clear the Education Act does not
allow us to charge course fees that Savings
currently exist in Halton and likely
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Through the new policy, elemen- — — e

| tary schools will receive $20 per stu-

' dent from the board. High schools
| will receive $35 per student.

This is a total cost of $670,000 at

the elementary level and $600,000

'{ at the secondary level, with a com-
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bined price tag of $1.27 million. OAC
This cost will be added as an annual
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The review of secondary school
fees for courses showed that the
average charge per pupil per year
was $35. The range of fees per stu-
dent/school was between $23 and
$41.

The review ol program fee
charges at the elementary level

showed that charges for in-schoo
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