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insurance rules

Newcomers to Canada have many
issues to deal with, not the least o

which is auto insurance. If you don't
do your research and dollow the rules.
you might find that owning a car costs
you a lot more than it should.

While auto insurance is a big part ol
a car owner's budget, there are a lot ol

things vou can do as a newcomer 1o
ensure that ‘}Hler'L' getimg the best rate
['nr»ﬁil'a]t‘_

First. take the time to do some
homework, says Anne Marie Thomas,
of InsuranceHotline.com, an unbiased
comparative quoting service directing
consumers to the insurance companies

which offer the lowest rates. “Some
countries may have similar laws, but it
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lerent and mandatory, and what the

difference in costs could be from one
insurer to the next.”
Here are some of the thines to con-
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D * '- * sider when looking into auto in LN
Apn pLus |. Get the right documentation
from your previous insurer. Canadian

pURCHASE 1 ST MONTH INSUrers h;i‘-ﬂ_' 1ht‘lf t{lli?li”“« Ol YOUr pcCI-
FINANC'NG DOWN SEC”R'TY DUE AT q pAYMENT Ormarnce record. so the more informa-
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_ : ) : lon you can provide about your driv-
Lease or p"r('ha‘se ing record and insurance history in
your home countrv. the better.
“Providing a letter that lists any acci-
dent from your previous insurance
company — and not just a copy of a pol-
icv - can make a huge ditlerence In
your premiums,” advises Thomas.

2. Budget right. Before you buy a
car and get vour insurance, make sure
you understand the entire cost ol own-
ership. “So many new Canadians forget
0 factor in the cost of insurance when

yuving a car. but it can be one ol vour

iggest payments if you're not caretul,”

savs | homas.

3. Shop around. Rates can vary a lot
rom insurer to insurer (there are more
'han 20 insurers in Alberta alone). Free

online resources such as
[nsuranceHotline.com will provide
you with a fast and easy way to com-
pare rates lrom competing insurance
companies and can give you more
quotes than any one insurance broker

(who typically only has quotes from a
handful of insurance companies).

4. Make sure vou have a valid dri-
ver's license. Alberta for example has
reciprocal agreements with a number
of countries. Licenses from Austria,
Belgium, France, Germany, Japan,
South Korea, Switzerland and the UK
(except Northern Ireland), are consid-

ered valid, so drivers don't have to start
at zero and go through the entire grad-
uated licensing program. Otherwise.
driving tests are in order.

5. Get to know your environment.

In a province like Alberta. where win-

| ters can be long, drivers who have
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never experienced sSnow and 1ce may
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find driving a challenge. “If you are not

5 : . N\ _ 4 XN - used to the weather conditions, take a
- - e e | few driving lessons,” says [homas. "t

won't change your rate, but it will help
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*Offers very by model. Not all combinations apply. See lincolncanada.com or Gallinger Ford for details. - way 10 Iit‘t‘l* your insurance costs
down.”
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reduce the risk of accidents. And keep-




