By Tim Foran
ANADIAN CHAMPION STAFI

lown staff are recommending an
Increased budget, but with a cap on partici-
pants, to the municipality’s fee assistance
program for recreational and leisure activi-
ties.

Beginning next year, the municipality
would allow a maximum of 125 low-income
individuals to receive up’to $200 each, for a
total $25,000 budget, to participate in Town-
provided programs, according to a new fee
assistance program policy proposed by staff.

Council can ratify the recommended pol-
ICy at its meeting Monday night.

The proposed maximum budget is only
slightly more than the amount the munici-
pality is likely to spend on the fee assistance
program this year. For the first nine months

of 2009, the Town has provided an average of

$188 assistance to 93 individuals, belonging
to 57 tamilies.

The Town has maintained the fee assis-
tance program since 1994, but a policy out-
lining the maximum number of participants
and eligibility criteria is now necessary due
to the increasing number of low-income
individuals and families requesting financial
assistance, according to a staff report
reviewed by the community services com-
mittee last week.

If take-up of the program continues to
Increase at the rate seen over the past three
years, the municipality would likely receive
applications for more than 125 applicants
next year. It that happened, the municipality

ACCording to the statii report.

Eligibility criteria in the proposed policy
include:

* Fee assistance would be open to resi-
dents of Milton and only for regular recre-
ational or leisure programs — not drop-in
programs, private or semi-private lessons, or
annual fitness passes.

* Assistance wouldn't be eligible for sen-
lors’ programs as the Milton Seniors’ Activity
Centre already administers a separate fee
assistance program for its members.

* Applicants would have to fall below the
Low Income Cut-off (LICO). an income
threshold compiled by Statistics Canada on
an annual basis. The 2008 maximum indi-
vidual income, or LICO, is $18.946.

The median household income before tax
iIn 2006 in Milton was $87.739. about
$20,000 more than the provincial average,
but the number of families living below the
LICO in the municipality increased by 138
per cent from 2001 to 2006, according to the
statf report.

Statistics Canada does not differentiate
LICOs by province, therefore variations in
minimum wages are not taken into account.
Ontario currently has a minimum wage of
$9.50 per hour, second highest to Nunavut.
An individual earning that amount and
working 40 hours a week would be earning
too much to qualify for fee assistance from
Milton.

I'im Foran can be reached at tforan@milton-
canadianchampion.com.

Beaty Branch

Milton Public Library

Grand Opening

Please join us as we celebrate the official opening of Beaty Branch

Monday, November 30

945 Fourth Line Milton, ON L9T 6P8

-Dignitaries - 5:00 p.m
-Speeches & Ribbon Cutting - 5:30 p.m.
-Tour of Branch and refreshments to follow until 8:00 D.M.

ROMP, ;
myra.gibbs@mpl.on.ca or 905.875.2665 ext. 3254

For more information visit us online: www.mpl.on.ca

905-875-0303
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Milton’s Choice for
Ten Years Running!
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Bread & Buns
Baked Fresh
Every Day!

Brandl

Kosher Style 4
Corned Beef

38

/100g

Max Meats
Kaiser
Salami

Capicollo /1008
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Imported European and British ®» |
b Christmas Specialty Items Now Available ™™ L 7
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Product of USA Product of USA

- Mini Carrots Blueberries
1 1b. bag 1/2 pint Pkg.

2 9 2 FOR

| 1 /ea.
Product of USA Product of USA
Blackberries Garden Salad
1/2 pint Pkg. 454 gram bag

2 FOR

5.00

327 Bronte Street S.W

hite Oaks Plaza
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Prices in effect B Bhoie Rt oo o]
Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Wednesday,t:ovemberw Frmayaao an-8pm - |
Saturday 8:30am-6pm |

Tuesday, November 24. . /

ma oUNdAY 9am - 5 pm |
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