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EXPLORE DOWNTOWN MILTON
THIS SUMMEL!

GATHER YOUR FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND NEIGHBOURS!

Experience the heart of Downtown Milton where historical charm
combines traditional and innovative family owned business with today s
frends.

We've got what you're looking for - come see for yourself! Visit our
website for a full directory of restaurants, shops and services all at your
doorstep!

Looking for available space downtown - see our website forlocations just
waiting for your business! Parking is always free in Downtown Milton!
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Downtown Event!
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JON CURRIE / METROLAND WEST MEDIA GROUP

NO SHORTAGE OF HORSEPOWER: Neil McPhail of the recently-estab-

lished Halton 4-H Pullers — sponsored by Halton Turf and Tractor — pulls ‘The
Anchor’ during the recent All-Colour Antigue Tractor and Toy Show at Country

Heritage Park.
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The danger lies in the clear,
watery, toxic sap that, it touched,
sensitizes skin to UV rays and the
sun and can cause everything from
minor spots to severe blisters,
burns and even blindness.

“It's important to avoid any con-
tact with it,” Basit said. “The eltects
of this can be quite devastating.”

Residents who find giant hog-
weed on their properties — most
often rural land — should contact
an expert to get rid of it, Basit said.

The weed thrives in damp areas,
which explains its presence along
the Sixteen Mile Creek. This sum-
mer’s cool. wet weather is to blame
for it flourishing this year, Basit
said.

[t's invasive, which means it
grows and spreads very quickly:
locally, seeds travel along the
Sixteen Mile Creek and can cover
quite a distance.

Basit recommends that residents
who see the plant report it to CH,
which is mapping the locations and
hopes to come up with a control
plan.

The 'Province’s Ontario Weeds
website (www.ontarioweeds.com)
lists five Milton locations where the
presence of giant hogweed has been
verified, most of which is private
land. Spots include along the

Plant's toxic sap can
even cause blindness

Sixteen Mile Creek, behind the
Grand Chalet banquet centre on
Steeles Avenue, near Steeles Avenue
and Martin Street, along Derry
Road west of Ontario Street, and at
Britannia Road and Regional Road
2).

Readers- also reported it along
the east side of Peru Road and in
the overgrown area beside the
Milton Sports Centre.

In addition. it was found — and
quickly removed — by CH staft at
Mountsberg Conservation Area in
front of the Discovery Centre a few
weeks ago, Basit said.

Paul Cripps, the Town’s director
of engineering services, said one
plant was discovered this summer
in Melanie Park and removed.

Since the majority of giant hog-
weed is on private property and not
on the Provinces list ol noxious
weeds under the Weed Control Act
of Ontario, the Town can’t force
landowners to get rid of it, Cripps
said.

Mike Cowbrough, a weed spe-
cialist with the Province, explained
giant hogweed isn't on the noxious
weeds list because the list focuses
on plants that pose a danger to agri-
culture.

Stephanie Hounsell can be
reached at sthiessen@miltoncanadi-
anchampion.com.




