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Regional
budget
approved

By Christina Commisso
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

Halton residents will pay aboul
$14 more lor regional services next
year
Yesterday, regional council
approved the 2012 budget and busi-
ness plan that will see a 1.1 per cent
increase over last year

With a $732.6 mullion operating
budget and $689 9 muillion slated o
capital projects, Haltons 2012 bus:
ness plan seeks to maintain service
levels with a lew exceptions

Five new {Hrimr{llw-. A New
aMDHUiance and two emergendcy
response units will be added to the

EMS department to cope with Halton’s

| growing population

>avings of %4 .9 milhion from pro
vincial uploading will be reinvested
nto social service programs. About
$1.6 milhon will go toward a new
rental assistance program, and add
tional $1 .8 million tor new alfordable
housing units and $%400,000 for
homelessness prevention programs
[he budget included hunds for
three more special waste drop-oil
days and the expansion of Green Cant
programs to apartment and condo
buildings. The cost of water for the
average household will go up about
$27 dollars a year with a 3.5 per cent
INcrease
when it came to approving the
budget, Burlington Councilior John
laylor asked that a separate vote be
taken regarding the two per cent
wage increase for the Regions non-
unionized stafl, including council
Information provided to the bud-

)

- gel  commitiee shows the AVeTage

R wage ﬂd}ug[n*mn[ for 95 other munic

" THE GORRUDS PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE

PRICE
GUARANTEED
7 DAY
PRICE

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED
30 DAY / 2500 KM
EXCHANGE
POLICY

N GornudsYco

PROTECTION

MECHANICAL
GUARANTEE
30 DAY 100%
MECHANICAL
WARRANTY

LONG TERM
GUARANTEE
6 MONTH / 10,000 KM
POWERTRAIN
WARRANTY

ipal collective agreements is 2.21 per

E cent. According to the report, the

Region had a long-standing policy of
* see BE on page 16
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