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of talk we’'d be having today if Ontario had
lost 70,000 jobs?”

As for the record $21.3 billion deficit the
McGuinty government is facing, Chiarelli
assured the audience the Province will work
to eliminate the shortfall, “without jeopard-
izing the gains we have made or the services
families need.”

He said the Province has spent about $10
billion a year for the last six years on infra-
structure needs in Ontario, $74 million of
which stayed in Halton.

Chiarelli added that with four million
more people expected to settle in Ontario
within the next six years, and as the popula-
tion ages, the Province will have to locus
more on partnerships with the private sector.
“We know the government can't do it all.”

“If T left you today with one message,
when it comes to decisions taken by the
McGuinty government, our goal is to create
the conditions for Ontario businesses to
grow, succeed and create jobs,” he contin-
ued. “This will happen through tax-friendly
policy, removing red tape for small business,
and providing the infrastructure that com-
munities need.”

Miltons CAO Mario Belvedere said the
Provinces investment in Milton through
stimulus funding “made a world of ditter-
ence and set us up to prepare for the tuture.”

Following Chiarelli’s address, a panel dis-
cussion between Dean Chudleigh ol
Chudleighs apple farm, Bill Galloway ol
Holcim Canada. Bard Hart of Manheim
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While Ontario Infrastructure Minister Bob Chiarelii (centre) was in town 10l last Tuesday’s Breaktast
with the Mayor event, he took some time for a quick tour of the Milton Centre for the Arts. He was
assured by Mayor Gord Krantz (right) that the Town is on track to meet the March 31 construction
deadline. The $39.9 million project was given $16.2 million in federal and provincial stimulus fund-
ing. Here, project superintendent Jon Ridge speaks with Chiarelli and Krantz in he central library.

town's high development charges had them
looking outside of Milton before settling 1n

Toronto and Krantz ensued. Guests enjoyed
a debate on the Town’s development charges.

OWT.
“If we do want more business. | think the
development charges are too high and its

tax rates and services.
Chudleigh admitted when his family’s
company was looking to expand in 2007, the
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scaring companies away,” he said. “I hate 1o
see all the cars that go toward Mississauga 1n
the morning. Those people should work in
Milton.”

However, Krantz said the high develop-
ment charges help keep taxes low, which

also attract businesses to town. “It’s that old
term cliché ‘short-term pain for long-term
gain’. You either pay me now or pay me
later.”

In terms of taxes, panelists were asked it
they would like to see taxes go up for the
Town to provide additional services, or to
keep to the status quo.

“Ideally, I'd like the Town to provide
added services without the tax increase. One
could argue Milton could do that with the
management of Mayor Krantz and his team,
Hart joked. “There is room for Milton to do
a tax increase and still be competitive.

Milton is a desirable place to live and do

business. We should not be shy about pro-
viding a great level of services with added
tax.”

However, Galloway said there’s no rush

for Milton’s tax rate to catch up to
Mississaugas.

“At end of day we don’t want to lose sight
of strong fiscal management that was put
into place. For the overall business perspec-
tive, lower taxes lead us to reinvesting and
srowing businesses and that usually results
in more jobs and more opportunities.

Christina can be
ccommisso@miltoncanadianchampion.com.

Commisso reached at
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