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Seniors fall
to telephone scam

Police warning
residents to beware

Police are warning Milton
seniors to be on the alert after
two elderly Halton residents
were bilked out of $11,200 in a
telephone scam.

Police say over the past week
traudsters got the money out of
two Acton seniors, and tried to
get money from a third victim
using the  “granddaughter
scam.’

The three seniors were con-
tacted by a female identitying
herselt as a ‘granddaughter.
The wvictims unfortunately
responded by asking, “Is that
you... (their granddaughter’s
name)” unwittingly providing
the caller with an identity.

In each case the caller indi-
cated she was calling from
Quebec and had been involved
in a collision while driving a
rental car and the car rental
company was demanding
$3,500 in cash.

The caller then asked grand-
ma if she would wire the money
through Western Union to a
named individual in Montreal.
After an hour or so, the victim
received a second call to deter-
mine if the money transter had
been made.

At that point a money trans-
fer control number was given to
the ‘granddaughter’ so she could
authenticate the pick-up.

One victim wired $3,900 and
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a turther $3,500.

A second victim sent $3,800
by wire, but coincidentally the
tollowing day when the
daughter’ called back to ask for
a fturther $4.500, her mother
happened to be visiting

orand

grand-
ma and the ruse was exposed.

The third victim avoided
defrauded when she
became suspicious of the call

being

and took steps to verify her
granddaughters whereabouts
before making any promises ol
assistance.
Seniors’ apartment
buildings targeted
Acting Det. Sgt. Crystal Kelly

sald Milton seniors need to
beware.
“These callers are targeting

apartment buildings known to
have they
have also hit addressed homes
where seniors reside.”

seniors. However

she said.

“This i1s not just happening
in Acton. Its widespread, and
because it is being done by
phone, everyone is vulnerable.”

Police say there are a variety
of scams where the con artist
poses as a relative, ranging from
collisions and needing bail
money to being stranded in
another country.

For crime prevention and
safety Lips go to
haltonpolice.ca/community-
policing/seniors/pages/default.a
spx or haltonpolice.ca/commu-
nitypolicing/saltetysecurity/page
s/default.aspx.

-

THE

201 1

Al Yok

© Test Dmﬂ?"%

1285 Steeles AVENUE itome o dames Snow Bwy & Stosies fve

Milton’s Community Newspaper Since 1860

«CNA Named Canada’s Top Community Newspaper

S P

Gerrits shines

T S

in world debut

anpion

www.miltoncanadianchampion.com

'_—r='-"

adle

e TR

I’Tf’

MILTON @ % - l, HYUNDAI

"ANTRA

72}/»/:1 1y,

1-866-980-8992

miitonhyundai.com

GRAHAM PAINE / CANADIAN CHAMPION
LOFTY WORK: Contractors were out Saturday clearing snow and ice from the

rooftops of townhouses in a Childs Drive complex. The lofty work involved shovel-
ling with the aid of a ladder, safety harness and ropes.
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Prosperous
partnership

New fire
station
plans
unveiled

By Christina Commisso
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

cobblestone
and two vintage fire trucks will
grace Milton’s central tire hall, sym-
bolizing the department’s 150-year
history,

Plans for the tuture home of
Milton fires headquarters, set to
open in 2012, were unveiled dur-
Ing a public meeting last Tuesday
night, where a dozen or so resi-
dents gathered to give the depart-
ment their input on the station.

Most ol the concerns from
neighbours surrounded the noise
that will come trom the Derry Road
and Savoline Boulevard facility.
The station will house Milton’s
only 24/7 tire crew, which Fire
Chiet Brian Ellsworth estimated
will respond to 90 per cent of
emergency calls in town. Half a
dozen houses rest directly in front
of the station on Savoline, where
the station’s six trucks will exit.

But neighbours need not be too
worried about losing sleep from
tlashing  lights and sirens.
Ellsworth said 60 to 65 per cent of
calls are made during daytime
hours, while only 15 per cent are
made between midnight and 8 a.m.
Depending on the severity of the
call, firefighters can use their dis-
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