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By Stephanie Hounsell
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

ise Belanger didn't want to

live with regrets. So, 15

years ago, she decided to
follow the lead of her two universi-
ty-attending children in order to
become a teacher — proving its
never too late to fulfill a dream.

“It's something I always wished |
had done and never got around to,
she said, adding with a laugh,
“There were three of us at universi-
ly.

Having never been to university
betore, it bold bul
Belanger was up for the challenge.

For the past 10 years, she has
been a French Immersion teacher
at W.1. Dick Middle School, reaping
the rewards of her determination
and hard work.

And for June, she has been
selected the Champion’s Teacher of
the Month thanks to a glowing
nomination letter from Grade 7
student Kathleen Foley, 15.

In her letter, Kathleen made it
clear she’s not the only student who
thinks Belanger goes the extra mile.

“My entire class really respects
Mme (mademoiselle) Belanger...
We can tell that she respects us, and
enjoys what she does. Not just
because it's her job but because she
likes being with us.”

She’s always giving of her time,
Kathleen said, particularly with the
yearly school play she co-directs
and the fundraisers she organizes
for the humanitarian organization
Free the Children.

And her students enjoy the way
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Belanger is creative in her teaching

methods, Kathleen said.

MiltonBlog.ca & Milton Real Estate Investors Club

A Public Information Event by the Landlord & Tenant Board

Are doubts and mythunderstandings about being a landlord stopping you from becoming a real estate
the people who administer the rules, how you can protect yourself
30 to 8pm @ the Best Western Inn. Registration infor-

avestor? Come and learn, directly from

whilst being a better landlord. Thursday June Ath 6:

Teacher of the Month

French Immersion tea

“She makes an effort to make
activities entertaining,
WwWrolte.
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Belanger was born and raised in
Montreal and then lived in Paris —
as well as Dubai and San Francisco
— for a couple of years, so 1
seemed natural that she become a
French Immersion teacher.

Belanger teaches her students
history, geography, math and lan-
guage arts in French.

Some of her students have an
additional language spoken at
home, making them tri-lingual.

“It's such an asset for them,” she
said

Her first career was in banking,
but Belanger said she always liked
working with kids, so her switch
made sense.

When she’s not in the classroom,
Belanger can often be found work-
ing with students in any number of
ways.

She’s able to exercise her passion
for drama through the school plays,
which are time-consuming bul
rewarding, Belanger said.

“It’s almost like another career.
Its like working two jobs. But I love
drama and we have so much talent
here at the school.”

She added the students put in
just as many hours as she does, and
their commitment and enthusiasm
is admirable.

This year’s performance was
Willy Wonka, and it went off with-
out a hitch.

Too often, its only the trouble-
making students the world sees,
Belanger said. But she sees the
other side on a daily basis.

“Every kid has good in them and
once they understand youre on

Present

mation at http://MiltonBlog.ca

Want to Buy a Home? Need Some Guidance?

Then you'll want to attend the "Your First Home' workshop, presented by Chris Newell of Keller Williams
Real Estate Associates. This FREL workshop will introduce you to the importance of mortgage default
nsurance, things to look for throughout the homebuy

number of industry experts. Thursday, June 11th 7 to

too. Tuesday June 16th 7:30 -

Agents - Feel Free to Accompany Your Clie

Workshops hosted by Chris Newell, Sal
Associates Inc., Brokerage, 400 Bronte St 5., Suite

http://MiltonBlog.ca

The Millionaire Real Estate Investor Workshop
An introduction to the models and systems from the best selling book ‘Millionaire Real Estate Investor |
this FREE workshop will answer questions for experienced investors, beginners, and wanna-be investors | - -
0:00 @ the Best Western Inn. Registration at http://MREISeminar.ca
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ing journey, and will feature video presentations by a
9pm at the Best Western Inn. Registration info at

nts to All Events!!

esperson & Audrey Newell, Broker, Keller Williams Real kstate
219 905-208-7002 or Chris@ChrisNewell.com
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GRADE A TEACHER: W.. Dick Middle School French Immersion teacher Lise Belanger looks through a math text with
Teacher of the Month nominator Kathleen Foley.

their side, it's pretty smooth sailing.
Its mutual respect,” she said.

Teaching her students not just
academics but also how to become
responsible, caring citizens 1S
important, Belanger said, and she
hopes to lead by example.

“Those are probably the things
they'll remember me for,” she said.

Every first break, without fail,
Belanger can be found selling ice

cream treats to students to raise
money for Free the Children, an
organization that mobilizes kids to
help other kids around the world.

So far this school year, from ice
cream sales alone, the school has
raised $1.600. Its enough to pay
three teachers’ salaries for one year
in Alrica.

Belanger said she originally
intended to sell the ice cream only
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in the warmer weather, but the stu-
dents [_}]'UlCHIL‘Ll.

“(They said) ‘Oh no, we'll eat 1ce
cream all year round!™

Teaching is an extremel
rewarding profession she said,
adding, “I'm looking forward to
many more years.

Stephanie  Hounsell — can be

reached at sthiesse n@miltoncanadi-
anchampion.com.
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