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Being a parent awaiting the gruesome discovery of a mur-
ered child’s body is an unimaginable horror no one should
ave to endure.

Knowing that one of those charged in connection with
the disappearance and death may hold the key to the recov-
ery of your beloved child must be something far worse than
a living hell. It has to be psychological torture of an intensi-
ty that even a country at war would condemn.

While most of us are blessed to never come close to suf-
tering this level of agonizing heartbreak. every parent, aunt,
uncle or grandparent of a child can sympathize with the
nightmare the parents of Victoria Stafford must be facing
every moment of each day her remains go undiscovered.

Few could begin to fathom the depths of despair being
telt by this little girls parents seven weeks after their sweet
and vulnerable daughter walked away — seemingly volun-
tarily — from her Woodstock school with a woman in a
white coat. There was no chance for this mother and father
to say goodbye or to offer one last hug, kiss or an ‘I love you.’
Numb’ barely scratches the surface of the attack on body
and soul these parents must be suffering

Whether or not homicide investigators and the Crown
attorney feel there’s sufficient evidence to obtain convictions
in a trial of those believed responsible for Victoria’s death is
secondary right now. The time to avenge this little girl's mur-
der — through the swift and hopefully forceful application
of our country’s laws — will, for now, have to wait.

Belore Tara McDonald and Rodney Stafford can begin to
heal, they need to be reunited with their daughter and say
their final goodbyes to her.

We find it extremely difficult to believe that anyone that
experiences this amount of emotional torment can ever truly
find closure. Our only hope is that the search for Tori’s body
will soon end and that she will finally be laid to rest and her
life celebrated in remembrance by all whose lives she
touched. To help make that happen, police late last week
appealed to anyone living within a 50-km radius of Guelph
to check their property for anything suspicious.

Anyone with any information that might help police
locate Victoria Stafford can call Crime Stoppers toll free and
anonymously at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).
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a Ashley Mitrovich sh

oW a copy of the

Champion while visiting Sand Key National Park in Clearwater, Florida. Take your commu-
nity newspaper on your next vacation and send your ‘Champion Tracks’ photos to edito-
- nal@miltoncanadianchampion.com. Be sure to include destination Information and

everyone's name.
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v-mail letters to editorial@miltoncanadianchampion.com. Letters. which may be edit-
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ed, must include the writer's name. address and phone number,

It assistance is required, simply ask for it

*  DEAR EDITOR:

This is in response to the letter writ-
ten by Isabel Skalski entitled ‘Lack of
help by fellow shoppers was shameful.’

Skalski wrote that she had been
shopping with her son when his nose
started to bleed profusely.

She complained that none of the

- other shoppers stopped to ask if her
- son was okay or offer help. She stated.

“Those people should be ashamed of
themselves.”

Although a show of concern would
have been nice in this situation, I don't
believe that people should be ashamed
lor not stepping in.

Oftentimes, it's hard to tell whether
intervention from strangers would be

welcome or would just complicate
* see MANY on page A7

 Addressing recreational

A while back a Champion letter writer
addressed some concerns about recreational
opportunities in town that I believe warrant
some feedback.

Whether or not this will help is certainly
open for debate, but here goes.

First off, the Milton mom is certainly right
in stating that Town-run athletic programs
are severely limited for seven and eight-year-
olds — an age bracket her son now finds
himself in. ‘

Of course swimming and kids yoga aren't
quite the only options available to these
youngsters; there’s also recreational skating.

Once kids hit nine, theres an awful lot
more to do — and that’s clearly because of

the numbers game.
Of course that’s also a primary reason why

Milton and many communities of compara-
ble size don't offer Town-run progra
sports like say basketball, volleyball and
gymnastics.

The Town works in partners hlp .
with privately-operated clubs in
these and many other sports, but
would it be financially feasible to
start its own programs and essen-
tially compete against more-estab-
lished clubs? Highly unlikely in
many cases, especially in a still
largely - affluent community like |
Milton. The numbers just wouldn't |
support it — at least not yet.

“The Town works with many community
organizations to ensure theres a range of
recreation, leisure and sports opportunities

ms for

tor all ages,” said Jennifer Reynolds, Director
of Community Services. “The Town does not
see itsell as the only provider of these pro-

, grams and services.”
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Now to be fair, 1 certainly
appreciate that not all Miltonians
are well-to-do, and enrolling kids
in sports these days is certainly a
major financial strain or invest-
ment — depending on who you
talk to.

With that in mind, it bares not-
ing that there are a number of pro-
grams available to offer parents a
- financial assist (no pun intended)

toward their children’s athletic endeavours.
Many Miltonians may not be aware of

* see PLENTY on page A7

The Canadian Champion

e

iton’s Community Newspaper Since 1860

055 Industnal Dr..
Milton, Ont. L9T 5E1

905-878-2341

Editorial Fax: 905-878-4943
Advertising Fax: 905-876-2364
Classified:905-875-3300

Circulation: 905-878-5947
www.miltoncanadianchampion.com

V.P. — Group Publisher
Neil Oliver

General Manager
David Harvey

Editor in Chief
Jill Davis

Managing Editor
Karen Miceli

Advertising Director
Debbi Koppejan
Production Manager
11m Coles

Circulation Manager
Charlene Hall -

Office Manager
Sandy Pare

The Canadian Champion, published every
Wednesday and Friday, is a division
of Metroland Media Group Ltd.

Advertising is accepted on the condition that in the
event of a typographical error, that portion of the advertis-
Ing space occupied by the erroneous item, together with a
reasonable allowance for signature, will not be charged
for, but the balance of the advertisement will be paid for
at the applicable rate. The publisher reserves the right to
categorize advertisements or decline,

CCAB Audited

Recognized for excellence Y
Ocna Ontario Community
Newspapers Association

Lr}.; ™ - 3 o o 1 - " TRY £ Y N i
The Canadian Champion is

a proud media sponsor for:

) i Find

Halton Healthcare e A

Canadian Community
Newspapers Association

Suburban Newspapers
of America

‘ MILTON
-LCOME SANTA
g 7% CLAUS

SNCE 1930 PAHADE

Q)

Jingle Bell Fund

UNITED WAY
OF MILTON

L1
L
Sk PR T L q'ﬁ-.q.J
b

. ATHENA
#¢ Awards

Y

% Y Fo
“ :l"l__ 1
':. J"' -:."' (lr’t ’..u't
- <~ Awards

T




