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By Tim Foran
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

The congregation of St. Paul’s
United Church will begin voting
this evening on whether to pursue a
proposal to demolish the historic
1890 Main Street church and build
an 80-unit seniors condominium
and scaled down church in its place.

Voting will continue tomorrow
night and finish Sunday morning. If
approved, the church will partner
with a local developer to examine
the feasibility of the proposal.

A previous vote in April 2008 to
sell the site and build a new church
elsewhere was defeated, as it only
received about 60 per cent approval
from the congregation, less than the
two-thirds majority required.

The new vote to demolish the
sanctuary, perhaps retaining some
parts, and redevelop the existing site
at Main and James Street only
requires a simple majority approval
from the 600-family congregation.

The origins of the current pro-
posal began in September, 2006
when the churchs Rev. John
Benham returned from a sabbatical
during which he examined thriving
congregations, said Church Council
chair Kathy Sellers.

St. Pauls set up a long-range
planning committee to outline a
renewed mission and ministry of the
church. It also examined what phys-
ical infrastructure was needed to
support those goals. It was decided
the aging Sanctuary, which needs
roof repairs, was inadequate.

The cost to simply repair the
facility was estimated at $1.85 mil-
lion. After repairs, the church would
still be left with a facility that didn't
help it meet its ministry goals,
Sellers said.

Therefore. the council decided it

Young boy
assaulted

A teenager is being sought in
connection with an assault at E.W.
Foster School last Wednesday.

According to police, at about
3:30 p.m. a nine-year-old boy was
walking around a corner at the Coxe
Boulevard school when he acciden-
tally bumped into a male teen.

An altercation ensued and the
boy had his head hit against the side
of the school. He sustained minor
injuries.

The suspect is described as a
white male, about 18 years old,
about five-foot-six with a slim build
and blond hair. He was wearing a
grey jacket and jeans.

Anyone with information about
this incident is asked to call Halton
Regional Police at (905) 878-5511,
ext. 2415, or Crime Stoppers at 1-

800-222-8471.

would be better to demolish the
sanctuary in order to get out from
under ongoing maintenance Costs.

The decision now before the
congregation isn't without opposi-
tion, both from the greater Milton
community which has already
begun organizing against the pro-
posal and from within the church.

Founded in 1991, Hitherfield is Milton’s leading independent
school. We are committed to providing a highly individualized
programme to students from Pre-School to Grade 8 and have

established a fine reputation for academic excellence.

o Average class size of 14

» Before and After School Programme

» Full size gymnasium and Theatre with sound system
» Bus service available to Milton and surrounding areas

» Situated on 82 acres: including cross-country skiing and
running trails, research pond, playground, tree forts,
lots of space to run, discover, have fun and learn
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HITHERFIELD SCHOOL

Hitherfield is an independent school for children pre-school to Grade 8.

2429 - 10th Side Road
Campbellville

905-854-0890

401 to Guelph Line, North to
10th Side Rd, West 1/2 km to school gates.
12 minutes from downtown Milton,

www.hitherfield.com
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Rebecca Givens, who also sits
on the Church Council, said the
option of just repairing the facility
has never been put to a congrega-
tion vote. She rejects the idea that
St. Paul’s programs could be better
supported in the proposed 12,000-
square foot church facility than the
existing 22,000 square feet.
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rent facility but theres no bath-
room to support that program,
Sellers pointed out as an example.

Givens said the church should
examine other options In more
detail before voting to demolish
the sanctuary.
Foran

“It (the sanctuary) has been tul-
filling the mission for 125 years,
Givens said.

Sellers said it isn't the size of the
church facility that’s important but
the layout and modern amenities.

The church would like to pro-
vide an ‘Out of the Cold’ homeless
shelter in the basement of the cur-

Tim can be reached at

I[hran@m”lmu anudiwufharr:piml.mm.
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GHANDS UPHIGHTS 8:
DIGITAL PIANOS!!!

Yamaha, Kawai, Niemeyer,
Steinway, Bechstein Mason &
Hamlin, Samick, Young Chang
and many more!
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Used pianos from $995
New Baby Grands regularly $99${5

WBB sAweekKe J.EIGTEK/Vﬂ ""j\ﬂ )

New Digitals pianos from $1195

New Digital Baby Grand from $59€5 [0 (#2415
(While supplies last)

Come visit our showroom to wew all our in store sawngsf _L

FREE Bench /" Piano House Burlington %
FREE Delivery

5205 Unit #2 Harvester Rd. Burlington
1 FREE Tuning

58 Vaar Wiseennt 905-631-9259
i Thursday, April 16, 10am - 8pm
Financing OAC Available

Friday, April 17, 10am - 6pm
] WWW.PIANOS.CA \ #Satir_day, gpril 13,}3@ - 5pm
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Fresh
Pound Cake
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Mdton S Cho:ce for
Nine Years Runmng!

Prices in effect Wed April 15
to Tues Aprll 21

Mun Tnum 8:30 am - ?pm M i AT g T
Saturday 8 Vam-6pm | oo SR a8
Sunday 9:00 am - 5 m |

327 Bronte Street
White Oaks Plaza

905-875-0303E
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