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By Tim Foran
CANADIAN
CHAMPION STAFF

A Milton commuters on-
line petition for GO Transit
to retract both the fare hike it
enacted this past weekend
and one last year could set
up an interesting political
showdown in the Ontario
legislature Monday:

Andrew Salmons, who
quit taking the GO train to
his work in Toronto last June
due to poor performance
and rising fares, started the
petition last Friday alter
GO’s board of directors
passed its 2009-10 operating
budget, which included
25-cent fare hike for adult
riders and a smaller one for
seniors and children.

As of Thursday morning,
the petition had received
almost 1,700 signatures,
many with angry comments
regarding the Provincially-
funded agencys decision to
raise fares in a recession.

“It’s wrong,” said
Salmons. “People have unre-
liable service from GO. Its
costing us more when driv-
ing is costing less and less.”

COINCEITLS O

o

forwarded his
Halton
Ted

Salmons

Conservative  MPP
Chudleigh, who said he sup-
ports the petition and plans
to bring it up in the
Legislature.

Chudleigh said he might
read a statement expressing
concern on the issue or ask
Iransportation Minister
(MTO) Jim Bradley an oral
question during Question
Period.

However, bringing up the
issue in Question Period
could backfire for the Tory
MPP, who has been tront-
and-centre in the Legislature
in recent weeks attacking the
governments spending pri-
orities and handling of the
economy. Its an almost cer-
tainty Bradley would be
ready with a handtul of sta-
tistics showing what the cur-
renit

[iberal government has
spent on GO Iransit expan-
sion and operations com-
pared to the handling of the
transit body under the previ-
ous Tory government, when
former Premier Mike Harris
downloaded funding respon-
sibility for GO to the munic-
ipalities for a few years.
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A spokesperson for the
MTO said the Province is
spending $805.7 million on
GO for 2008-09, compared
to $35.1 million in 1998-99.

For its part, GO said 1
was taking Salmons’ petition
“‘very seriously.”

“GO recognizes these are
challenging times economi-
cally,” said GO spokesperson
Vanessa Thomas. “(But) GO
also recognizes the lare
Increase is necessary in order
to provide the best possible
service and continue to
expand to meet the needs ot
our riders.”

The system’s on-time per-
formance averaged 88 per
cent in the last quarter of
2008 though its December
performance stood at 84 per
cent, a two per cent drop
from the same month in
2007. Thomas attributed the
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agency now posts average on
time performance for each
individual train at its website
wWww.gotransit.com, by
clicking on Schedules.

lim Foran can be reached
at tforan@miltoncanadian-
champion.com.

betore Christmas.

575 Ontarm St. S. Milton
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Sunday, March 22, 2009

Hourly Door Prizes!

Doors Open: 10 am - 4 pm

T ry Heritage Park
Country Heritage Park

8560 Tremaine Rd., ~

Gambrel Barn

SLEepPAROO

The 1st 200 Couples
will receive a

FREE SleepaRoo

Sleep System
(Retail Value $59.98)

$27 admission

Milton

with Proceeds to
Halton Woman's Place

Hwy. 25 & Derry Rd.
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With lotion purchase

$44 Lotion. Expires Mar. 31/09.
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