~ Accused ‘surprised’ when [

By Stephanie Hounsell
| CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

When Stephen Alchin was told by police
he’d struck and killed a teenaged girl the
night before, he put his hands over his face
and bent forward.

So stated the notes of investigating officer
Stephen Martin, who arrested Alchin in con-
nection with the death of Lauren Cooper, 18.

The officer’s notes were read out to the
court Monday by Paul Stunt, Alchin’s lawyer,
in his cross-examination of Martin as part of
Alchin’s trial, which continued Monday and
yesterday. Stunt prodded Martin regarding
Alchin’s reaction upon hearing the news.
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“He was surprised, thats correct,” Martin
| replied betore Justice Joseph Fragomeni at
Superior Court ot Justice in Milton.

Cooper was fatally struck from behind by
1 a vehicle while Rollerblading on Second Line

near her Nassagaweya home the night of July
13. Alchin, ot Halton Hills, has been charged
with failing to stop at the scene of an acci-

| dent.
| Martin agreed that Alchin’s vehicle, which
i_

was located by oflicers in the early moiming
July 14 at Sixth Lines Halton Country Inn,
was backed into its spot, leaving the damage
to the front of the vehicle plain to see.

In his questioning, Stunt asked Martin it
— judging from the radiator fluid that
appeared to have leaked out ot Alchin’s vehi-
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Iearnmg of death: trial

cle after the crash — it appeared Alchin sped §
away, recklessly disobeying stop signs in
eftorts to get away from the scene.

Martin told the court there was nothing to
suggest that, and that there had been pooling §
of the tluid — suggesting the vehicle stopped
— at stop signs. Earlier, Martin had told
Crown attorney Craig Fraser that after
Alchin was arrested at the inn/golt club, he
was searched. Found were marijuana, two
“corn cob” pipes and two beer caps.

Martin told the court, “I detected the
strong odor of alcohol on his breath.”

Inside the pick-up truck, court heard,
police later found what appeared to be drug
paraphernalia including a waterproof match
container that smelled of marijuana. Also in
the truck were three empty scotch bottles
and three empty beer bottles.

In response to Stunt’s cross-examination,
Martin told the court Alchin said he’d had
two drinks when he returned to Halton
Country Inn, but hadn’t been drinking when
the crash occurred.

Stunt asked Martin why his client hadn't
been read his rights word for word upon
arrest, asking him if he simply “freelanced
his rights.” Martin said he didn't have his

police notebook — where the rights are writ-
ten — at the time and did the best he could.
The trial continues today.
Stephanie Hounsell can be reached at
sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com.
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& Much More!
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For Up To 36 Months
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* Power Windows. Door locks
& mirrors with keyless entry
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EGOQKIA SPEGTRA

LX Cunvenlence

LOADED WITH OPTIONAL FEATURES:
2.0L DOHC 4 cyl., auto, AM/FM/CD/WMA, tilt steering, floor mats, Bluetooth connectivity, A/C,
p. windows/locks. keyless entry, heated p. mirrors. Stk 642233, Model ST7429
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2 0L 4 cyl., auto, dual front, side impact & curtain air bags, ABS, p. windows/locks/morrors, AM/FM/CD/
MP3, 16" alloys, A/C, keyless entry, cruise, fog lamps & more! Stk. 577458, Model SP7529
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2009 KIA SEDONA LX

LOADED WITH OPTIONAL FEATURES:

3.8 L V6 with CWT, 5 spd. steptronic transmission, 6 air bags, A/C, ABS with 4 wheel disc
brakes, fold-in-floor 3 row split bench, 1 touch flop & fold, 2nd row captains seats, p. win-
dows/locks, floor mats. Stk. 292429, Model SD7519
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EBDQ KIA RDNBD LX

LOADED WITH OPTIONAL FEATURES:

2 4L 175 HP. 4 spd. auto steptronic transmission, 16" alloys, A/C, 6 air bags, AM/FM/CD &
EQ, ABS, cruise with steering controls, fog lamps, heated front seats, keyless entry, heated
mirrors. Stk. 259612, Model RN7529
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