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Local deaf educator recognized for excellence
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A while back, Milton resident and
Deaf educator Heather Gibson decided a
change was needed in the way Ontarno
Deat students were taught.

They had a right, she felt passionately,
to be taught in their native language —
American Sign Language (ASL) — just as
much as English-speaking and French-
speaking students.

ASL is a language of its own, after all,

complete in itself and not dependent on
English; in fact, there are several signs in
ASL that have no English equivalent. It
has its own culture and literature, as well
as its own words, sentence structure and
metaphors.

[t was only fair that students in Deat
schools have the opportunity to not only

be taught in ASL, but to also study the
language itself, explained Gibson recent-
ly through an interpreter at the E.C.
Drury School for the Deat.

So, with a team, over the course of

LEITIS l}l'llkui};li at Ontano’s three Proviil-
cial schools for the deat, including E.C.
Drury — developed an ASL language arts
curriculum, the first of its kind in North
America.

That curriculum was implemented
first at E.C. Drury School for the Deat ele-
mentary school about five years ago and
is now also being put in place at the
provincial deaf schools in Belleville and
London. Gibson hopes in the fall it will be
implemented at E.C. Drury School tor the
Deaf’s high school as well.
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Milton Leisure Centre
Classes starting soon
F | Register by contacting the office
Are you a parent affected by a physical, mental or chronic
lIness? Do you have children between the age of 4 - 13 years
1 of age who may benefit fram a Young Carers Camp? Funding .

may be available for your child to participate Short & intense workouts
Seats are limited. Call Robin for more information. Rapld galns In overall health
R ‘Workout of the Day’ created for you

| Never workout alone - CrossFit trainer

leading every workout
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Fax: 905-681-1166 . _ _
905-681-8770 1o ree: 1-800-211-8322 509 Main St. E. Milton, (by Fabriclana)
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