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staff members going on the trip.
The DREAMS project was start-
ed a number of years ago by her

h l b l d e e e T P N husband, Paul, and another teacher

—

e o

at 2 Hamilton school.

T R 0 ogar N The last time Morrison went to
| e the Dominican Repu blic was 1n
i | 2000,
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by hurricane B T W 8 | © interacting with the villagers

once again.

The past few months have gone
by in a flurry of preparation. The
students creatively
fundraising so they can bring sup-
as well as learning

and she said shes looking

s e
. p

By Stephanie Hounsell | . | v .0 "% T
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF . 3

have been

iIxteen-year-old Jessica
Dorgo has had the good
fortune over the years to
take numerous vacations to the
Caribbean and other

ylies with them.
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Hello sand. sun and drinks with e i
little umbrellas. k.
But Jessica, whose caring heart is [
knows that in many of the

evident, _
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poverty and a way ot life thats com-
pletely opposite to that enjoyed on e =
nearby resorts and cruise ships. . ot 5 “was the catchy phrase

On one recent trip, the two . - b R e last year’s trip is any
worlds collided when Jessica |« + . SRS L students and staff alike
stepped off a ship only to be A : o e W, N s
approached by a little boy begging | = . |

“It broke my heart. It's so sad to . . ' - g
see how they live and we have so
many luxuries,” she said, her emo-
tions evident.

So when the opportunity arose
through her school to travel to a
Caribbean destination not to take
but to give, Jessica jumped at it.

“I'm interested in seeing the

others can dress
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nity, Lozowsky
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said, leaving them

with an increased awareness of just

how lucky they are.

“They came away with a real
appreciation of what they have,
she said of the last group ot stu-

READY TO HELP: Bishop Reding guidance counsellor Maureen Morrison (centre) and students Jenessa Hunte (left) and
Jessica Dorgo show the clothing and medical supplies that have been collected for their upcoming trip
dents. “There was also a sense of
how happy the people there are anc
yet they have so little.”

Both Jenessa and Jessica said this
trip is an opportunity to put their

faith into action.

uncertainty might be worrisome,
that’s not the case for Jessica.
“It's more thrilling to me than
scary,” she said.
Fighteen-year-old

are still struggling to recover trom
the last major hurricane to hit in
2007.

“Every hurricane season is hard
' she said.

The first

Through  the  Dominican
Republic Educational and Medical
Support (DREAMS) program, the
students will arrive in Santo
Domingo, and then travel to a on them/

Jenessa

other side,” said the Bishop Reding
student.

Jessica is one of 15 students and
staff members who'll travel to the
Dominican Republic from January
30 to February 7 to help build
homes and/or schools, plus donate
and deliver money, medical sup-
plies, clothes, educational materials

small village up in the mountains
where theyll spend most of the
week. |

The students will immerse
themselves in village life and work,
partnering with the humanitarian
organization Adesjo.

School chaplain Mary
[.ozowsky — who went on the trip
last year — explained the villages

night in the
Dominican, the group will stay in a
convent in Santo Domingo. Alter

that, well, they're not sure yet how

their accommodations will pan
oult.
Lozowsky explained that last

year, the group stayed in a single

spare classroom in a school.

Although to some students the

Hunte agreed.

“I'm flexible,” she said simply

Making this trip is something
Jenessa said she has wanted to do
for a long time.

“It’s always been one of my lite
goals to go overseas and help out. ..
and I'm okay with hard labour,’
she said, adding she expects it to be
a life-changing opportunity.
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Save time, save money.

“It’s nice to give back to pu‘:ph,
who have so munh less than us,’
Jessica said.

Anyone interested in donating
medical supplies can call Lozowsky
at (905) 875-4376.

Stephanie Hounsell can be reached
at sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampi-
on.com.
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