By Tim Foran
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

He admits it wasn't his finest
hour, but Halton MPP Ted
Chudleigh was unrepentant
Wednesday after being tossed from
the legislature for accusmg Ontario

after accusation

Energy and
Intrastructure
Minister
George
Smitherman of
not telling the
truth to Halton
residents
about why a

new hospital
in Oakville has

been delayed. Ted Chudleigh

Chudleigh said it was his first
time being thrown out of Question
Period in his 14 years in provincial
politics, but the Conservative felt
his actions “got us (Oakville resi-
dents) closer to a hospital.”

Amy Tang, spokesperson for
Smitherman, declined to comment
on Chudleigh’s specific charges,
but said, “Our commitment to the
hospital remains unchanged.”

Wednesday’s heated exchange
began after Chudleigh asked
Smitherman why the government
hasn't issued a request for qualifica-
tion (RFQ), a preliminary step in
the construction of a new hospital
for Oakville.

Dissatistied with Smitherman’s
answers, Chudleigh yelled out,
“Tell us the truth.” The Speaker
asked Chudleigh to withdraw his
comment, but the angered MPP
refused three times before being
escorted from the room.

[ronically, Chudleigh’s removal
came a short time after the Speaker
had already admonished other
MPPs for displaying poor behav-
iour — constantly interrupting
each other — in front of students
observing the proceedings.

Following  the  incident,
Chudleigh  complained  that
Smitherman hasn’t been sufficient-
ly forthcoming about the reasons
why the opening of a new hospital
at Dundas Street and Third Line in
Oakville has been pushed back to
201472015 from the original open-
ing date of 2013.

[nfrastructure Ontario, which
organizes the construction ot large
projects on behalf of other provin-
cial departments, advised Halton
Healthcare Services earlier this year
the delay was due to a lack of con-
struction capacity.

Smitherman expanded on that
advisory in his response to
Chudleigh Wednesday when he
said his ministry decided on the
delay after a “sophisticated conver-
sation” with the few large contrac-
tors capable of building complex
projects such as hospitals.

Chudleigh disputes this. He said
he has spoken to eight companies
with the capacity to build hospitals

in Ontario “and everyone of them
said, ‘We can build it right now.”

He demanded the Province
issue an RFQ, which allows
Infrastructure Ontario to identity
companies qualified to participate
in a later competitive bidding |
process to build the hospital.

In an interview last week,
Liberal Oakville MPP Kevin Flynn
said an RFQ doesn’t make much
sense right now it the Province
knows there aren’t enough compa-
nies available to have a competitive
bidding process.

“Just going through the motions
doesn'’t serve anybody,” Flynn said.
“If you're only going to get one bid,
(the charge) is going to be off the
charts.”

Flynn said he’s pushing for the
Province to start the grading and
servicing of the 50-acre hospital
site in preparation for tuture con-
struction.

An analyst on the construction
industry in Ontario said the cur-
rent economic climate means man-
power shortages previously faced
by large construction companies
might no longer be the case.

“It’s a good time for government
to be launching these (public) proj-
ects,” said Alex Carrick, chiet econ-
omist for Reed Construction Data-
CanaData.

Carrick said private sector con-
struction projects are slowing
down, which is freeing up workers,
and at least some of them would be
qualified to work on hospitals.

“Any kind of high-rise olffice
building isn’t that much ditferent
that a hospital,” Carrick said.

Though no RFQ has been
issued for the construction ol the
hospital, the search for a facilities
management services company for
the new hospital is now in the sec-
ond phase — the ‘request for pro-
posal’ process. The bidding process
is designed to find a respondent to
operate the future hospitals ener-
gy-efficient systems.

According to the RFP, the new
Oakville-Tratalgar Memorial
Hospital, which will replace the
existing one on Reynolds Street,
will be about 1.2 million square
feet and have 427 in-patient beds.
This may be expanded in stages to
704 beds by 2023/2024.

The existing hospital is operat-
ing at or near maximum capacity,
Halton Healthcare Services repre-
sentatives said in a letter in
October.

The overcrowding means some
patients who are admitted may
have to remain in the emergency
room for a day or more before
being moved to a regular acute care
unit bed, the company’s ombuds-
man added recently:.

Tim Foran can be reached at
tforan@miltoncanadianchampion.com.

Com/o/efe collision repair and reﬁmis/nhj Services

155 Nlpissmg Rd., Milton (905) 878-2721

The Canadian Champion, Friday, December 12, 2008 - A3

AUTO BODY

(ROYAL ATLANTIC) INC.

Don’t pay at the pump all winter!
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Yaris (Model BT903MA), 2009 Corolla (Model

| &:“g‘ Please see your participating Toyota Dealer for full details. tEstimates for both city and highway driving and these maximum ranges (for highway driv- g |
A\l Ing only) are based on the Government of Canada’s approved criteria and testing methods. The actual fuel consumption of this vehicle may vary with sragram |
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NO SECURITY DEPOSIT ON 2009 LEASES.
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IGas offers available for $0.01 with purchase or lease m elsgible 200&’2009 Yarls--_z*UDBfZ'{'}DQ Yaris Hatch 2009 Cnrnlla and 2[]{}9 Matn:-: {excludmg tleet saleq; frum
a participating Ontario Toyota Dealer between December 2, 2008 and January 2, 2009. Customer must take delivery of eligible vehicle by January 15th, 2009. The value

of the Gas Card is $450, (or an estimated 500L based on market price of $0. Ua’l} (Gas Cards will be issued within 60 days of delivery. Y‘lelted time lease and finance
offers available from Toyota Financial Services on ¢ B

proved credit. License, registration, PPSA, insurance, applicable fees and taxes are extra. MSRP of a new 2009
U42EMA), and 2009 Matrix 5Mudei KU40EMA) is $13,945/$14,835/$15,975 plus freight and PD.E. of

$1,220/$1,270/$1,270. Tax for fuel conservation is $75 for Matn: ¥2.9%/4.9%/2.9% finance APR equals $405/$444/$464 per month for 36/36/36 months. Cost of
borrowing is $635/$1,149/$729 for a total obligation of $14,580/$15,984/$16,704.

$159f$1?9!$199 with a $2,753/82,917/$2,771 down payment or trade equivalent, and first monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obli-
gation is $12,294/$11,510/$12,324. Based on a maximum of 96,000 KMS (120,000 KMS for Yaris). Additional KM charge of $.07/.07/.07 for excess —
kilometers if applicable. Dealer may sell/ lease for iess. Offers valid between December 2 and January 2, 2009 and are subject to change without notice. TEAy

*4.9%/4.9%/4.9% lease APR for 60/48/48 months. Monthly payment is
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