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We Canadians
‘deserve better

In the midst of an economic crisis, such as the one we cur-
rently face, Canadians should be able to look to its elected
officials in Ottawa for leadership, ideas and action.
Sadly, the current soap opera underway has revealed
politicians — from both sides of the House of Commons
aisle — more intent on playing petty politics than looking
out for the welfare of the constituents who elected them.
Even worse. the actions of our federal officials in their bat-
tle for power will only deepen the current economic crisis for
Canadians as any sense of government stability has all but
vanished. Finger pointing, a national sport in Ottawa, has
reached an all-time low but it is clear there is plenty of blame
to go around.
Prime Minister Stephen Harper, fresh off an election in
which he gained a strengthened minority government,
vowed to work more closely with Opposition parties for the
" betterment of all Canadians. He lied.
In his first statement on the economy since the election,
Harper introduced a plan devoid of any solid economic stim-
ulus but did include a cut to taxpayer subsidies for political
parties — a move clearly designed to gut the Liberals and
NDP It was unnecessary and certainly wasnt an issue ol
urgent concern to Canadians
That horrendous political miscalculation provided the
impetus for the Liberals and NDP to consider torming a
coalition under the pretext of having no confidence in the
Tories and their plans for the economy.
Canadians, though, didn't vote for a coalition in October.
Voters soundly rejected Liberal Leader Stéphane Dion, and
his own party was in the process of choosing his successor
— a competition already fraught with nasty in-fighting. The
NDP drew less than half the popular vote of the Tories and
won 106 fewer seats. To top it off, it’s only with the support
of a party intent on destroying the Confederation of Canada
that the Liberals and NDP can wrest power from the Tories.
Canadians shouldn’t support this three-headed monster.
All MPs should work toward bringing forth a sound infra-
structure-driven economic stimulus plan that, in co-opera-
tion with the provinces, gets people working, protects sen-
iors, aids the manufacturing sector and boosts consumer
confidence. If that requires some politicians losing face and
the formation of an all-party economic strategy committee,
so be it. Canadians deserve much better government than
they have been getting,
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Is it a case of political

She coughed. And then briefly lost her
voice. She apologized: “I'm sorry, I've got the
Commons cold.”

Actually, what Halton MP Lisa Raitt has
caught is a virus. Some would say it’s nothing
more than a bit of political fever. Others
would say its something far more insidious,
worming its way into the previously sharp
mind of the successful mother of two, caus-
ing strange symptoms: a tendency to yell out
“Shame” when another human being is
speaking or often launching into standing
ovations for no apparent reason — embar-
rassing tics one would usually struggle to
conceal during normal conversation.

But what ails the young entrant into
Canadian politics is nothing new. For gener-
ations, men and women across this great
land have been exposed to the disease upon
entering the House of Commons. '
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E-mail your letters to editorial@miltoncanacianchampion.com.

DEAR EDITOR:

give themselves raises’
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And the contagion knows no bounds:
blue, red, orange, or non-aligned colour —
everyone picks it up.

[t starts slowly, as the rookies
wonder what strange phenomenon
has taken possession of their col-
leagues during that odd time called
Question Period. But soon, the rot
takes root, and the novice members
display the early signs of a boorish
pack mentality, crying at the enemy
and crying out for their leader.

Politicians call it party disci-
pline, or more nefariously, parlia-
mentary custom. Civilians wonder why their
leaders can’t act civilly.

And journalists despair, knowing as they
do that previously independent-minded peo-
ple like Raitt, a Conservative from Cape
Breton coming from a union-leader father,
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HO HO Ho! MERRY
CHRISTMAS FROM CANADA!

| read about the pay increase voted
in by Halton regional councillors and
the boost for Regional Chair Gary Carr.

In view of the fact that the federal
and provincial governments have cho-
sen not to indulge themselves with
wage hikes, how do the regional coun-
cillors and Carr justity their decision to

The rest of the world is trying to cut
back, and factories are in fact closing in
some industries. Some companics are

Councillors’ pay raise outrageous

laying off workers and taking wage

cults.

geous.

the rest of us.

Are you aware ol the current eco-

nomic crisis. Halton councillors?

will in future be regurgitating ‘talking points

in place of plain speech. _

Whence comes this tragic
plague? Why, from those sell-
same journalists, for whom the
politicians seem to believe they
serve, according to Jeftrey Archer.
As the Briton writes, that astute
[rish-English Whig, Edmund
Burke, “looking up at the Press
Gallery of the House of
Commons, said, Yonder sits the
Fourth Estate, and they are more
important than them all.””

But nay, if it’s not a disease then that trou-
bles our local Tory, it is not this ink stained
wretch. It is but the microphones and cam-
eras that can command the calls of our howl-
ing mad elected men and women. Time then
to turn off the lights and let civility return.
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For any individual or group — espe-
cially an elected government body —
to give themselves a pay raise 1s outra-

[t's hard to believe that Halton coun-
cil is living in the same community as
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