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ong-term-care
wait expected
to get longer

By Stephanie Hounsell
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

A year’s wait to get into a long-term care facility and the
possibility of being placed far from home has some seniors
worried and regional councillors expressing frustration.

The topic was on the table at Tuesday’s regional health and
social services committee.

A staff report said hospitals want to discharge patients
who are going to a long-term-care (LTC) home as soon as
room is available to free up hospital beds — but that can lead
to a stressful situation for the seniors and their families.

“Those waiting in hospital are being told that if they do
not take the available LTC bed they will be charged up to
$700 per day,” the report states. “Seniors are then forced to
move to LTC homes that are not their choice and common-
ly a long distance from their loved ones.”

Sometimes, the report states, their spouses can't drive any-
more and can't easily visit them at the facility.

If a senior in the community needs urgent admission, it’s
the same situation. They must take the first bed available, no
matter where it is within the catchment area of the
Mississauga-Halton Community Care Access Centre
(CCACQ), the report states. That means a Milton senior could
be placed in a home in Mississauga or even south Etobicoke.

Once there they can transfer, but that can involve a wait
of over two years since they’re no longer a priority, the report
states.

An initiative by the Province and Local Health Integration
Networks is seeking to address this situation, but its too
soon to tell if it’s helping.

For seniors not designated as “urgent,” the wait for place-
ment can be more than a year to get into one of the three
homes owned and operated by Halton Region (Allendale in
Milton, Post Inn Village in Oakville and Creek Way Village
in Burlington); they're able to choose which home they go to.

The admission process is co-ordinated by CCACs and
Local Health Integration Networks.

Adelina Urbanski, commissioner of social and communi-
ty services, said the issue of LTC home delays and the fact
seniors who need care urgently can't decide where they end
up is an increasing one.

Milton Councillor Colin Best said the lack of LTC home
beds is affecting our already-burdened hospitals.

“A number of people who are in critical care in the hospi-
tal should be in long-term care,” he told fellow committee
members.

In Milton, the situation is made worse by renovations at
Allendale, which has led to a temporary reduction in admis-
sions in order to have 25 empty beds.

Burlington Councillor Rick Goldring gave the example of
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If you're a foreign-trained professional
or business person looking for a job,
improve your English and Canadian
job search skills with...
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8-week programs are FREE
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NO SECURITY DEPOSIT ON 2008 LEASES.

Y*liLimited time lease and finance offers available from Toyota Financial Services on approved credit, License, registration, PPSA, insurance, applicable fees and laxes are extra MSRP of a new 2008 Sienna

(Model ZK30CAA), 2008 RAV4 (Model BD33VPA), 2008 Highlander (Model ES41AAA), 2008 FJ Cruiser (Model - BUT1FMA) and 2008 Tundra 4x4 (Model BV3411B) Is  qqil™

$29 400/$26.050/$34,900/$29,725/$38,320 plus freight and PD.E. of $1,440/$1,440/81,440/51,440/51,440. Tax for fuel conservation is $75 for Highlander and $400 for FJ Cruiser.

¥0.9%/1 9%/0.9%/0.9%/1.9% finance APR equals $829/$746/$983/$838/$670 per month for 36/36/36/36/60 months. Cost of borrowing 1S $444/$806/$488/5443/91.880 for a total obligation of g |
$20 844/$26.856/$35.388/$30,168/$40,200. *4.9%/3.9% lease APR for 48/48 months on a new 2008 RAV4 (Model BD33VPA) and 2008 Highlander (Model ES41AAA). Monthly payment is $299/5418 with progras

2 $4 573/$6 679 down payment or trade equivalent, and first monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is $18,926/526,744. Based on a maximum of 96,000 KMS. Additional KM charge

of $.10/.15 for excess kilometres if applicable. | Gas card/cashback equivalent offers valid on new and unregistered eligible in-stock 2008 Sienna, 2008 FJ Cruiser and 2008 Tundra 4x4 purchased/leased, registered and deliv-
ered between September 3 and September 30, 2008. Offers will be awarded either in the form of pre-paid gas card or cashback equivalent and IS the choice of the customer. The values of the pre-paid gas card or cashback
equivalent are $1,000/$2,000/82,000. Pre-gam gas cards will be mailed to the customer within 60 days of delivery. Cashback offers take place at time of delivery and will apply after taxes have been charged on the full amount
of negutialeﬁ price. 1| 3.9%/3.9% lease APR for 48/48 months on a new 2008 Sienna (Model ZK30CAA) and 2008 FJ Cruiser (Model BU11FMA). When you apply the $1,000/$2,000 cashback equivalent offer, monthly payment
is $339/8309 with a $5,805/85,717 down payment or trade equivalent, and first monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation is 522,0??$20,g50_ Based on a maximum of 96,000 KMS. Additional KM charge
of $.10/.15 for excess kilometres if applicable. Dealer may sell/lease for less. Offers valid between September 3 and September 30, 2008 and are subject to change without notice. Please see your participating Toyota Dealer
for full details. $These estimates are based on the Government of Canada's approved critaria and testing methods The actual fuel consumption of these vehicles may vary. Refer to the Government of Canada publication
EnerGuide Fuel Consumption Guide. All rights are reserved

400 STEELES AVENUE, MILTON

Toll Free: 1-800-617-4025
Fax: (905) 875-1516
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