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 Rob recommended!
One owner, serviced at Gallinger Ford, 36,500
km, fully loaded with power locks, windows,
mirrors, leather, heated seats, moon roof, bal-
ance of factory warranty, St 2800A

2002 CHRYSLER

George recommended!

2. 7L V6, auto, power steering, power brakes,
AM/FM/CD, air, tachometer, keyless entry, St

F8110B

T aa | Mazda' rotary-powered

Dy title or cinema, Haiton and

www.miltoncanadianchampion.com
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anothér model in the R3

By JIM ROBINSON
Metroland Media Group

Winkle, winkle little Wankel
How I wonder if your crankl,
Torque enough to turn itself,
Or will you wind up on the shelf.

Peel locations are featured.

AVAILABLE ONLINE AT

That little poem was penned by the John Dinkel, a 20-year
veteran with Road & Track magazine in the 1970s and, one

of the great automotive writers of all time.
His poem kicked off a feature on the then new Wankel

rotary engine that German carmaker NSU (now part of Audi)

was trying to make viable.

The problem was Dr. Felix Wankel invented it to power
torpedoes for German U-Boats. 1t was never supposed to last
longer than a few minutes so trying to create a permanent
rotor seal was not an issue. It was almost as thirsty as most
V8s of the day. The upside was the engine was near vibration-
free, light, powerful and very compact.

2 0L4 cyl. auto, air, cruise & tit, NSU could not make it erk, as hard as they tried. Nor
power locks w/ remote entry, could General Motors, Daimler-Benz, Rolls-Royce and

g*;a“ “’“"‘ﬁwﬂﬂw ‘f? e, Citroen.
"~ warranty, él_z-,;fs o But the little known Mazda company in Japan gave 1t a go.
After literally thousands of substances were tried, including

horsehair, they got the rotor to seal at the apexes for an

acceptably long period.
Then on May 30, 1967, Mazda launched the world's first

twin-rotor engined car, the Mazda Cosmo Sport.

68,500 km, auto, air, power windows, locks,
mirrors, great mileage, fun to drive, balance of

powered by the rotary engine.
The first vehicle Mazda sold in North America was the

1970 R100, powered by the rotary engine. It was followed by
the RX-2, RX-3, RX-4 and RX-5 Cosmo. The 1970s even saw

Mazda install the rotary engine in its Rotary Pickup truck.
When Mazda launched the now-legendary RX-7 in 1979,
it really shook up the sports-car establishment and set sales

factory warranty, St JBO33A *
2004 FORD Today, four decades on, the company 1s celebrating the
m mwm 40th anniversary of the Mazda rotary engine. In the years
- between, Mazda has produced nearly two million vehicles
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i B _ mw{ e e records never before seen with sports cars.
Vﬁrlaifimsi AM/EM/CD, tachometer, spiit front control, mint condition, lease return, 44, 661km, And when the company launched the innovative four-
bench seats, Cap included!, cruise control, St 2787A balance of factory warranty door sports car RX-8 in 2003, the rotary engine saw a dra-

matic update with the introduction of side porting; resulting
in greatly reduced exhaust emissions and improved perform-

' ance.

2006 FORD
m' | m Mazda's rotary engine has been overwhelmingly success-

- ful in motorsports, too, powering the company's cars (o over
P socommseniies/ 100 professional sports car racing wins in the U.S. alone and

§ uins, S, et enabling an overall win at the 1991 running of the famed 24-

bucket seats, vinyl . :
oof. 50, 668 km, Hours of Le Mans. Mazda was the first, and is still the only,

Et.::rgggy of fa:ﬂrny: Japanese car company to ever win this grueling endurance

wheels. looks greatt  race. In fact, the rotary was so good, it was banned.

St D9003A The 2009 Mazda RX-8 marks 40 years of the rotary and
| the R3 model is equipped to the point that there are no

options available, but it does have more than a dozen extras

never before offered on a RX-8.

Power is a twin-chamber rotary with the equivalent of
1.3-litres displacement. The R3 version is slightly more pow-
erful at 238 hp and 159 Ib/ft of torque on premium fuel. Fuel
consumption is listed at 12.8/9.21/100 km city/highway.
There is only one transmission, a six-speed manual derived
from the one used in the MX-5 Miata. .

The new RX-8 R3 also features variable red-zone technol-
ogy which limits revs at a cold start to protect the engine and
allows full use of the car’s uniquely broad 9,000rpm rev-band
when it is fully warmed.

Much work on the chassis sees the R3 with a pertect 50:30
front to rear weight distribution that greatly increases the

Q W = agility of the car. Front suspension is double wishbones with
R

Paul recommended!
1 owner, air, power windows, door locks,
loaded with leather, moon roof, ESP, low
km's, balance of factory warranty, St JB013A

SJ )

a multi-link independent system at the rear. Bilstein supplies
RS | , shocks tailored to the handling characteristics of the R3.

f _ P A K ” pgeei 771 . With a redline way up to 9,000 rpm and the free-spinning

e B - P nature of the rotary, getting to the rev limiter is swift, accom-

ed by you ~. panied by a tenor bellow under full throttle.

i | Think of the rotary more like a turbine than an internal
| 90 5 87 5 EQ HD | combustion engine. Acceleration is a matter of using the
" - | higher revs and learning to use the gears to get the most of
: www.gallingerford.com | the 159 Ib/it of torque.

g | : ~ 1f you push it, you'll find up and downshifts can be timed

R AR T R e e B to the engine note, not the revs, because the rotary is so
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