n e el —

e . e e T e |

o, i s g S b e — v

See

Enjoys unbeaten run to help Canada
prevail at North American Challenge

By Steve LeBlanc
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF
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One huge shot and a whole lot of support.

That's what stands out for Laura Seed from her pmras

first taste of international lawn bowling competi-
tion, which presented itself earlier this month in
Burlington.

Part of Canada’s 20-member team — comprised
of both elite-level bowlers and ‘development’ play- |
ers. of which she falls into the latter — the 48-year-
old Miltonian admits she was more than a little
nervous through the initial stages of the North
American Challenge.

 chines in first taste of international lawn bowling

through the early going of game one — allowing her Milton
partner to work through her jitters.

“She single-handedly kept us in the game,” said Seed.

But Ko wouldn’t have to carry the team for too long, as
Seed nailed a beautiful five-point shot in the sixth end. This
not only boosted her confidence, but also served as the cata-
lyst for a huge reversal of fortune for the pair — who rallied
from an early five-point deficit to topple their American

g counterparts 19-12.

B |  Said Seed, “That was a total turnaround for me.
L | After that shot the nervousness disappeared. I've
| got to give Shirley a lot of credit for giving me time
' (0 collect myself. Her support was phenomenal.”

Solid rest of the way

Thoroughly distancing herself from that shaky
start. the local lawn bowler was a model of consis-
tency during the remainder of pairs play, in which
she and Ko scored 20-10 and 26-9 decisions.

The event has the men and women each split
into two groups of five to play either pairs or tre-
bles (triples) through the first half and then finish with sin-
gles or fours competition.

Adding to Seed’s anxiety was the fact that she was named
skip for pairs — for the Canadian Women’s Folkins team —
and had to begin amidst morning showers that made throw-

Laura Seed

“The second game was actually neck-and-neck
for a while, but the final game we completely dom-
inated,” said Seed.

Making her efforts even more impressive was the fact that
this was her first time in 18-end play — significantly longer
than that of provincial or national lawn bowling.

“Yeah you've got to keep your focus.”

ing the bowl quite tricky.
Calming influence

That’s where seasoned teammate Shirley Ko proved to be

the difference.

Delivering some exceptional back-end play, the
Willowdale lawn bowler provided a stabilizing presence

C'ville midgets fall short in finals

The wait goes on.

Heading to Burlington’s Ireland Park Saturday
morning, Campbellvilles midgets looked poised
to secure their first Inter-Municipal League (IML)
playoff title in more than half a century.

Fifty-three years to be exact.

The Tigers had won the regular-season pen-
nant just two weeks earlier and were facing a
Kilbride team they'd rallied to edge in the
second-last game of a 13-2-3 campaign.

However, no such comeback was forth-
coming in the high-stakes rematch, as a
mid-game lapse and lack of timely hitting
served to crush Campbellville’s bid to add to its
championship haul.

“We just couldn’t hit at the opportune times

and had that one bad inning that killed us,” said
head coach Larry Small, moments after the 5-3
defeat. “It’s tough.”

The Tigers held their neighbouring rivals to a
mere four hits, and just one beyond the opening
frame. However, they gave up three runs in their
only real breakdown of the finals — with three
walks and an error allowing Kilbride to turn the
tables in the fifth inning.
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helping.
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and final runs for the Tigers, while recording RBI
were Jase Lavigne and Brayden and Spencer
Abraham. The brothers would also deliver some
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Independent Baseball Club

August/September

Aug.25 & 26 4:30 to 7:00

Sept.6 & 7 9:00am to 12:00

Neyagawa Park Oakville
« Head Coach: Mr. Dave Downer

= Players born May 1, 1994 - April 30, 1996
« Tournament & Boys of Summer league (40+ games)
« Fall tournament and winter training program included

For further information contact Jim Lawson at 416 560 2868 or
by e-mail: jlawson@westerkirk.ca
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Seed would maintain her undefeated streak through the
balance of the North American Challenge.

Playing vice on 2 fours squad led by Nova Scotias Lena
Cameron. the international newcomer turned in a rock-solid
performance in both a round-one 28-6 massacre and 20-15
follow-up victory.
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i +Canadian Red Cross |

' Fishers and hunters l

: are prone to :

: , hypothermia.
Campbellville would strand three runners in | WearaPFD |
scoring position over the balance of the contest | and layered _ |
. : clothing.
and left eight on base overall. I :

Lead-off hitter Jason Entmaa scored the first

credible pitching, particularly Brayden, who
blanked Kilbride over the final two innings
— with four strikeouts — to keep cham-
pionship hopes alive.

Spencer had the only extra-base hit of
the game, a first-inning double that cashed

in Entmaa.

Seemingly nervous to start the championship,
both teams had a few mental hiccups before set-
tling down for an exciting finish to 2008 play.

The Tigers suffered some uncharacteristic
defensive glitches earlier in the week as well, but
managed to overcome them for a 12-7 semifinal
win over Carlisle.

Campbellvilles midgets may very well find
themselves back in the championship hunt again
next summer, as 11 of the 13 players are eligible
to return.
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Though Cameron would make a couple of shots that real-
ly put the Americans away in game two, the entire team
showed strongly.

“We gelled all the way. I wouldn't say I made any amazing
shots. but then we really didn't have to. We were just really
consistent.” said Seed, whose last fours game was canceled
due to Saturday’s afternoon showers.

When it was all said and done, the Miltonian had helped
the Canadian women to the overall title over the U.S. — and
made a major addition to her lawn bowling resumé.

“The North American Challenge is so competitive, and to
come away unbeaten was great.”

Seed hopes last week’s success bolsters her chances for an
invite to November’s national camp in Arizona, which could
open the door to future international appearances.

“rd be thrilled to be invited, and this (last week’s success)
certainly helps my chances,” she said.
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3 611 3 Memorial Basketball Tournament

Aug. 23th ¢ 24th

E.C. Drury High School

3-Pnt Contest, Raffles &
A Licenced After Party with
Musical Guests!

MORE INFO AT www.shootingforangels.com
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GOLF*CLUGB

4955 Dublin Line, Acton, ON, L7] 2M2

Monday through Friday

$15 after 2:00
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