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By David Lea

SPECIAL TO THE CHAMPION

Halton Region Health
Department officials are calling
on residents to . protect them-
selves from mosquito bites after
a dead blue jay found in
Oakville tested positive for West
Nile virus (WNv).

The blue jay, which was dis-
covered Monday in the area of
Cornwall and Charwell Roads,
is the first WNv positive bird
found in Halton this year
it likely won't be the last,
though. A dead crow that was
located Tuesday in the Fourth
Line and Rebecca Street area is
also expected to test positive for
the virus.

The presence of the virus in
Halton is. nothing new with
WNyv consistently being found
in the region since 2001, said
Dr. Monir Taha, associate med-
ical officer of health for Halton
Region.

“Its become a predictable
annual thing. Typically around
the beginning of August we get
our first physical detection of
WNy,” he said.

“We find it first in birds and
then usually not too long there-
after the mosquitoes that we've
been testing since the beginning
of the summer will start to turn
positive for WNv too. All this
indicates that the amount ol
WNv thats out there in birds
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SPECIALS IN EFFECT FROM WEDNESDAY AUGUST 20TH TO
TUESDAY AUGUST 26TH. WHILE QUANTITIES LAST.

Street S. * White Oaks Plaza
905-875-0303
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and therefore the chances tor
people to get sick with WNv
increases t00."

Taha noted that the record
wet summer has been a mixed
blessing for WNv. While the
excessive rain has provided
mosquitoes with plenty of
places to breed, Taha said the
lack of heat waves has slowed
down the viruss growth some-
what.

Because the virus is so
weather dependent, Taha said
it's difficult to say whether this
will be a good or bad year for
WNv.

Either way, the Region is tak-
ing precautions and residents
are advised to do the same.

“We're continuing our con-
trol program, which is mainly to
prevent mosquitoes  from
emerging as adult mosquitoes.
We have larvicide programs for
storm water catch basins, storm
water management ponds and
other surface waters where mos-
quito larva are detected,” said
Taha.

“So, we're continuing that,
but people have their own role
to play.”

Taha noted that people can
protect themselves from intect-
ed mosquitoes by covering up
with white coloured, long-
sleeved shirts and pants with
tightly woven fabric.

Using an approved insect

West Nile found in blue jay |

'mg DEET IS alsw remmmendﬂd
as is limiting your time outdoors
during dawn and dusk when
mosquitoes are most active and
likely to bite.

The number of mosquitoes
in an area can also be reduced
by empting out water-filled con-
tainers where mosquitoes like to
breed.

The water in a birdbath, for
example, should be changed at
least once a week to prevent
mosquitoes from making use ot
1L.

While preventing exposure
to mosquitoes is important, get-
ting bitten by one, even if its
infected with WNyv, isn't neces-
sarily the end of the world.

“Most people actually do
very well if they get WNv. They
may not even notice that they've
caught it at all. Some people just
have a mild illness with a bit of
fever and then they're pertectly
back to normal,” said Taha.

So far this year, the Ministry
of Health and Long-Term Care
is reporting one ‘probable/con-
firmed’ human case of WNv in
Ontano.

Anyone who would like to
report a dead bird or standing
water or for more information

about WNv can call the Halton
Region at (905) 825-6000, toll
free 1-866-4HALTON (1-866-
442-5866), TTY (905) 827-
0833 or email wnv@halton.ca.

Fresh Bread
and Buns
Baked daily

7 days a week!

REGULAR STORE HOURS

Mon.-Thurs. 8:30 am - 7 pm
Friday 8:30 am - 8 pm
Saturday 8:30 am - 6 pm
Sunday 9:00 am - 5 pm
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Gray, auto, air, moon- |
roof, alloys, 78,000km. gk

4
CYLINDER

V6, leatherr, roof,
alloys, 53,000km.

Whito 4qu aulu air,
alloys, tint, 40,000km.

4
CYLINDER

Mr aulu air, pwr Uflh
keyless, 2 TO CHOOSE }
FROM! :

Black, auto, air, Ieamr
moonroof, chrome
wheels, 78,000km

10, 995
i mm

5 speed, air, CD,
hatchback

4cyllmlnr alloys,
Grp, keyless, CD

s125

Auto, air, pw!um.
78,000 km.

4
CYLINDER

CYLINDER

14,995 5146
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Autu, air, moonroof,
alloys

s17 995

10,995 $125 4175
¥ i

TRAFALGAR RD. S., RIGHT ON STEELES, LEFT ON JAMES SNOW, RIGHT ON MAIN
www.wallacepontiac.com Toll Free: 1-888-878-2354
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