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Slugger hoping to help Hawks soar

GRAHAM PAINE / CANADIAN CHAMPION

A BIG HIT: Katarina Del Rosso is hoping to deliver at the plate this week, as her novice Hawks head into national championship play.

Junior Red Sox ousted in COBA semifinal

This past weekend’s thundershowers put a serious
damper on the Central Ontario Baseball Association’s jumor
playdowns.

A number of teams had already opted out of the league
tournament, and a few heavy downpours took any
remaining lustre out of this year’s competition — at
least for the Red Sox.

Normally a double-knockout tournament, the
COBA playdowns underwent a series of
impromptu and questionable revisions through-
out the weekend, which eventually saw Milton fac-
ing lowly Erindale in semifinal action Sunday night
at Clarkson — the only field still playable.

The Red Sox had played only one other game on the
weekend — an 8-0 dismantling of eventual finalist Oakville
Saturday morning — and had to wait around two hours
before facing the Cardinals for a trip to the championship.

Needless to say, the steam had gone out of the weekend
before they even stepped onto the field.

So while a 4-2 loss to a team they’d dominated in regular-
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4UQWM a_i ns t Milton ;_{ 905-864-9883
' piasmilton@look.ca

season play was still rather surprising, it wasn't quite as dis-

appointing as it would have been under an ideally-run tour-
nament.

“Yeah it didn’t really mean as much this year,” said man-
ager Glenn Turner.

Unable to take advantage of Erindale’s sub-par
pitching and fielding, Milton left 11 runners on
base in the narrow semifinal defeat.

A measly one-hit campaign marred some fairly
strong pitching by John Brady and Sean Mathé¢, and
afforded Frindale a highly-improbable berth to the
final.

Much more impressive before the storm hit Saturday,
Milton got four perfect innings from Scott McTrach and
enjoyed a balanced attack to dump Oakville.

Craig Howse essentially put the game out of reach with a
two-run double in the sixth, while a strong defensive effort
factored heavily into the lopsided victory as well.

The Red Sox cap 2008 play this weekend at the six-team
OBA ‘B’ championship in Chatham.
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Maintenance

3 Up to 5 litres of SW30/5W20
Mopar oil

3 Mopar oil filter
3 Rotation of 4 tires

3 Peace-of-Mind Inspection of
cooling system, all fluid levels,
electronic battery test, front and
rear brake system, exhaust system,
suspension system

: A 4

with one of these service specials and receive a collector’s edition gift.
Peace-of-Mind
Service

Service Includes: | g—

Mobil 1 synthelic ol
available al additional cosi
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Del Rossos novice fastpitch team

to compete in this week3 nationals

By Steve LeBlanc
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

atarina Del Rosso hasn't just been a big hit with her
Halton Hills Hawks, but a timely one as well.

Recently developing into a clutch performer at the plate,
the 14-year-old Miltonian is part of why the neighbouring
novice girls' fast-pitch team not only finds itsell as a partici-
pant at this week’s Canadian championships in Montreal, but
a medal favourite to boot.

“I've never been to anything like this before. It’s going to
be awesome,” said Del Rosso, before heading out for the
nationals, at which her club is ranked second. “I'm really
excited.”

Not content to merely qualify for the 12-team showcase
— which gets underway today (Wednesday) — the Hawks
grabbed the second of five berths allotted for Ontario with a
silver-medal performance at the recent provincial champi-
onships in Guelph.

Halton Hills would get hammered in its first and final
games by the powerhouse host Guelph Gators, but prevailed
in all other outings — thanks in no small part to Del Rosso.
She’d highlight the weekend with a huge effort in round-
robin play against Stratford, with a two-out triple and two-
out single accounting for all of the runs in a 5-4 nail-biter.

Two games later she’'d come through with a pair of hits
and an RBI in a 7-2 semifinal decision over the Oakville
Angels — with whom she’d originally tried out for last fall.

“l just got into a groove (at provincials). 1 guess l've
always been a good hitter and now I'm out of my slump,’
said Del Rosso, referring to a mid-season dry spell

Added Hawks coach lan McLaughlin, “Kat’s definitely had
some timely hits for us. In the past month or so she’s been
pretty consistent.”

Of course the clubs lone Miltonian has contributed at
more than just the plate.

" “This is the time when hitting catches up to pitching, and
with mostly right-handed batters Kat gets a lot of balls hit her
way in left. Shes quite solid out there,” said McLaughlin.

The Hawks certainly hope that continues this week, as
they look for a much-anticipated gold-medal rematch with
the Gators.

“That would be great. We've got a real chance to do it; I've
got the best teammates and coaches,” said Del Rosso, whose
father, Sandro, is an assistant coach with the team.

The top-seeded team for its division, Halton Hills kicks olt
round-robin play this afternoon-against the host Lions Lac
St-Louis. Championship play is slated for Sunday.

Keep Your Vehicle Running its Best

Gas Engine Maintenance
Tune Up

Starting From

Jfhax e

Service Includes:
3 Spark plugs

3 Inspect crankcase
ventilation system
and air filter

Inspect throttle body
Check charging system
Inspect ignition system
Inspect battery and terminais
Emission control system inspection
Perform diagnostic scan

Inspect drive belts

Hoad test

Receive a FREE Mopar Collector
Glass Set of 4 With Any
Qualifying Service Special!

" Platinum plugs exira
maost Chrysler vehicles, does not
include SRT vehicles

t Additional charges may apply for diesel, V10s, HEMI V8s, fluid disposal
semi-synthetic and synthetic motor oils
*While supplies last. See dealer for details




