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By Joanna Phillips
SPECIAL TO THE CHAMPION

Joseph Belford has not just drive,
but talent.

The Milton resident captured gold in
auto painting at the Halton Skills com-
petition in April. He went on to win the
Ontario Technological Skills
Competition (OTSC), which secured
him a place in the Canada Skills com-
petition.

Both are run by Skills Canada,
which has evolved into a pan-Canadian
organization offering skilled trades and
technology competitions at the region-

al, provincial/territorial, national and
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will host a fundraising evening this
coming Monday, June 16 in an effort to
provide a little financial assistance.

The event runs from 5 to 8 p.m. at
Boston Pizza on Maple Avenue. The
wrestlers will help serve for those three
hours, with part of the nights sales
going to offset travel and training
expenses for Alan Moftat, Duncan
Moffat, Bobby Fillman and Kevin
Iwasa-Madge.

Iwasa-Madge kicks things off with
next week’s trip to the Junior Pan-Am
Games in Ecuador, while Duncan
Moffat heads to San Salvador early next
month for the Cadet Pan-Am Games.

From there, Bobby Fillman heads
out on an 11-day tour of New England
and the Maritimes in early August,

around the same time Alan Moffat goes

to Istanbul, Turkey for the junior world
championships.

Those interested in helping out are
asked to call Boston Pizza for reserva-
tions at (905) 864-1411 and mention

they are supporting the wrestlers.
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With that in mind, the Dynamo club
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pack, and therefore didn't qualify for
WorldSkills Calgary 2009. He isn't
about to quit now though, as his inter-
est in cars has spanned his entire life
and shows no signs of petering out.

Formerly a student at Milton
District High School, Beliord trans-
ferred to Robert Bateman in Burlington
this school year at the prompting ot his
automotive teacher, Mike Adamiak.

At Robert Bateman, he took the
opportunity to participate in the
Ontario Youth Apprentice Program
(OYAP), which offers students a co-op
in a skilled trade that can lead to an
apprenticeship.

Since the transfer, his mother, Carol,
says she has seen a world of difierence
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Bator CX

« Don't Be Fooled by the CX's convenient size and easy
operation!
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« Pack Heavy... Travel Light - Hauls 500 ibs, tows 800 lbs!
» Intuitive Controls, Trl'trngﬂm'goﬂox Msnmwua
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Hf: a0 Breams’ H‘&penmg‘ up’ an
auto shop in California, 'having been
influenced by car and bike television
shows.

The reality doesn’t seem far off, as
Belford is used to facing tough chal-
lenges.

At the nationals, 18-year-old Belford
was competing against university stu-
dents, in some cases four years his sen-
ior. He was not only the youngest con-
testant, but also the one with the least
experience.

He credits his teacher at Robert
Bateman, Ron Postma, for inspiring
him.

“He makes every student feel they
can do it,” says Belford.
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4-Year
Limited

Warranty

n CERTIFIED GOLD STAR DEALER

Halton

Turf & Tractors

a division of Green Tractors Inc.
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 Gator WPX bk

« Ali- Terrain Performance for Confidence in All Conditions » Paths are for Storybooks. Load it Up and Don't Look Back
+» Best-In-Class 4WD, Comfort and Durability
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IMITED

On Select Series Premium lawn tractors
— at no additional cost to you!
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Halton Turf & Tractors

15 Steeles Avenue East
Milton, ON L9T 1X9
(905) 878-2121

www.greentractors.ca
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