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above Ontario Iiteracy average

Boasts overall
pass rate of 92%

By Tina Depko
OAKVILLE BEAVER STAFF

Grade 10 students in the
Halton Catholic District School
Board have demonstrated they
are above average when it
comes to literacy.

The Ontario Secondary
School Literacy Test Results for
2008 were released this week,
with 92 per cent of students in
the Catholic board passing the
test. This was well above the
provincial average of 84 per
cent.

It's an important accomplish-
ment, according to Rick
MacDonald, superintendent of
education, curriculum services
with the Halton Catholic
District School Board.

“I think this speaks well for

the board and we're extremely

proud of the results,” he said.
More than 2.200 students in

the region’s seven Catholic high
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schools wrote the Ontario
Secondary School Literacy Test
in March.

The Halton Catholic board’s
success rate is up three per cent
from last year’s success rate of
80 per cent. The increase
reflects the dedication of the
high schools, MacDonald said.

“I think the teachers and the
principals deserve praise, as well
as the central office staft because
they are providing support to
the schools.,” he said. “It is a
concerted effort, from senior
administration to the classroom
teachers. Everybody in the sys-
tem embraces the concept of
student improvement.”

MacDonald said that the stu-
dents’ success is also reliant on
solid instruction in younger
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Ve have to remember lhat
[hese students are in the system
from Kindergarten to Grade 12,
so | think we have to congratu-
late our elementary teachers and
principals as well,” he said.

This year’s breakdown of stu-

dents successfully completing
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the Ontario Secondary School
Literacy Test in Halton by
school iS: Assumption
(Burlington) — 93 per cent,
Bishop Reding (Milton) — 88
per cent, Christ the King
(Halton Hills) — 92 per cent,
Holy Trinity (Oakville) — 92
per cent, Notre Dame
(Burlington) — 91 per cent, St.
Ignatius of Loyola (Oakville) —
904 per cent and St. Thomas
Aquinas (Oakville) — 90 per
cent.

The Ontario Secondary
School Literacy Test is a manda-
tory requirement in provincial
high schools. The test consists
of multiple choice, short essay
and long essay questions in var-
ious categories, such as reading
and writing. While some par-
ents and educators have voiced
concern against standardized
testing, MacDonald said it is an
invaluable tool in tweaking the
curriculum to ensure students
are up to provincial literacy
standards.

“The test is used to measure

» see TEST on page A13
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Did you kKnow...

Only an orthodontist
specializes in doing braces?

Braces for Children and Adults

Changing lives..
one smile at a time!

311 Commercial St.  Suite 209
Milton

Personalized care from Dr. Bacchus
Located across from the Milton Sports Centre

Wheelchair accessible
Free parking
Please come in and ask about our special prices!
Multiple family member discounts g
Age 7 is a good time for a first orthodontic visit S5

Orthodontics:
Creating Beautiful Smiles, Confidence & Self Esteem

Call our office to schedule your FREE consultation!
www.tingrins.ca

See an © ..;I'Iiif}d ﬂ'ﬂiai...
the specialist trained to correct
rJff.rh] If“-; f.-“]t } Irib i_::f..-’,il

\ }-_-Jrr'f'j* Woi lml.

i T e o Rl
e Y o NN B T e S A N 1 g T s A e S P B et ot el ot L G R L S

i - & L ShigglE— . I3} W= |=-...=.J'-||_.:1-_ 1 o TR = T o
TR s S '. Eaep el B 7 T P T e g -;.'- T e HT. <o
o L L : ol el g A 1 el ;
R o Tp A @aﬁ?u ; gl : e
i AT R o ,, =3 ;} I 12 el P LS .
= - .
- L el =11 P
?“lﬁv‘ B i
- o ) J.: £ i.-.|ll L
= L o ¥
_-iu::_

= I| 'I‘."_’:' :. 2
L g
{ g ;-[I" :h_—-l"'r-""‘-l -I.'.?FT

.:'I L i i —1 i J O, o
ez '-,Ei“-'_'“rl-‘.‘f"“—_i",'r_ ME
B ll-‘-' %...:..I_ﬁ.l-:'i'-ﬂ Hs I._.j__" L vk, 1R

#

2004 PONTIAC VIBE 58
5 Speed, Fuel Miser, AN e
AmFmCD, Tilt, A/C, Moon
Stone Metallic,

72,000 kms

r_;; ‘, r F" e% - -ﬂr'. :: i
- 3.6L V6, Esp Auto, Sll\mr
w/Black Leather, Remote

| Entry, 17" Chrome Wheels,

5 = GMC SIERF
HL VB Auto, A/C, Box
Liner, CD, Reg Cab,
Trailer Hitch

3.51 V6, Pwr Grp, Auto, A/
CD, Fog Lamps, ABS Brake
From 36,500kms

Hﬁé

CHEVY CAVALIER C **“*e* : g 12004 PONTIAC SU
Autn AmFmCD, Spoiler R e Sedan, Pwr Grp, CD,

| Keyless Remote, Only
38,000kms

‘0 00O |
1. 99J |

» Manufacturer’s Warranty ¢ 150+ Point Inspection

e 24 Hour Roadside Assistance

+ CERTIFIED - E-'I'ESTEB —

- CAR PROOF VERIFIER _—
mm . h

Months: 2005 .and Newer are Based on 8.99% tor 72 months-i ‘ayments shown are biweekly payments




