Sync-ronicity

Ford and Microsoft revolutionize Iin

By MICHAEL BANOVSKY

The downside to rapid progress in
electronics means that automakers are
constantly on the back foot when it
comes to totally embracing new technol-
ogy.

What devices should they support?
What devices will people be using in their
cars next year? What about six months
from now?

Spending over $30,000 on a car that
doesn’t know what an iPod is wouldn't be
viewed by techno-savvy buyers as money
well spent.

To combat and complement the con-
stant crowd of new devices, Ford and
Microsoft have teamed up to produce
Sync, a new take on automotive connec-
tivity. Both a hardware and software solu-
tion, it pairs steering wheel controls and
an internal microphone with a sophisti-
cated software platform mounted in the
car.

The system can interface with most
USB-based media players, including the
incumbent (iPod) and challengers (Zune,
Nomad Zen, etc.). By interface, I mean
you can take direct control of the player
from the cars controls. Your player will
also charge through the USB port.

You can also slot in a USB thumb drive
— a small, unpowered memory stick that
can be loaded with any content from any
computer, including thousands of MP3
files. Sync can access any music con-
tained on a USB thumb drive, provided it
isn't a protected format (iTunes store pur-
chases won't work, but AAC and WMA
files, among others, will.) It will play pro-
tected iTunes store purchases only if
they're still on your iPod.

Also included is an 1/8-inch auxiliary
input jack for devices that can't be, ahem,
'sync’d’ through USB. As an added party
trick, Sync will stream audio from any
Bluetooth device.

If youre so inclined, music can be
served up with voice commands. Simply
touch the button on the steering wheel,
wait for the prompt, and say: "USB," then,
"play," music from your device will start
to play. If you're dying to hear your just-
downloaded Best Of Prince compilation,
say: "play album, Best Of Prince," and
turn on your wipers — you'll be in for
some Purple Rain.

Commands that work are: album,
artist, genre, track name, or play similar
— which will shuffle and grab other sim-
ilar artists and playlists. I'm a bit of a bol-
fin, so part of my testing during the
launch event centered on what it won'
play with voice commands.

I'm sad to report I couldn’t stump it.

If its confused, Sync will read four
close matches, and have you pick one of
them. It all works very well, and can use
one of three languages — American
English, Canadian French, and North
American Spanish.

If your phone has Bluetooth, you can
access just about any aspect of your
device from Sync. You can say a number
aloud and it'll dial it, or just say the per-
sons name. If they have more than one
entry in your phonebook, Sync will ask
which number you'd like. Sync can have
multiple phones paired with the same
vehicle, but will default to the main
phone if more than one phone is detect-

ed.

Sync is a software platformi designed
for mobile use. called Windows Mobile
for Automative. It was built on Windows
CE, the plattorm Microsolt uses tor cell
phones and other digital devices. It can be
upgraded, and downloadable upgrades
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can be handled through syncmyride.com, or car, Sync provides a very robust interface tor full range of voice commands, 1t will proy ide a

through your Ford dealer. accessing your cell phone and digital music. But, complete experience not yet seen on this side of

Even if you're not in the mood to talk to your  with anything, if you embrace Sync and utilize its  the ocean.
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2008 FORD ESCAPE

Get 0%*Purchase Financing for
36 months on most Escape models.

Canadian Delivery
Allowance of $2000*

Includes the features you want:

o AdvanceTrac® w/Roll Stability Control « Powerdome Hood
e MP3 Audio Jack * Fog Lamps & Auto Lamps * 16” Cast-Aluminum
Wheels * Personal Safety System e Earth Friendly Seat Fabric
¢ Anti-lock Braking System

Ford Escape is Canada’s

Best-Selling Compact SUV
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optional equipment

Hurry into Gallinger’s and get the
vehicle you really want.

R b *See Dealer for details. |
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DIRECT PARTS LINE 905.875.0111
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