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It's getting to be a habit.

Every year | try to beg, borrow or steal a 750 for my first
bike of spring. It’s the perfect test sled for a new season — big
enough to be fun yet small and benign enough to forgive any
rusty mistakes after a long winter of only wishful thinking,

This year it was the VT750T, a touring-packaged version
of Honda’s venerable shaft-driven 750 Shadow Aero. The
bike comes in three two-tone choices, in this case wearing a
red and cream combo that emphasized its retro look and feel
as much as the valanced fenders and classically tuned-
exhaust tones of traditional V-Twin rumble.
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The big 750s that riders aspired to in yesteryears have
somehow been down-slotted into the starter segment for
novices these days. Which figures, 1 guess, considering their

easier riding position and less mass maneuverability. (Honda

does not list the curb weight yet so take your own guess at
how many kilograms have been added over the 250 kg (553
15) rating of the base Shadow Aero.)
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saddled, comfortable and confidence-inspiring cruisers with
more than enough oomph for lightweight and smaller riders.
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curtain airbags with rollover sensor, and you have a pretty
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| » see INNOVATIVE on page C6
1.8S with value option package. 1.8L 4cyl, 122hp engine, 6 spd manual
transmission, side air bags, side curtain air bags, power windows/locks,
remote entry, power mirrors, air conditioning am/fm cd stereo & more.
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