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By Dianne Cornish
SPECIAL TO THE CHAMPION

In the wake of a strong advo-
cacy campaign mounted by a
citizens’ group and a local coun-
cillor opposed to a quarry appli-

cation for northeast
Flamborough near
Campbellville, St.  Marys

Cement is taking steps to allay
public concerns.

The aggregate company
recently held a drop-in informa-
tion centre at its site oflice on
11th Concession Road East,
inviting nearby residents to
meet one-on-one with profes-
sionals who will conduct a
pumping test on the property, it
the Ministry of the Environment
(MOE) grants a temporary
Permit to Take Water (PTTW)
to St. Marys.

The PTTW application, sub-
mitted in October 2006, has
been vehemently opposed by
FORCE (Friends of Rural
Communities and the
Environment), a grassroots citi-
zens' group that has been fight-
ing the quarry proposal ever
since it was unveiled four years
ago.

The group has found a ready
ally in Flamborough Councillor
Margaret McCarthy who has
steadlastly backed FORCE in its
assertions that the pump test
could have serious, perhaps irre-
versible, impacts on the quanti-
ty and quality of groundwater in
the area.

But St. Marys officials count-
er that the test is needed to eval-
uate potential impacts on
groundwater resources that the
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operation of a quarry on the site
might cause.

“We are taking all necessary
steps and precautions to ensure
that local water resources are
not impacted,” said John Moroz,
vice-president of St. Marys
CBM.

A recent letter sent by the
company to residents noted that
the company ran two pump
tests on the property in 2004
with “no reported impacts to
any water wells in the area.” The
previous tests were two days
and five days in duration.

The current PTTW applica-
tion consists of three individual
six-day tests rather than the 20-
day period proposed in the orig-
inal permit application, said
Paul Odom, supervisor of water
resources with the MOE’s west
central region. The volume of
water to be taken from the
aquifer for the tests has also
been reduced from 12,700,000
litres to 6,850,000 litres per day,
he said.

Odom added that St. Marys
has submitted all the necessary
technical information for its
application and he will make a
recommendation “quite soon”
on whether to grant the permit.

St. Marys officials have
assured residents that the test-
ing will be monitored by the
MOE and the City of Hamilton
and can be halted immediately it
any problems arise at local
wells. But their recent informa-
tion package says problems with
water quality or quantity during
the tests would be an “unlikely
event.”

Right now, the company is
encouraging residents within
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28cm/11" stainless steel Everyday
pan with tempered glass lid and du-
able non-stick surface. $+39-99-

$49%

one to two kilometres of the site
to have the wells on their prop-
erty monitored during the
pumping test. The program is
strictly voluntary, but provides a
benefit to residents, said the
company’s policy and planning
manager Jennifer Tuck. They’ll
get a confidential report con-
taining important information
about the water in their wells
and a graph showing water level
measurements before and after
the test. Their water will also
undergo chemical and bacterio-
logical analysis both betore and
after the test.

While only six people attend-
ed the March 18 open house,
Tuck said the mail-out was sent
to 150 homes and contained a
lot of information about the pro-
posed test.

Another drop-in session was
held March 26 at the site office.
In addition, consultants
retained by St. Marys to conduct
the test went door-to-door earli-
er this month to speak with res-
idents who live within one kilo-
metre of the site.

The company also hosted a
public meeting about their
PTTW application last week.

The MOE hasn't yet decided
whether to grant the permit

A few weeks ago, Hamilton
city council gave unanimous
support to a motion champi-
oned by Councillor McCarthy
asking the Ontario government
to fully consider the potential
ramifications of the proposed
quarry on the groundwater-
based municipal drinking water
system serving Carlisles 3,000
residents as well as on hundreds
of nearby residential wells.
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Non-stick cookie pan, round pan or
bake pan. Lists to $18:99.
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One ton of recycled paper
saves up to 17 rees.
Recycling paper, plastic and
metal saves tons of
garbage from being put into
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Cabot 20pc flatware, 4x5pc settings.

2.5L North Cape Euro-designed
stainless steel kettle with whistle.

i $4999

Big 32cm non-stick stainless steel
wok with durable non-stick intenor
coating. $249-99.
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local landfills. These are just
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to recycle and use recycled
products. By cutting down
on waste and using more
eco-friendly products, we
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Stainless mixing bow! set with non-
slip base in three colours. $59-99.

| 43% OFF!

Dishwasher safe. $34-99.

6pc Jumbo steak knife set.
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Super-size 45cm stainless roaster
w/rack. Fits up to 251b. turkey.
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40th Birthday Sale!

Celebrate & Save

Our Reg. Prices or better, on
almost everything in the store!

1968 - 2008
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Retail Value to $729.00
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““ “1’! 9pc Charlottetown set. Includes 1 5L & 3L saucepans
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POLYESTER SATIN
60"/150cm wide.

NOW**® OurReg.9.98 m
Flashback! 5.13 m

(equivalent price per metre!)

OVER 200,000

B| wORTH OF PRIZES TO BE WON!

®| ENTER OUR DRAW TO WIN 1 OF
166 JANOME SERGERS or

2220 $40 GIFT CERTIFICATES!

Balloting in effect from April 7-27th. Details in-store!
SALE IN EFFECT APRIL 7-27/08. SEE FLYER FOR DETAILS.

547 Main St. E. MILTON

878-0931

5L Dutch oven, 24cm/10” fry pan, 3L steamer, 4 covers. $6+2-99-

ACTON

Acton Home Hardware
362 Queen Street E.
(519) 853-1730

MILTON

* $199%
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Milton Home Hardware

Building Centre
385 Steeles Ave. E
(905) 878-9222
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