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Couple turn over responsibilities
after nearly half a century

By Robin Downton-Poirier
SPECIAL TO THE CHAMPION

They ve been surprised by wildlife, lovingly chased by
dogs and they've handled emergencies during events, but
now, alter more than 48 years, its time for Bruce and Annie
Bird to retire from their positions as custodians of the Milton
Fair Grounds.

“We have worked year-round, almost seven days a week
tor so many years, and now it will be nice to have some time
to relax and visit with friends when we feel like it,” said
Annie. “My son told me he’s been waiting for us to retire for

years now."

Bruce, 82, and Anme /8, accepted the job in 1959 “to
help someone out.” Bruce was doing shift work at PL.
Robertson and Annie took care of their home and family, and
then they worked at the fairgrounds afterward.

Neither believed that that they would have stuck with it
tor so long, said Annie. But the custodial job “kept them
healthy i

“We were always on the move there for several hours each
day, mowing lawns, cleaning the buildings, some heavy lift-
ing, whatever needed to be done. It kept us healthy and
active and we enjoyed every bit of it,” she said.

Being custodians, Annie and Bruce mowed and trimmed
the lawns and cleaned the eight buildings on the 23-acre
property every day. During the auctions, the couple also ran
the lunch counter. Most days, they worked for several hours.
moving at their own pace and enjoying the time together.
Some days though, said Annie, they would be at the fair-
grounds all day if there was a big event happening.

Annie said the fairgrounds have become a lot busier in the
past live or six years with a number of bigger functions
scheduled including dog shows, picnics, and the Strawberry
Fair, all which made their job a bit more demanding.

“With the bigger events, we spent more time on the
grounds, made sure the washrooms were kept clean, and
continuously maintained the buildings. If we hadn't, I guess
it would have been a lot messier to clean up at the end,” she
said.

The Birds, married for nearly 62 years, have five children,
12 grandchildren, and 10 great-grandchildren, most who
have helped them at one time or another at the fairgrounds,
said Annie.

“One of the best things about being there was we were
basically our own bosses,” she said. “We could work in the
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CALL Four Seasomns
g: T Geothermal.

YOUR GEOTHERMAL EXPERTS!
4seasonsgeo com Tel: (905)208-2624
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Looking for that perfect getaway
this summer or fall?

You are Invited ...
DeNure Tours Travel Show in Milton
April 23, 2008 at 2:00pm
Granite Ridge Golf Club, 9503 Dublin Line

Join us for a cup of coffee and a presentation
about our 2008 sightseeing tours throughout
Canada and the United States.

Seats are limited!

Please RSVP to 1-800-668-6859 or
emai_l to: info@denuretours.com
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GRAHAM PAINE / CANADIAN CHAMPION
A STROLL DOWN MEMORY LANE: Bruce and Annie Bird

— In front of the old grandstand — take a walk around the fair-
grounds.

morning or at night, whatever we liked or needed, and we
could bring the kids with us. Then, after they had their own
children, the grandchildren came with us, too, sometimes.”
Annie said she and her husband had many surprises over
* see DOGS on page A15
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drvwng school

Pick-up & Deli ery..

. Mnn Thurs Qam-a 45pm . Tues Tllurs 5:30pm-9:45pm
e Sat-Sun 9am-3:45pm

G1 & G2 Road Test Preparation

25 Hrs In-Class Instruction/10 Hrs
Behind The Wheel Training

Nights, Weekends & 4 Consecutive
Day Course Available

Special Attention For Nervous
& Senior Students

tarly Booking & Vehicle Provided
For Road Test

Special Package Rates &
Modern Dual Control Cars Payment Plans Available

Defensive Driver Training Fees Tax Deductible
Locally Owned & Operated

Ministry Approved Beginner Driver Education Course Provider

905.693.9944

810 NIPISSING RD., UNIT 100, MILTON

Milton's Most Experienced

Enroll Today )
érm [lg /f'

for Spring &
Summer Classes!
=3 and Me

Provider of

Kindermusic Educalors:
Michelle Robinson, BMT. MA
Sommer Johnstone, BMT MTA, B. Ed
Hannah Parnell, B.S¢., PG.C.E.
Andrea McNeil, BFA

EARLY BIRD
DEADLINE:
APRIL Z0TH!

www.musicandme.ca
mus:candme@sympatlcﬁ.ca

905 87 S- 686
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WANTED!

7 HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING

an INTERLOCK metal roofing system installed on their home
at a reasonable cost. This lifetime product is capturing the
Interest of homeowners across the country who want to know
this will be the last time they will have to re-roof their home.
Our product is environmentally friendly and comes with a
transferable Lifetime Limited Warranty with an excellent
choice of colours to complement your home and is going
to be introduced to your local market. Your home can be a
show place in your neighbourhood and we will make it worth
your while if we can use your home. Please call Angelo:

1-888-696-0548

Toll-Free 24 hours 7 Days a week

Tell us ahout Teaching

and Learning in Schools

From April 21% to May 9", 2008 parents with children in the Halton
District School Board will once again be invited to complete a
School Effectiveness Survey. The results of the survey will
provide important data to be used to shape system and school
effectiveness planning for improving student learning. Parent
survey results will be examined in conjunction with survey results
from students, teachers and non-teaching staff

The survey will be available beginning April 21, 2008 at
www.hdsb.ca

Parents may complete the survey on-line from wherever Internet
access is available (home, work, or at your child’s school). If you
do not have access to the Internet, please discuss alternatives
with your child’s school Principal or Vice-Principal.

NOTE: To log-on and for security purposes, parents must have
their child's/children’s Ontario Education Number (OEN), the
number found at the top of the report card.

Further information is available through your child’s school or by
contacting the Research Department, Halton District School Board
at (905) 335-3665, ext. 3280. -

Halton District School Board

W. Joudrie Gillian Tuck Kutarna
Director of Education Chair of the Board
2050 Guelph Line, PO Box 5005, Burlington, ON L7R 372
(905) 335-3663 (905) 842-3014 (905) 878-8451

Fax: (905) 335-9802 www.hdsb.ca
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:: Seeing Beyond Numbers

We moved to Laurier Medical Building
6-497 Laurier Av @ Ontario St S.

15 + Locations to serve you Better

905-875-3726

Head Office: 1866-829-9433

15% Discount for Seniors Mississauga

Tax Services:

WWW. TAXWIDE.COM

We do all Kinds
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] Reasonable Rates - Check us First
Y] 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed



