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with program

The success or failure of last week’s launch of Halton’s
highly-touted GreenCart program appears to depend on who
you talk to — the service provider, or the end user.

In last Friday’s Champion, Regional Chair Gary Carr trum-
peted a 75 per cent participation rate in the new initiative
that sees kitchen scraps destined for Halton’s landlill, instead
collected at the curb for composting.

However, Carr’s glowing review of the program’s kickoff
last week — “With so many residents already engaged in the
GreenCart program, we are well on our way to achieve our
goal of diverting 60 per cent of waste away from the land-
fill’— struck a nerve with some residents who found them-
selves waiting as long as four days for garbage pick-up prom-
ised under the Region’s new waste collection schedule.

In Milton, collection delays led to residents sending let-

ters to the Champion and phoning their local councillors

ReadersWrite

and/or regional headquarters to complain.

Complaints ranged from GreenCarts being delivered and
then promptly taken away from townhome complexes where
the logistics of pick-up have yet to be determined, to resi-
dents’ frustration over consecutive days of their garbage
being abandoned at the curb, despite daily promises that it
would be picked up.

While a certain amount of start-up glitches and miscom-
munication are expected when undertaking a project of this

magnitude, we wonder if Halton Region wasn't adequately |

prepared to rollout the GreenCarts across a region of more
than 440,000 people.

Early indications from Carr are that the company con-

tracted by the Region for GreenCart, Blue Box and garbage |

~ E--mail your letters to miltoned@haltonsearch.com.

GreenCart should include all homes

DEAR EDITOR:

Image my dismay when 1 called
Halton Region to find out why my
GreenCart hadn’t been delivered, only
to be told that my household wouldn't

collection simply wasn't prepared for the high volume of ' be getting one right away:.

GreenCart compliance.in the first week of the program.

While the Region’s efforts to encourage participation in
the GreenCart are admirable, it appears not enough thought
was dedicated to ensuring the first days of this new era in
Halton’s waste management plan would come off without a
hitch.

We only hope that those residents whose garbage, Blue
Boxes or GreenCarts weren’t collected on time last week will
be patient enough to stick with the GreenCart program.

Editor'sdesk

The reason — we live in a town-
house complex.
Now we put our garbage at the end
of our driveway like any house, so I am
unable to understand the reasoning.
~ We were so looking forward to
doing our part to help out the commu-
nity and environment with this pro-
gram. |

| was told that everything remains
status quo with garbage pick-up every
week.

That means thousand of bags of
garbage will be in the landfill that arent
necessary because many people that
live in townhouses lack the space for
composters, and if it isn't easily accessi-
ble most people won’t make a special
effort to recycle.

[ really hope this large galflfe in the
recycling model for Halton Region is
fixed soon.

BRIAN SKERRITT
HESLOP ROAD

Litfle Lancelot’s adoption was truly heartwarming

 Short but sweet.

demeanour, but that’s precisely why he

cases — abuse has made them especially lov-

The Canadian Champion

Milton’s Community Newspaper Since 1860

555 Industnal Dr.,
Milton, Ont. L9T 5E1

905-878-2341

Editorial Fax: 905-878-4943
Advertising Fax: 905-876-2364
Classified:905-875-3300

Circulation: 905-878-5947
www.miltoncanadianchampion.com

Publisher
Neil Oliver

General Manager
David Harvey

Editor in Chief
Jill Davis

Managing Editor
Karen Miceli

Advertising Director
Wendy McNab

Production Manager
Tim Coles

Circulation Manager
Charlene Hall

Office Manager
Sandy Pare

The Canadian Champion, published every
Tuesday and Friday, is a division
of Metroland Media Group Ltd. —
Group Publisher lan Oliver.

Advertising is accepted on the condition that, in the event of a
typographical error, that portion of the advertising space occupied by
the erroneous item, together with a reasonable allowance for signa-
ture, will not be charged for, but the balance of the advertisement will
be paid for at the applicable rate. The publisher reserves the right to
categorize advertisements or decline.

CCAB Audited

Recognized for excellence by

Locna

‘* CNA

sm Suburban Newspapers
B _ of America

Ontario Community
Newspapers Association

Canadian Community
Newspapers Association

The Canadian Champion is
a proud media sponsor for:

vy

Halton Healthcare

'LC‘OME*
AGON

Chid Fond

0 N T A R | 0

& N\

That's about the only way to describe my
time with Lancelot, one of far-too-many cats
at the Oakville and District Humane Society.

Actually that’s no longer true, since as of
last Friday the adorable feline no longer
resides at the nearby shelter (which services
the Milton area) — having been adopted just
hours after my weekly volunteering stint.

Part of the humane society’s cat socializ-
ing program for the past six months, T've
seen numerous cats move on to real homes
— but never on the same day 1 was there.

Just moments into my one and only
encounter with Lancelot, a shelter employee
came in to have him micro-chipped for his
upgrade to more favourable surroundings. To
say news of his impending departure made
my weekend would be a understatement.

Yes, I'd miss the little guy’s affectionate

deserved a chance to offer someone out there
full-time happiness.

However, far too many remain |
— and the really sad thing is that so |
many of them are every bit as |
friendly as those I've come across at
friends’ or acquaintances’ homes. |
In some cases more so. |

That flies in the face of my orig- |
inal expectations. For whatever 4
reason, I'd assumed most of the cats

would be shy or temperamental Steve LeBlanc

because of their background, but
was pleasantly surprised to find just the
Opposite was true.

In fact some of them are so grateful to be
let out of their cages for play and/or cuddle
time that it’s really difficult to put them back.
It’s as if abandonment, neglect or — in a few

ing to anyone who shows them the least bit
of positive attention.

And trust me, black cats can be
just as friendly as their colourful
counterparts.

If history has taught those at
the humane society anything, it’s
that their confines will soon be
getting a lot more crowded —
with spring and summer repre-
_senting a particularly busy time

for teline admissions.
Many come in, few go out.

So if you're looking to add a cat to your
home, might I suggest making the Oakville
and District Humane Society your first visit.

Much like my volunteer work, what you
get out of adopting a pet will be far more
than what you put in.
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