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starts impaired trial

By Stephanie Hounsell
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

[t was a scene ol unimaginable hor-
ror.

A policeman on the witness stand
was brought to tears as he described the
gruesome sight he faced as a rookie offi-
cer responding to a call on a bitterly
cold winter night.

At 3 a.m. February 23, 2007, Dwain
Newham was the first officer on the
scene of a collision that saw a Nissan
torn open after it slammed into the
back ol a stationary tractor-trailer, an
Oakville court heard.

“It was a horrible scene. There was a
male...” Newham said, his voice trail-
ing off.

The Steeles Avenue/Fifth Line colli-
sion — on the border of Milton and
Halton Hills — left one man dead, 33-
year-old Jason Wood of Hornby, and
Miltonian Lori McKinley seriously
injured.

A third person, 31-year-old local res-
ident Dylan Palmer, was uninjured.

Later that day, Palmer was charged
with impaired driving causing death,
impaired driving causing bodily harm,
dangerous driving causing death, dan-
gerous driving causing bodily harm,
and having over the legal limit of alco-
hol in his blood.

He pleaded not guilty.

Tuesday and Wednesday were the
first days of Palmer’s trial, which is
being heard by Judge Stephen Brown.

In her overview, Crown Attorney
Laurie Jago told the court that Palmer,
McKinley and Wood had consumed
alcohol first at the Hardball Caté on
Regional Road 25, and then at Charley
Fitzwhiskey’s on Ontario Street betore
heading east along Steeles where the
tragedy took place.

believe by various people that Palmer
hadn’t been driving, but that it was a
fourth man.

But after an extensive search using
police canine dogs and the fire depart-
ments infrared technology, police came
up empty-handed, court heard.

Newham told the court when he
realized he couldn’t do anything for the
male on the road, he went to the
woman. She was being comforted by a
man he later found out was Palmer, her
common-law spouse.

Other ofticers arrived, and Newham
was directed to search the surrounding
area for a fourth person.

“I was looking for blood, tootprints,
anything to indicate someone had wan-
dered from the scene,” he said.

But he didn't find anything.

Court heard Palmer told him he was
a rear passenger in the car and that one
of Wood’s friends had been driving, but
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