Windows: Repair or replace?
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In ancient times, windows were as common as
doors in dwellings. But they were merely holes in
a wall used to control the amount of light and air
that entered a home. Appearance and style were
not a consideration.

We've come a long way since then. Today, win-
dows in most homes combine science and tech-
nologies that increase energy efficiency and actu-
ally reduce heating and air conditioning costs.

Modern windows not only beautify the appear-
ance of a home, they bring sunlight in during win-
ter, while preventing the warmth created from
escaping outdoors. Windows also insulate a home
from heat during the summer and keep cooled air
from escaping.

When deciding whether to repair or replace
your existing windows, begin by considering their
age and condition. Poorly designed, constructed
and placed windows can cost money through heat
loss.

"Canadian homeowners are always
looking for ways to save money on
their energy bills. They can learn that a
tew home improvements might be all it
takes to keep their money in their
pocket," says Brett Henderson, an insu-
lation expert for Owens Corning
Canada.

In a report released last year by
Natural Resources Canada from The
Office of Energy Efficiency (OEE),
Canadians saved almost $4.3 billion in
2003 through energy use improve-
ments in the home. Just follow these
five easy home energy savers:

Use caulking to improve
airtightness

Inspect your home for drafts and
pay special attention to areas around
windows and doors. Using caulking or
weather stripping to seal drafts around
seams, cracks and openings is a cost-
effective method that can increase com-
fort in your home.

Insulate your attic to prevent energy
loss

Up to 15 per cent of your home's
energy can be lost through the attic.
Top up your attic with either Pink
Fiberglas batts, or have a professional
blow in Propink Blown insulation.

Adjust your thermostat settings
Save energy by installing program-
mable thermostats.

Seal loose joints in your

Increasing efficiency

[f your home is more than 30 years old and still
has the original windows, chances are your win-
dows are not keeping you as warm or as cool as
well-placed and installed newer models. But, there
are measures you can take to increase their effi-
clency:

* Tighten the seal around the windows with
weatherstripping. There are many different types
of weather-stripping available for use on wood,
metal, aluminum and vinyl. One of the easiest to
apply is caulking cord which comes in a roll. All
you do is press the cord into place to make a tight
seal.

* Every window not made of insulated glass
should have a storm window. If your home has
storm windows, ensure they are in good condition
and install them properly before the cold season
begins. When those icy winter winds start blow-
ing, both you and your pocketbook will notice.

e [f your home doesn’t have storm windows, or
they are in poor condition, you can get as good or
better protection using heavy-gauge clear plastic
sheeting. Seal it tightly over your existing win-
dows and you have an inexpensive and effective
alternative.

Replacing windows

Replacing existing windows with more energy
efficient models doesn't have to be done all at
once. Begin by replacing the ones causing the
most heat loss, such as the large picture windows

Five tips to help you save on
your energy bills

in your living and dining rooms. Replacing win-
dows in stages over a period of years costs less up
front and still increases energy efficiency.

With the variety of .windows on the market
today, however, it pays to shop around. Before
making a decision, consider the principle types of
windows available:

The common window types are: double-hung,
casement, stationary, awning and horizontal slid-
iIng. They may be made of wood, aluminum or
vinyl or a combination of these materials. Almost
all feature insulated glass and easy-to-clean
designs that provide tight seals and eliminate
draftiness.

Whether you plan to install the new windows
yoursell or have them installed professionally, be
sure to visit a number of suppliers and study the
various products and options on the market. You
want to select windows that augment the appear-
ance of your home, increase energy efficiency and
give you the most value for your money:
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Beverly Frosch is an award winning sales asso-
ciate with Re/max Real Estate Centre Inc. in
Milton. Real Estate questions about buying or
selling, or ideas for future articles are always wel-
comed and encouraged!
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cooling ducts

Betore the hot weather arrives, it's
important to check your cooling sys-
tem each year for leaks at joints and
elbows. Leaking air ducts will reduce
the tlow of cool air throughout the
home, which may cause energy costs to
jump.

Close vents to guest rooms

When spare rooms are vacant, close
the vents to avoid energy use in unused
spaces. Remember to open them when
your guests are invited over to ensure a
comiortable stay in your home.

A few simple changes can help save
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gy bills. More information about
household insulation and on reducing
your energy bill is available online at

www.owenscorning.ca, or toll-free at 1-
800-GET-PINK.
- News Canada
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