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Money came

from school

fundraisers

* from VOLUNTEER on page A1
after a complaint by the Halton District
School Board that irregularities had
been discovered in the school councils’
accounting practices.

Pickering was charged in February
of last year.

Kerr told the court that as treasurer
tor the school councils, Pickering was

largely responsible for money collected
from fundraisers.

Pickering was treasurer of the school
council at J.M. Denyes from 2003 to
2004, the court heard.

Suspicions were raised when a year-
end report was provided months late
atter Pickering was repeatedly pressed
tor the document. When it was pro-
duced, the document indicated the
council had $21,000 in its account. but
bank records revealed there was only
$158, Kerr said.

Auditing revealed Pickering had
been writing cheques to herself and her
husband from the account, the court
heard.

Between 2002 and 2004, Pickering
was also treasurer of the school council
at WI. Dick. Once again, she wrote
cheques to herself and her husband,
causing a shortfall that was discovered.

Pickering became council treasurer
at Stewarttown in 2004 after her time
ended at J.M. Denyes; she obtained
money through similar methods there,
Kerr said.

At one point, Pickering tried to
repay stolen funds from one school to
another, Kerr told the court.

In the end, the final amounts agreed
upon that Pickering stole from the
schools were about $10,000 from J.M.
Denyes, $5,500 from W.I. Dick and
almost $9.000 from Stewarttown. Kerr
said, which resulted in a restitution
order of about $24.000 to the Halton
District School Board.

Pickering has already come up with
$11,500 and is supposed to pay the
remainder early next year, Kerr said.

Darroch told the Champion he didn't
want to comment on the case until after
sentencing, which is scheduled for
sometime in March of next year. The
exact date will be nailed down at a
court appearance January 11 at

Burlington court.
Stephanie Hounsell can be reached at

sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com.

Art of interest

 from TOWN on page A3
Excavation for an underground link

between the buildings is underway.

Reynolds reported the large ply-
wood boards that have been installed
around the construction site have gar-
nered a lot of interest now that local
artists have started painting them with
scenes depicting Milton’s past.

“That’s been a really good communi-
ty partnership project,” she said. “We
get a lot of people walking by looking

at 1t.”
The $24.2-million expansion of the

Town Hall is expected to be ready for
occupancy by fall 2008.

Melame Hennessey can be reached at

anthcmrfv" com.
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Gold, Bucket Seats
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4 Wheel Drive

Auto, CD, A/C
Great On Gas!

Stk. #P2761
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Auto Air, Sunroof.
Alloy Wheels
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Auto, Sunroof,
Alloy Wheels,
PW. PL. PM. CD, A/C

Stk. #P2764
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PW. PL, Power Nﬁw

Mirrors Leather, Sunroof,
Chrome Wheels,
i Loaded
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54,772 km Stk. #P2753 56,325 km otk. #P2724
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with leather, 3rd row seat,

Loaded, Loaded leather,
Stk. #P2747 | DVD and mere.

Stk. #PZSOU toaneau cover, skiebars. Stk. #1727A

" Above prices do not include Admin fee, applicable taxes & license fees.Free 0il change based on 20.000 km/year average driving .- All programs based on advertised sale prices.
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