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Three Canadian deaths in
Alghanistan coming in the few days
leading up to Halton MP Garth Turner’s
recent lown Hall meeting made for
some spirited discussion among resi-
dents who attended.

One woman, who said her son has
been in Afghamstan and is getting
ready to return, said the media doesn’t
accurately portray what's going on.

“The public doesn’t hear the good
they (soldiers) do. All they hear are the
deaths,” said the woman. who didn't
want to give her name, at the August 23
meeting at Hugh Foster Hall.

At the start of the meeting, Turner
told the approximately 30 residents
who attended that he was looking for
their opinions on the matter.

“Fhis is an issue we have to deal
with,” he said.

One person in the audience
expressed his concern, saying the vic-
tims in Afghanistan are increasing day
by day.

“I support our troops, but what
they're doing I've got (concerns) with,”
said another audience member who
thought Canada should pull out of the
embattled country.

Yet another questioned what would
happen to the women ol Afghanistan if
Canada pulled out.

Although he didn’t voice much of an
opinion on what he thought should be
done, Turner said Canada’s military is
“carrying more than our weight, fight-

Afghanistan hot topic at meeting
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diers need to rotate “out 0[ [ht sharp
end” of the task, adding that when
NATO went into Afghanistan, it looked
like a peacekeeping mission. .

“But (now) its a ftull-tledged war,”
he said.

Canada’s role in Alghanistan was
just one ol several issues discussed at
the meeting, which Turner said was a
way for him to gain input from his con-
stituents.

Another issue that crept up was the
aging population and its general lack of
savings — and the government’s role in
that.

Gas prices and finding a family doc-
tor in Halton were other issues touched
on, as was government spending.

“The (federal) government is spend-
ing more money than any other gov-
ernment in Canadian history,” Turner
said, adding, “I didn’t expect that of the
Conservative government.”

One woman questioned Turner on
the particular challenges he thinks
Milton will face as its population con-
linues to grow.

“I have concerns when there’s very
rapid growth in an area,” Turner
responded, listing traffic, the hospitals
capability to meet needs and residents’
quality of life as local areas of concern.
“Housing is going up and the quality of
life is going down.”

He added the portion of the gas tax
Milton is allotted never seems to keep
up with its burgeoning population.

“I'm trying to get across to the feder-
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First Annual
SKIN CARE

SALE ...

off all
Skin Care
Products.

5%

YOUNGBLOOD

WwinERAL COSMETICS

GUINOT
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revive

www.vidaspa.com

905-693-1943 * 42 Bronte Street South, Milton
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[NOICY, Ljurner toid the audience.

When it comes to housing prices in
Milton and surrounding areas, Turner
acknowledged that young couples seem
to be putting off having children
because they can't atford both kids and
a house.

[t becomes an even more difficult
situation if one parent wants to stay at
home with the children, he said, adding
thats where the income splitting he’s
pushing for would help.

The meeting ended with applause
for Turner.

“Garth, we’re lucky to have you,”
said resident and former Canadian sen-
ator Betty Kennedy.
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Harder

Stephanie Hounsell can be reached at
sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com.

7 Costly Home Seller
Mistakes Free Report
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www.haltoncostiyhomesellers.com

Prudential Town Centre Really Brokerage

.....

55 Ontario st.5,Unit#10 905-878-9533
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CW anda McCulligh, owner
of SG Hair Design is

proud to introduce her team of
highly experienced stylists who
have just completed their Master
Colourist dlplo-

This is an intense
in salon training course and is
part of the key Salon specialist
program provided by Matrix.

- SEPTEMBER
- SPECIAL

sgha

" AUTO BODY

(ROYAL ATLANTIC) INC.

We feel we are the best educated
stylists in the area! We will
continue to receive monthly in
salon training to keep up to date
with all the latest trends in
colour, cutting and styling.

We are always looking for new
members to join our wonderful

team. Please call for more
information.

Book your colour service with either
Jowee, Cherie or Kelly and receive...

20% OFF
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rdesign.com
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