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Under the gun

The proliferation of gun-
related crime is no longer
the exclusive problem of
Halton's largest neigbouring
community.

While Toronto braces for
what may be its bloodiest
year on record for gun-relat-
ed deaths, there are indica-
tors that firearms are
becoming the weapon of
choice among more crimi-
nals in Halton.

In July alone, guns were
used in a terrifying July 16
early-morning  Oakville
home invasion in which a
sawed-off shotgun was
brandished, a July 9 con-
venience store robbery in
Georgetown that saw two
clerks torced into a freezer
at gunpoint, the July 22
armed robbery of an
Oakville man making a
night deposit, and three
Burlington incidents within

ReadersWrite

48 hours last weekend (July |
20 to 22), including one |
where a male victim was
pistol whipped.

Is the apparent flood of |
gun crimes in recent weeks
merely coincidence, or is |
Halton's growth and its
proximity to  Toronto,
Hamilton and Peel making |
it a convenient alternative
for criminals armed with
guns?

Are the same factors that
are pushing Toronto toward
a record-high year of gun-
related fatalities influencing
a flood of gun crimes in our
region?

Halton police have yet to
put forward a theory about
this phenomenon.

We only hope that the
recent incidents represent
an aberration and not a sign
of things to come.

E-mail your letters to miltoned@haltonsearch.com.

DEAR EDITOR:

I understand Halton Region
recently received an award for
planning. If that had anything
to do with the population
boom in Milton, 1 for one am
curious what the award criteria
was — possibly driver annoy-
ance and frustration level?

It's a major challenge to get
from southeast Milton to the
Steeles Avenue and Martin
Street area nowadays. In the
morning, traffic is backed up
past my house on Trudeau
Drive south to get onto Derry,
which is effectively two lanes
due to perpetual construction.

Thompson Road is now one
lane for many hours a day due
to construction, Fourth Line
was closed 28 months ago,
James Snow Parkway is just a
short cut for Hawthorne Village
north and while so far unham-
pered, Fitth Line leads to a one-
lane construction area on

Planning of Milton's roadways
has left awful lot to be desired

Steeles. The corner of Main and
James Snow was also ripped
up, but is now thankfully com-
pleted.

[ couldnt help but notice
upon leaving Milton to the
south on Regional Road 25 that
it jumps to four lanes at
Dundas Street to the east.
Entering Mississauga, the roads
jump from two lanes to four, on
Derry at the 407, and south on
Trafalgar. No wonder
Mississauga Mayor Hazel
McCallion keeps getting re-
elected — and Miltonians shop
outside of Milton.

Io compound the situation,
we have a proliferation of mis-
guided advanced left turn stop-
lights. Large groups of east-
bound Steeles and Ontario
Street drivers have to wait for
one or twWo — Or none — west-
bound cars turning south.
Ditto at Steeles and Thompson,
Steeles and Esquesing Line and

several other intersections.

But the biggest slap in the
face is at Derry and Armstrong
Boulevard. There's very light
tratfic so far on Armstrong, as
only a few homes are occupied.
The lights go red for Derry on a
timer — why? — then 85 per
cent of the time there’s no vehi-
cles turning onto Armstrong.
Yet long lines of traffic — in
two lanes, including trucks and
transit buses — must endure
an additional 15 seconds of left
advance green.

Why not let the higher vol-
ume traffic go instantly, then if
there’s still vehicles waiting to
make a left they will be detect-
ed by the road sensors. Give
them a few seconds each of
delayed green, to a maximum.

[ serviced stop light con-
trollers several years ago. It
worked very well then.

HANK ORSEL
MILTON

What's being done to protect town’s environment?

DEAR EDITOR:
[ agree with M. Peter’s letter

entitled ‘Somebody needs to
stand up against greedy admin-
istrators’.

It seems that politicians are
more interested in money than
the environment.

And, by the way, what if

anything are the conservation
committees doing to protect
the roads along the escarp-
ment? So much land has been
sold to builders that animals
and birds have no respite from
the noise.

Now the Region wants to
inject another 401 exit right
along the escarpment. Why
isn't James Snow Parkway

being continued down to the
QEW as a truck road?

H. SHAVER
MILTON

MAYOR MILLER, PREMIER
MCGUINTY AND ATTORNEY
GENERAL BRYANT WILL NOW
ANSWER QUESTIONS ON THE
GUNS AND GANGS PROBLEM-

Champion’s
coverage of

crash insensitive

rie Haunseil mlssed the mark
on her repcm last Tuesday of the acci-

ic. Hawever lt was insensitive ami
uncalled for to report it in this man-

ner.

What do we gain from reading
such graphic details? I'm
Miltonians are mourning the
deceased and recognize how tragic
this accident was. |

Think of the deceased’s friends
and family. Do they really need to
learn about the details?

Perhaps as a reporter Hounsell
feels it is ‘her job’ to report accurate-
ly. However, she could have done so
more tastefully,

I'm afraid in this regard Hounsell
has joined the throngs of reporters
that sensationalize at the expense of
others.

This is the Champion, not the
National Inquirer. 1 had expected
more from a small-town newspaper.

JOHN PANNOZZO

MILTON
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