By David Lea

SPECIAL TO THE CHAMPION

Some of Canada’s newest residents got an
up close experience with Halton’s police, fire
and EMS personnel without ever having to
face a life-threatening emergency by attend-
ing the second annual Emergency Services
open house.

Held last Tuesday at Halton Regional
Police headquarters in Oakville, the open
house was based on the Emergency Services
Introduction to New Canadians (ESINC)
program, which is taught to new Canadians
at local language instructional classes to help
them understand the role of emergency serv-
ices in Canada.

“What we're trying to do through this
program is introduce to them all the emer-
gency services — to show them that we
work together for the betterment of them,”
said Michael Harrison, public education offi-
cer with the Oakville Fire Department.

“We brought them here today so they can
meet us and participate and see what we're
all about.”

There proved to be no shortage of interest
on the part of the newcomers with more

two in Milton — continues this week.

Charged in February of last year, 43-year-old
Brenda Pickering faces three counts of thelt over

$5.000 and uttering a forged document.

Her next court appearance will be a pre-trial
hearing in Burlington court tomorrow. The date
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organizations, English as a Second Language
students and members of the Language
Instruction for Newcomers to Canada
(LINC) program cramming into the audito-
rium for the event.

Those who attended were greeted with a
variety of emergency vehicles stationed in
the nearby parking lot where emergency per-
sonnel eagerly explained to those interested
the various features with more than a few
people jumping at the sound of one police
officer demonstrating his cruisers siren.

Inside the auditorium, firefighters from
the Oakville, Burlington, Milton and Halton
Hills fire departments manned kiosks and
dispensed advice about what to do in the
event of a fire and how to get in touch with
emergency services through dialing 911.

At the Oakville Fire Department Kkiosk,
onlookers were also given demonstrations of
how to set up smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors.

“I spoke to a lady from Serbia. She’s been
here for about six weeks. She can say about
10 words in English, but she was able to
understand and it was so neat for her to
come down and see what a North American
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The court case of a Halton Hills woman
charged with defrauding three north Halton
school councils of about $30,000 — including

was set May 14 in Milton.
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From 2002 to 2005, Pickering served as the
volunteer treasurer for the school councils ot J.M.
Denyes and W.I. Dick, as well as at Georgetowns

A police investigation was initiated atter a com-  §
plaint by the Halton District School Board that 8
irregularities had been discovered in the school § |
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‘Newcomers learn about Halton’s emergency services

Harmson.

“One fellow 1 met today was living in
Scarborough. He'd been in Canada lor 18
years and he didn’t even know what the fire
department was all about, so as he was mov-
ing to Milton they invited him down here
and now he knows.”

Members of the Halton Regional Police
Service. which also had a kiosk set up, were
also a source of great interest with Sgt.
Nishan Duraiappah, diversity co-ordinator,
explaining why it is so important for new
Canadians to learn about the role of the
police in Canada.

“The first time they deal with us might be
at the side of the road in a motor vehicle
accident and as soon as they see the unitorm
their understandings are based on their pre-
vious experiences,” he said.

Duraiappah said officers entering a pre-
dominantly South Asian community have
been met with fear because in some of the
residents’ countries of origin the police are
viewed as an arm of the state.

“Some of the most common feedback I
get from officers is that some newcomers
believe they have to pay for services — that
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going to ask for money and we have to
explain to them that that doesnt happen
here,” said Duraiappah.

Jahangir Amni, who recently emigrated
from Russia, said the experience he had with
police at the open house was much better
than his dealings with the police in Moscow.

“Police in Russia, every time 1 go any-
where they check my documents and say,
‘Why are you coming here?” They don't like
different people, but the police here, no
problem,” he said.

Victor Sanchez, who grew up In
Francisco Franco’s Spain, also finds
Canadian police to be a welcome change to
those in his homeland.

“My country was under a kind of dictato-
rial regime. The police had all the powers on
earth and nobody could control them, but
now things have changed.”

Whatever their past experiences with
people in uniform may have been, at the
open house Canadian newcomers showed
no fear, with many posing for pictures with
police and firefighters while others picked
up plastic novelty firefighter helmets for
their children and themselves.
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