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SAVIS lobbies government to tackle ab

SPECIAL TO THE CHAMPION

The Province of Ontario needs to Step it Up! to end vio-
lence against women.

The Sexual Assault & Violence Intervention Services of
Halton (SAVIS) delivered that message to Oakville MPP
Kevin Flynn recently calling for better, faster government
action on a number of fronts. e % | |

Flynn was front row centre at a May 3 press conference at | . T - - | 11 | wh
SAVIS’ Hopedale Mall office where SAVIS — backed by near- | . et S | e
ly a dozen other local organizations, and not just womenss
groups — sat across the table from Flynn and the audience
to outline a 10-point list on how to do it.

The 10 points include:

e understanding that violence against women is an equal-
ity rights issue.

e recognizing that male power is upheld by rape and sex-
ual harassment.

e stopping racism/oppression; make Ontario accessible.

* ending poverty now.

e creating and maintain housing, non-profit childcare,
training now.

e providing fair access to justice for women.

» holding violent men accountable for their actions.

e stopping the criminalization and psychiatrization of
women.

e demanding secure funding for women’s organizations.

e listening to survivors and women’s advocates, they are
the experts.

Step It Up! kicked off May as Sexual Awarenes‘s Month.

“I didn’t feel like 1 was being picked on,” said Flynn, who
expressed dls.-_lppmntmml other Halton government officials
were not present. “This message is fm' Big G government of
all levels who have ignored this issue.”

SAVIS and many of the associated groups at the conter-
ence recognized Flynn as a supporter for their cause. DEREK WOOLLAM / SPECIAL TO THE CHAMPION

The press conference was preceded by a breaklast sup- CHEQUE IT OUT: Lorraine Waugh of WHAM presents a cheque to Jaqueline Benn-John of SAVIS and Ruth Sheridan of Canadians

e see SOCIALIZATION on page C9 In Support of Afghan Women (C SAW). WHAM raised $20,000 of which $10,000 was each donated to SAVIS and C SAW.
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We're so committed to getting everythmg rlght
we even changed our name.

Water Heaters | High-Efficiency Furnaces | Air Conditioners | Comfort Protection Plans | Heating and Cooling Consultation | Air Quality | Financing | Home Security Systems

You've known us as Union Energy. Now we’ve changed our name 10
Reliance Home Comfort™ in order to give you a clearer sense of who we
_are, what we do, and what we can do for you. We're still the same great
._.___..;'é:'ifﬁompany you've counted on for years. And we've still got all the night
ducts, people and services. Now, we've got a name that’s just right too.

= Tt

us at reliancehomecomfort.com or call 1-866-Reliance (1-866-735-4262).

home comfort™

A division of Union Energy

G‘et an air conditioner now and don’t pay for 2 hot summers:
Limited time offer. Call 1-866-735-4262 today.
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-onditioners. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Interest wili start to accrue from :ﬁ*; em | C}UE at an efl

1
nancing example: Monthly payment on a Sr},.ﬂf}a loan with a 120 month amortization is $96.30. Offer expires July 31, 2007. Call for detaiis




