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Teacher of the Month

Farrell draws on experience

Well-traveled teacher back at alma mater

By Stephanie Thiessen
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

tacey Farrell has eaten crois-

sants while studying in the

South of France and confiscat-
ed knives while teaching in a rough
neighbourhood in England.

To say the French teacher has expe-
rienced a lot in the past decade or so is
an understatement, and her travels
have taken her far and wide.

But when it was time to settle down,
Farrell came tull circle and returned to
her hometown of Milton, teaching in
the very school she attended. 1t’s a tes-
tament to the fact that sometimes
absence really does make the heart
grow fonder.

“l appreciate it more because 1 left
and have seen other things,” said the
Milton District High School (MDHS)
teacher.

Farrell said she draws from her own
experiences and encourages each of her
students to explore the world so the
place they end up is a choice, not a sen-
tence.

“1 say to the grade 12s that it’s really
important to get out there and see (as
much as they can), and then il they
come back, they know this is where
they want to be,” said the popular
teacher.

Farrell role model: nominator

With such wisdom under her belt,
its no wonder Farrell was nominated
for the Champion’s Teacher of the
Month by her entire grade 12 class, led
by 17-year-old Courtney Coulombe.

Farrell has been selected as May’s
Teacher of the Month.

“Mme. (mademoiselle) Farrell is a
role model for all the students that she
teaches,” Courtney wrote in her nomi-
nation letter.

Courtney met Farrell when she was
in grade 9 and joined the cross-country
team, which was coached by Farrell, a
competitive marathon runner.

Courtney has had Farrell as a
teacher in the French immersion pro-
gram for the past two years. Alter a
years maternity leave, the class was
glad to welcome Farrell back last
November.

“We really respect Mme. Farrell for
all her accomplishments and her ability

to teach French,” Courtney said.

Farrell is very involved in the
school, including through coaching
and joining this years student parlia-
ment as a teacher advisor.

Farrell said she believed as a student
that school involvement was impor-
tant, and she continues to believe it
NOW.

“You're here for four years. If you
don’t get involved, you miss out on
great formative experiences,” she said,
adding extra-curricular activities teach
important life skills.

As a student at MDHS, Farrell was
the student council president and
helped start the cheerleading team. She
was also a prefect and on the cross-
country team, among other activities.

Farrell has been a teacher for eight
years, and has been at MDHS since
2002.

Her experiences outside Milton have
been both exciting and harrowing, she
said.

Junior year abroad

Spending her third year ol universi-
ty in France was a thrill, of course.

In 1999, she taught in Mississauga,
which opened her eyes to some of the
issues she thinks Milton schools will
tace as the population grows, she said.

Next, she found herself teaching in
London, England.

“Its very ditlerent from here,” she

said, explaining, “There’s no value of

education there.”

The school she taught at was vio-
lent, and “the racism is palpable,” she
said, explaining she had to be ready for
anything that came her way.

Returning to Canada was a relief,
she said, but the experiences elsewhere
gave her a broader perspective to teach-
Ing.

Teaching French immersion has
been a great experience, because it
means she has most of the students in
at least one class each year and can real-
ly get to know them, Farrell said.

She added she’s extremely grateful to
her grade 12 class for recognizing her
in this way:.

“It's moments like this that keep you
going in teaching.”

Stephanie Thiessen can be reached at
sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com.
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IMMERSED IN FRENCH: Milton District High School teacher Stacey Farrell stands in front of a model of the
Eiffel Tower in her French immersion class.
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Programming Schedule - Tuesday, May 1 - Monday, May 7, 2007
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