Local Buddhists say symbol

By Stephanie Thiessen
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

Milton  resident  Delta
Hillyard wants people to know a
backward swastika has a com-
pletely ditferent meaning from
the racist, hurtful one generally
associated with the symbol.

She’s angry with a story The
Champion ran Tuesday about
several swastikas painted by
vandals on roadways.

Hillyard, whos a Buddhist,
said the symbol shown in a
photo accompanying the story
is a backward swastika and a
Buddhist symbol — she doesn't
call it a swastika — rather than
the racial motit adopted by
Adolph Hitler.

“That symbol that was
shown in the newspaper doesn't
mean anything racial and isn't a
negative symbol,” Hillyard said,
explaining ever since Hitler’s
reign of terror, Buddhists have
drawn the symbol with its right
angles bent in a left-facing direc-
tion to differentiate it from the
right-facing swastika.

The article described two
cases of graftiti in nearby rural
Milton locations.

In the first case discovered
Christmas day, a large, white
equilateral cross was painted on
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Local Buddhists want people to know this symbol, recently spraypainted
on local roads, has a meaning different from the racist one it's known for.

the road in the middle of No. 15
Sideroad and
Nassagaweya/Esquesing
Townline.

One kilometre south, two
signs and several boulders were
also defaced with the same sym-
bols and protanity.

In the second incident, a
swastika was spray-painted
along with ‘KKK’ on the road at
the intersection ol No. 25
Sideroad and
Nassagaweya/Esquesing
Townline.

The Champion quoted Det.
Sgt. Peter Hodgson saying the
symbol is “extremely offensive.”

But Hillyard said she has a
problem with that comment
when paired with the photo that
ran with the story.

She said several of her
Buddhist friends were also
oftended.

The equllalual cross has
been used as a sacred symbol for
thousands of years in religions

including Buddhism and
Hinduism.

She agreed the grathiti was
likely done by racist vandals
who didn’t know the symbol
they drew was actually a reli-
gious one, and said she wishes
people were more educated
about it.

Halton Regional Police Det.
Sgt. Peter Hodgson said he’s
aware the symbol had a different
meaning before it was taken
over by Hitler.

But he said he’s confident the
vandals who defaced the road
intended it as racist graffiti.

“When you see a swastika
drawn in the middle of an inter-
section and on a boulder, and in
the second instance has ‘KKK’
beside it, it's certainly not refer-
ring to the Hindu use, but to the
quite despicable use by Nazis,”
he said.

Stephanie Thiessen can be
reached at sthiessen@miltoncana-
dianchampion.com.
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54" x 92" Heavy Duty Flatbed Trailer
1998 GVW #1027642
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e Wide angle viewing allows driver to see
what'’s behind the vehicle

e LCD colour display

e Mounts to visor or dash. #109/502.
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Prudential Town Centre Realty Brokerage

Rainchecks will be issued.

We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience this may have caused
our valued customers.

CORRECTION NOTICE

To our valued customers: We apologize for any inconvenience caused by
an ervor in our flyer dated: January 12 - January 18.

Product: Acer AS5630-6895/AS5630-6494. On page 20 of
the January 12th flyer we advertised this item at $799.99
when in fact it is $999.99 as stated on the back cover
Customers can purchase the Acer AS5101AWLMI in its
place at $799.99. SKU: 10081162/10081163.

It’s time to register for

JUNIOR or SENIOR
KINPERGARTEN Program

We look forward to welcoming your child to school!

luntor Kind ten 2007-2008:
Children must be 4 years old by December 31, 2007.

Senior Kindergarten 2007-2008:
Children must be 5 years old by December 31, 2007.

Note: If your child is currently attending one of our schools for Junior Kmdergarten
you do not need to register for Sentor Kindergarten.

To determine your designated home school, access our website www.hdsb.ca and
review our on-line boundary maps or use “School Locator” (click on “School
Information”, then “Find a School”). Call your designated school to find out which

dates have been established for Kindergarten registration.
Parents/guardians must be public school supporters.

Please bring the following original documents with you*:

 your child’s immunization record o proof of your child’s age
e your child’s Ontario Health Card (birth certificate or passport)
 proof of address ‘

*If you are not the child’s parent, please bring proof of custody (court order).

Please ensure that your child is registered by February S, 2007,
For further information contact 905-335-3663, ext. 3271 (Milton and Halton Hills),

ext. 3294 or ext. 2211 (Burlington and Oakville).

HALTON DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

Gillian Tuck Kutarna
Chair of the Board

Wayne Joudrie
Director of Education
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Wrangler AS

P-metric Truck Tire ,
* Rugged all-season
e All terrain tread design | '
e Polyester cord body

* Smooth quiet ride

* Dependable all weather traction.
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ProShovel Snowplow
* Remote-control lift
* Easily attaches to 4WD or 2WD
vehicles ® Secure, bolt-on mountin
* Dolly included ¢ 6'10" snow blade.
#1061050.
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9 Our Reg. $1286
Our Reg. $697

Air Compressor
with Bonus
Brad Stapler/

e |Includes nails,
staples and goggles.
#10/78838.
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Effective until January .18, 2007.



