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Historic wagon ‘donated to Coun

Measuring 16 by 12 feet,

the Conestoga wagon
IS a mirror image
of those loaded

with household items

and pulled by horses
in the early 1800s.

By Stephanie Thiessen
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

he folks at Country Heritage

Park weren't able to fit their

latest addition under the
Christmas tree.

In fact, several trees could actually
fit inside the highly secretive gift pre-
sented to the park earlier this month.

When the curtains were pulled back
at the park’s annual volunteer apprecia-
tion celebration in the Gambrel Barn,
visitors found themselves gaping at a
replica Conestoga wagon.

Measuring 16 by 12 feet, the canvas-

covered wagon is a mirror image of

those loaded with household items and
pulled by horses in the early 1800s.

"l am very pleased that this five-
month project is now completed and
that this Conestoga wagon is now
under the Christmas tree at Country
Heritage Park," said the mastermind
behind the project, Arnold Rife.

In a voice shaky with years, Rife
explained how he came up with the
idea for the wagon.

"I had thought of donating money to
the park, but decided that presenting a
Conestoga wagon would be more bene-
ticial," he said.

"It is my hope that this wagon will
be an asset to the park and will help to
preserve the heritage of the
Pennsylvania Dutch settlers of
Waterloo County."

History to be learned

Rite, who lives in Kitchener, said his
great, great grandiather came to
Waterloo County Irom Lancaster,
Pennsylvania in a similar wagon.

"Many school children and visitors
come to Country Heritage Park every
year and this wagon will demonstrate
to them how our ancestors came to this
country.”

The wagon was built by Mennonite
craftsmen — from a blueprint of the
original — in the St. Jacobs area and
consists of kiln-dried white ash wood
and 18 yards of white canvas.

Park general manager Reg Cressman
said the wagon is a tangible way to
teach kids who visit the park about the
pioneers and how they traveled.

"It's going to be a significant piece
for the kids," he said, adding visitors
will be able to see it in motion and
maybe even take a ride in it during the
park’s Heavy Horse Field Days.

Two additional gifts of $10,000 were
presented to the park including one

from Milton-area resident David
Pelletterio, who’s the chair of the
Country Heritage Experience Inc.

board of directors.

The Volunteer of the Year — chosen
from amongst the volunteers — was
also announced.

This years award went to
Campbellville’s Burnett Dennis.

Dennis is a machinist who took over
the machine shop at Country Heritage
Park.

He helped build the pedal harness
horses at the park, just one of his many
accomplishments there.

'"He helps with mechanical repairs
and machinery repairs; whatever we
ask do."

Cressman told The Champion after the

of him, he’s prepared to
ceremony.
A man of few words, Burnett simply
told the crowd: "I enjoy working here."
Stephanie Thiessen can be reached at
sthiessen@miltoncanadianchampion.com.
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* COOK DIPLOMA -
* PERSONAL CHEF DIPLOMA

e SMALL PERSONAL CLASSES

* CALL FOR NEXT START DATE

* START DATES EVERY 5 WEEKS
Classes Starting Oct/Nov

You could be wurking in the culinary
industry in 15 weeks!
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* HOURS COUNT TOWARDS YOUR RED SEAL

Job Contracts ~ Yha
in AUSTRALIA , «

OTELLO’S BANQUET CENTFIE 2nd -
2273 Royal Windsor Drive (at Ford Dﬂ\fﬁ)
905-842-4336
oakville@chefcollege.ca.

For information visit www.che w*...;‘i_:_ |
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New OptometriSt*in Town

4‘0 Bronte Street South, Sulte 109 '
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~ Call now to book an appomtment
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under licence
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Met:roland Medm Group

MAIL ENTR!ES TO GIFT CARD CONTEST, Metmiand Media Group,
Corporate Sales Office, 10 Tempo Ave., Willowdale,Ontario M2H 2N8.

NAME:: X
ADDRESS
EMAIL:

- YES, | wish to receive information by email from participating advertisers on Upmmlng
specials, contests, promotions or events. Remember to include your email address.

CONTEST RULES: Contest Start Date: December 5, 2006 12pm. Deadline for Entries: January 12,
2007 12pm. Residents of Ontario may enter, except employees and immediate family members (and/or
persons domiciied with) of Metroland Printing, Publishing & Distributing Ltd., the prize sponsors and/or
any empioyees of their affiliated companies. Entrants under 18 must have parentiguardlan consent.
Chances of winning the random draw depend on the total number of entries received. Prizes must be
accepted as presented with no cash substitutions. Prize winners will receive thesr mze by the mail,
Winners consent to having their names and/or photos appear in Metroland Newspapers.
The decision of the contest judges is final. No purchase necessary. A limit of one quahﬂer per person,
per household, one entry per e-mail address. 12 prizes each valued at $500.00. In order to be ehgsbia
to win, the selected contestant must correctly answer a skill-testing question which willbe
administered upon notifying the winning entrant. For full contest rules visit; contests.metroland.com
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