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By Melanie Hennessey
CANADIAN CHAMPION STAFF

After two nights of deliberations, the Town’s budget com-
mittee managed to hammer next years anticipated tax
increase down to 2.23 per cent — less than halt of statt’s rec-
ommended hike.

The figure means that, subject to council approval next
week, urban residents will be paying an extra $25.35 in 2007
and rural homeowners, an additional $12.54 based on a
$300,000 assessment.

During Monday and Tuesday’s budget meetings, the tax
increase proposals yo-yoed from staft’s recommended 4.6 per
cent, down to 3.18 per cent, then 1.23 per cent and back up
to the 2.23 per cent supported by the committee.

But prior to that, staff first outlined the details of next
year’s operating budget of more than $40 million — of which
about $18 million comes from taxes — and the $55.5-mil-
lion capital budget.

“This (operating) budget provides a balance of maintain-
ing services and meeting the demands of growth with avail-
able financial options,” said Director of Corporate Services
and Treasurer Linda Leeds.

She detailed the pressures on the operating budget, like
the $1.6 million extra needed next year for staft wage adjust-
ments, $817.000 for additional human resources to maintain
existing service levels due to growth and $231,000 to provide
service to new roads and parks.

On the capital side, Leeds said 98 new projects are on the
horizon for 2007. Of those, she said the Thompson Road
widening from Main Street to Derry Road, including the rail
crossing, will be the most expensive at $17.5 million.

Other initiatives topping the list include the Town Hall
expansion at $5.6 million, Lower Base Line road work from
Regional Road 25 to Sixth Line for $3.8 million, the purchase
of four buses for the Town transit system for $1.4 million and
the new library branch building for $1.1 million.

About half of the capital budget is funded by development
charges, while the remainder comes from various sources,
including Town revenues, reserves and proceeds from Slots
at Mohawk.

The councillors also heard from local residents Gary Ellis
and Mike Grimwood, who both felt that there are ways coun-
cil could achieve a 0 per cent tax increase next year.

During deliberations, Ward 3 Councillor Jan Mowbray,
Ward 4 Councillor Wendy Schau and Wards 1 and 3
Councillor Barry Lee expressed concern with the reduction
in Town service levels and cutbacks to staff hours that will
have to be made to keep the tax rate down for 2007.

“We should keep in mind the needs of the community,
not just the needs of the taxpayers,” said Schau.

Mayor Gord Krantz once again voiced his support for
keeping taxes “in and around the rate of inflation,” which is
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approximately 2.5 per cent.

Wards 2 and 4 Councillor Colin Best said he’d like to keep
the hike under the inflation rate as well.

Ward 2 Councillor Mike Boughton then put forward a
motion to reduce the tax increase from 4.6 per cent to 3.18
per cent.

He explained he wouldn’t want to go below that figure
because it would mean a reduction in part-time hours for
firefighters.

[ee then put forward an amendment to that motion to use
reserve funds to get the increase down to 1.23 per cent,
which the committee endorsed.

Following that, Lunau took issue with staft’s proposal to
make a one-time transfer of $400,000 from the slots reserve
fund to the legal reserve fund. She made a motion to stop the
transfer from happening and instead get money for the legal
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2007 Corolla CE -
%249°24.9., | 17,795 |

172 DOWN MSRP**

'T1S THE SEASON io

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH $

FREIGHT AND PD E. INCLUDED

2006 Sienna ck
%319 @ 2.8, 30,800

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WiTH §3 667 DOWN
FREIGHT AND PD E INCLUDED
330 215 hp engine » 5-speed automatic transmission
e AHS = AT = Power windows, locks and heated mirrors = Dual
shiding doors = Front seat, side and curtain airbags = Tilt and
telescopic steenng « Keyless entry & more

A WY BIU/100 KM (34 MPE)T CITY 12.4L100 KM (23 MPE)T

e,

The All-New 2007 Camry Le
#349°@ 9.9, | +25,800

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH §2.29]1 DOWN
FREIGHT AND PD.E. INCLUDED
241 158 hp engine » 5-speed automatic transmission = AC
o Power windows locks and mirrors = Cruise control » Optitron
BEST NEW electronic gauges = Keyless entry with trunk release = AMFM
FAMILY CAR stereo CD MP3, auxiliary input jack & more

$22.000-$30,000 A5\ WWY E.50L/100 KM (43 MPG)T CITY 8.80/100 KM (20 MPR)1
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o [ 8L 126 hp engine ® 5-speed manual transmission ® A/C » AM/FM
stereo CD * Power locks and mirrors @ Keyless entry & more

2007 RAV4
=340 § Q . ;zggl :!l]l]

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH §4 |50 DOWN
FREIGHT AND PDE INCLUDED

e 241 166 hpengine = 4-speed automatic transmission = AC
o ABS with Electronic Brake Force Distribution » Active torque
control AWD « Power windows and locks = Keyless entry » Power
remote heated merrors ® AMTEM CD with MP3 piayer & more

A0 HWY 1 5L/100 KM (36 MPE)T CITY 10.1L7700 KM (28 MPE)1

- ek LI
N B i
ey ol 4 ""
PES L2 )
o T =
M,
e - e
e . para
3 5 13l -
4 B P S N B TR L e el R R .
. 1 K b= L] X
=5 T, e e
i

NO SECURITY DEPOSIT ON ALL 2006 AND 2007 LEASES.

The Canadian Champion, Friday, December 15, 2006 - A3

Milton taxes could rise by a little more than 2%

reserve fund through a one per cent tax increase, bringing
the total committee-recommended hike up to 2.23 per cent.

Other items the committee supported include:

e Removing $31,000 slated for pesticide bylaw public
consultation consultant fees. If supported by council, this
means the amount of consultation will be greatly reduced.

» Advancing the timeline for the Brookville Park project
with $432,000 from the development charges reserve fund
and $48.000 from the slots reserves

e Purchasing new library branch computer equipment
with $24.037 from slots reserves.

All of the committee’s recommendations will go before
town council Monday.

Melanie Hennessey can be reached at mhennessey@milton-
canadianchampion.com.

-6.' HWY 5.3L/100 KM (53 MPG)t
CITY 7.1L/100 KM (40 MPG)t
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2007 Matrix
%279°04.9%, | 19905

PER MONTH FOR 48 MONTHS WITH §1 450 DOWN
FREIGHT AND P D[ INCLUDED _
o | BL. 126 hp engine @ 5-speed manual transmission
» AT = Power locks = lHluminated and keyless entry
with hatch release  ANM/FM stereg CD @ 16" Aluminum
alioy wheels & more
A5\ HWY 5.80/100 KM (48 MPE)T CITY 7.90L/100 KM (36 MPR)Y

2007 Yaris CE HATCHBACK
%189 ¢ 2.9, | ’Iaﬁﬂrﬁﬂ

FOR 60 MONTHS WITH $859 DOWN
_FREIGHT AND P.D € 'WELUDED .

e 1.5, 106 hp WT-i engine with Electronic Theottle Control System
with intelligence (ETCS-i) = 5-speed manual transmission = Power
assisted brakes ® Drver and passenger awrbag supplemental restramnt
system (SRS) » intermittent wipers = AMTM stereo CD & more
A5\ WY 5.50L/100 KM (51 MPE)T CITY 6.90/100 KM (4] MPG)1
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MyToYOoTAPLACE.COM

*Leasing and financing plans from Toyota Financial Services. 0.A.C. Lease offers valid on 2007 Corolla (Model BR32EMB), 2007 Corolla (Mode! BR32EMT), 2006 Sienna (Mode! ZA30CPA), 2007 Matrix (Model KR32EMB), 2007 Camry (Model BEAGKPA), 2007 =
Seanans,  1ans (Model /T323MA) and 2007 RAVA (Model BD33VPA). MSRP of $17.795/$18.855/$30,800/$19,905/$25,800/$13,800/$29,300 at 4.9%/4.9%/2 8%/4.9%/5.9%/5.5%/5.9% for 48/48/48/48/48/60/48 months. Monthly payment includes $1.140/81, 140/ LMy
Arawsve ) $1390/$1,140/81,240/81,090/81,390 freight and PD.E. Down payment or trade equivalent of $1,472/81 472/$3,667/$1,490/$2,291/$859/84,150 plus first payment due at lease inception. Security deposit waived on all 2006 and 2007 leases. Total lease
et obligation of $13.424.06/$14.157.74/$21.859.14/$14 882 72/$19.042 90/$12.199.43/$20.902.26 and purchase option price of $8,007.75/$8,484.75/$12,628/88 957.25/$12,384/$5,382/814,650. License, registration fees, insurance and taxes extra. Based sragram
on a maximum of 96,000 KMS (120,000 KMS for Yaris). Additional KM charge of $.07/.07/.10/.07/.10/.07/.10 for excess kilometres if applicable. ¥MSRP of 2007 Corolla (Model BR32EMB), 2007 Corolla (Model BR32EMT), 2006 Sienna (Model ZA30CPA), 2007
Matrix (Model KR32EMB), 2007 Camry (Model BEAGKPA), 2007 Yaris (Model JT923MA) and 2007 RAVA (Model BD33VPA), is $17,795/$18,855/$30,800/$19,905/825 800/$13 800/$29,300 financed at 3.9%/3.9%/1.9%/3.9%/3.9%/3.9%/3.9% APR equals
$524.59/$555.84/$880.85/$586.79/$760.57/$406.82/$863.75 per month for 36/36/36/36/36/36/36 months. Cost of borrowing is $1,090.24/81,155.24/8910.60/81,219 44/ 580.52/$845.52/%1,795 for a total obligation of $18,885.24/$20,010.24/331,7
10.60/821,124.44/$27,380.52/$14,645.52/$31,095. Freight and PD.E. cost of $1,140/81,140/81,390/81,140/$1,240/81,090/$1,390 license, registration, insurance and taxes extra. **MSRP is $17,795/$18,855/830 800/$19,905/$25,800/%13,800/$29,300
for 2007 Corolla (Model BR32EMB), 2007 Corolla (Modei BR32EMT), 2006 Sienna (Mode! ZA30CPA), 2007 Matrix (Model KR32EMB), 2007 Camry (Model BEAGKPA), 2007 Yaris (Model JT923MA) and 2007 RAVA (Model BD33VPA). Freight and P.D.E. cost of
$1,140/$1,140/81 390/31,140/$1,240/81,090/$1,390 license, registration, insurance and taxes extra. These are limited time offers. Dealer may sell/lease for less. See your participating Toyota Dealer for full details. TThese estimates are based on the
Government of Canada's approved criteria and testing methods. The actual fuel consumption of these vehicles may vary. Refer to the Government of Canada publication EnerGuide Fuel Consumption Guide 2006. All rights are reserved.




