Affordable housmg Issue hits home
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able,” Taylor, 28, explained.

He now lives in Hamilton, but con-
tinues to work in Oakville. That, he
said, presents its own set of Lhallenges
since he has to commute about an hour
to work every day:.

‘I have to contend with high gas
prices and less time with my family,” he
said, adding he has two children, aged
two and four months.

Taylors not alone. Across Halton.
there are individuals and families who
teel forced to move elsewhere due to a
lack of affordable housing — which is
housing that costs 30 per cent or less of
a household’s gross annual income.

lomorrow is National Housing Day,
a day to focus on the ongoing efforts to
provide housing solutions for people
who need shelter and affordable hous-
Ing.

Despite its aftluence, Halton isn't
immune to the challenges of affordable
housing.

According to a press release issued

by the Region of Halton, there’s a sig-
nificant disparity between the housing
needs of the community and the avail-
ability of atfordable housing.
t said at least 1,200 people become
homeless every year in Halton, and that
more than 1,500 households are wait-
ing tor government assisted housing in
the region.

Report identifies a
shortage of 300 to
600 units of affordable housing and
400 to 800 units of assisted housing in
Halton in 2004.

As a result, low-income residents
such as students. young families or
lixed income seniors are often forced to
leave Halton.

“As a government, Halton is charged
with creating a community thats inclu-
sive, socially sustainable and economi-
cally competitive,” said outgoing
Regional Chairman Joyce Savoline.

“Fundamental to these ideals is
ensuring there are enough options
among ditterent types of housing to
meet a range of housing needs.
Creating more affordable housing is the
key to building communities.”

Halton Region developed a
Comprehensive Housing Strategy that
addresses housing from now until
2015. It incorporates a continuum of
housing types for all incomes and all
stages of life — from emergency shel-
ters and government assisted housing
to private sector atfordable housing

A major component of the strategy
IS to raise public awareness about
affordable housing issues, as well
advocate to other orders of government
to partner with Halton Region to
address housing needs.

Mark Taylor

to live and work in the same communi-
ty. “I think it’s important to have afford-
able housing in every region to provide
people with an opportunity to do just
that — work and live in one communi-
ty.”

Taylor’s urging residents to stand up
for families like his, who find it neces-
sary to move out of Halton. “Advocate
lor atfordable housing now,” he said.

[f you're interested in acting as an
ambassador for Halton’s housing issue,
contact Jen Lenard-Benson at 1-866-
442-5866, ext. 4432. for more informa-
tion.
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* Acupuncture

A sincere thanks to my volunteers
and the citizens who supported me

R A OO M RN ,.,w.;.c.a,

¢ Chiropractic Care
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917 Nlplssmg Road Mllton

(Corner of Thompson & Nipissing)

for re-electzon as Mayor of Milton.

Manufacturer’s

warehouse Sale
BRAND NAME ELECTRONICS

Nov 25,26 / Dec 2,3 / Dec 9,10/ Dec 16, 17
SAT 8AM - 4PM / SUN 10AM - 4PM

CITIZEN' ELECTROHOME RIKOSS MAGNASONIC

TELEVISIONS | FLAT PANEL TELEVISIONS |
DVD PLAYERS | BOOM BOXES | CD PLAYERS |
CLOCK RADIOS | WINE COOLERS | KARAOKE
SOFTWARE | MICROWAVES | CORDLESS PHONES |
FLASH MEMORY CARDS

New
Products

Weekly!

We Accept:
| oraC Redmond Group
I g | 6185 McLaughlin Road

Mississauga ON L5R 3W7

VI SA MaslerCard

All the excitement of a theme park.
None of the height restrictions.

With 22 entertainment-filled locations, excitement can be found wherever vou are In Ontario. Qur

gaming facilities offer a large variety of slot machines, table games* live entertainment™ casual
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VISIt OLG Slots at Mohawk Racetrack
9430 Guelph Line, Campbellville, ON (905) 854-4053
Mon - Wed 9 am - 3 am, Thurs - Sun 24 hours
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For more information and OLG Slots & Casinos locations call 1-800-387-0098 or visit 0LG.ca

Know your limit, play within it!
The Ontario Problem Gambling Helpline 1-888-230-3505. 0LG.ca For more information, visit the Winner’s Circle. Passez au Cercle des gagnants.
Must be 19 years of age or older. Valid government issued photo ID required. At OLG Casinos only. **Live entertainment is not available at all locations.
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