A6 - The Canadian Champion, Friday, October 27, 2006

''''''''''''''''''''''''
"-'u'l'l"-' e e .‘:_-' A e

THEY'RE DEMANDING

The Canadian Champion

Miiton’s Community Newspaper Since 1860

ur
-~ choice for chair

On November 13 Halton residents have multiple deci-
sions to make about who will represent their interests in
local and regional government for the next tour years.

Among them is the choice of who will replace Joyce
r: Savoline as chair of regional council.

As we see it, the role of regional chair is to help each of
the four municipal governments reach a consensus on what’s
good for Halton.

In our opinion, theres only one clear choice out of the
four candidates for the job.

Robert Plaschka lacks political experience and has lived in
Halton for the shortest time among the four candidates (nine
years). While we don’t doubt his desire to make a real differ-
ence in regional government, we wonder if a run at a
city/regional councillor seat might have been a more appro-
priate choice at this time.

Starting with his opposition to Oakville's OPA 198 devel-
opment plan, Brian Burton has served on several volunteer
committees in Oakville and at the Region. Next month’s elec-
tion will mark his second run at the regional chair’s seat. In
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2003, he finished a distant second to Savoline. We believe he L= S = Teri Casas

too needs to get his feet wet as a councillor betore making the # |
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candidacy is much more than an attempt to jumpstart a
stalled political career.

Brent Marshall is a lifelong Halton resident who has
worked 36 years tor Halton Region, including the last eight
as its CAQO. To the chair’s position the 56-year-old brings an
intimate working knowledge of where the Region has been
and the long and difficult road that lies ahead of it.

DEAR EDITOR:

At the end of last Friday’s editorial,
The Champion questions how effec-
tively the residents of Halton will be
heard with MP Garth Turner now sus-
pended by the Conservative Party.

[ will wager that Turner will contin-

nominated by the Halton Conservative
riding association, Turner has been
consistent in everything he has said
and done. He promised that he would
represent the people of Halton to the
government, and not vice versa.

[f anything, its the Conservative
Recognized for excellence by

While Marshall may lack political experience, his last

ue to be very effective. Can you name
one other MP who has been more out-

Party that has failed to live up to the
commitments it made.

eight years as the Region’s most senior employee have
required a keen understanding of the political process at the
local, provincial and federal levels. He has worked side-by-
side with Savoline and members of regional council to
achieve made-in-Halton solutions to unique challenges the

Region faces.
Frankly we find Marshall to be the most logical choice.
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really don't think you can.

[ would further point out that in all
that has gone on since the day he was

spoken on their constituents’ behalf,
more reported on by the media or more
accessible through his Internet blog? 1

continues to have my support.

I'm a member of the Conservative
Party in this riding so it pains me to
have to make that observation. Turner
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Time sure flies, doesn’t it? It seems sum-
mer just wrapped up, and now Halloween’s
upon us. Store aisles are lined with bags of
candy and pumpkins are being carved with
gusto.

If there’s one holiday that warrants special
safety precautions, ' its Halloween. Just

because a costume’s cute, doesn’t mean its
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Barry Kory, training technician with the
Milton Fire Department, said the two biggest
safety no-nos he encounters each year
revolve around unsate costumes and improp-
er use of candles. He ofters the following
advice.

Costumes should be chosen that don't
impair hearing or vision. The best ones are

 light coloured, or bright and reflective. They

should be kept short to avoid tripping and
falling. |

Also, to minimize the risk of
contact with candles, baggy pants, |
loose frills and billowing skirts
should be avoided. |

Pumpkins should be lit by bat-
tery operated lights as opposed to |

candles

flicker, try a tea light or votive
candle in a non-combustible hold-
er — and don’t leave it unattend-

ed.

Also, parents should give each child a
flashlight with fresh batteries, and should
remind them of traffic safety rules.

And I have a tip of my own. Children old
enough to trick or treat on their own should
always go in pairs or, even better, in groups

of three or four.

Last year, a boy was beaten up by some
older kids who wanted his
candy, and we don't want a
repeat of such a horrible inci-
dent.

While we’re talking about
safety, 1 might as well remind
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recidents
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That means its also time to
check the batteries in your
smoke alarms. Its something
that might not seem like a big deal, but real-
ly is. Take it from Barry Kory, who'’s seen lives
saved because of working smoke alarms:

“You want your smoke alarms to be in
good operating condition should anything

happen.”
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