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pared to the enormous budget the

Recommendation to eliminate

Little support shown for cost-cutting measure

By Kim Arnott
SPECIAL TO THE CHAMPION

Halton Catholic school board
trustees will keep their laptop comput-
ers despite an attempt by the chair of
the board to eliminate them as a cost-
cutting measure.

At a meeting of the Halton Catholic
District School Board last week, board
Chair Al Bailey brought forward a rec-
ommendation to scrap the policy that
sees laptop computers supplied to
trustees for the duration of their elect-
ed term.

Noting that the board is expecting to
tace very tight budgets over the coming
tew years, Bailey said, “This is my sug-
gestion of what (trustees) can do to
help.”

In 2004, trustees approved a policy
to provide laptops to members of the
board in an attempt to save time and
paper, as well as fax and courier costs.
Arguments for the policy included the
suggestion that the computers would
make communication with trustees
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“At a time when we're
looking at where our
budget money is going to
go, supplying computers to
us on a regular basis is not

a feasible thing.”
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AL BAILEY

quicker and more efficient.

Bailey argued that the computers
haven't resulted in any significant costs
savings for the board.

“At a time when we're looking at
where our budget money is going to go,
supplying computers to us on a regular
basis is not a feasible thing,” he said.

But several of his ftellow trustees
questioned the logic.ol eliminating the
laptops, which cost the board $2,200
each to purchase.

“It is such a miniscule amount, com-
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board deals with on an annual basis,”
said Burlington Trustee Joanne Matters.

The board’s approved operating
budget tor 2006-07 is $205.4 million.

Along with laptop computers, the
board also supplies trustees with
Internet access and a printer. Prior to
the 2004 policy, the board provided
trustees with fax machines and fax tele-
phone lines.

The policy, which applies to all
trustees, including student trustees
appointed for a one-year term, says
trustees must return their computers at
the end of their terms, or purchase
them at an agreed-upon depreciated
price.

Baileys defteated motion had sug-
gested that the board continue to sup-
ply Internet access and a printer to
trustees owning their own computers.

“As a budget item, this has to be
001 per cent of nothing,” noted
Burlington Trustee Bob Van de Vrande.
‘1 don't think we should make a hasty

decision here based on a cost thing,

which [ think is spurious at best.”
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Mixed Nuts &’ = o]

29/100g § |~

. porlicans
- or sour 40 FBE S

Turkish 429
Apricots *

Large
Prunes ¥

California 1.39/100g

Natural _
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assorted flavours 1.19/100g
/| Dried

‘| Cranberries ' u &
Pure Chocolate  °7/100g
Covered
“|Almonds “s .|"

> E semi-sweet, regular or jumbo

Pure Chocolate Chips
Re ular

FrU|t MiXx

-4 Halves or Pieces
;aPecans
" Whole & Broken

Cherrles red or green

2 29.b
40/100g 1 7 9 #k
1.76/100g 7 9 8
o 2 99
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| Store Locations |

MILTON MALL (905) 693-9207

MEADOWVALE 3035 ARGENTIA RD. (905) 824-3207
SQUARE ONE SHOPPING CENTRE (905) 897-1210
ERIN MILLS TOWN CENTRE (905) 569-3629

DIXIE OUTLET MALL (905) 891-0976

OAKVILLE 261 OAKWALK DR. (905) 257-7987



